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March 19, 2015

The Honorable Jeh Johnson

Secretary

U.S. Department of Homeland Security
Washington, DC 20528

Dear Secretary Johnson,

JOHN CONYERS, JR., Michigan
RANKING MEMBER

JERROLD NADLER, New York
ZOE LOFGREN, California
SHEILA JACKSON LEE, Texas
STEVE COHEN, Tennessee
HENRY C. “HANK” JOHNSON, JR., Georgia
PEDRO R. PIERLUISI, Puerto Rico
JUDY CHU, California

TED DEUTCH, Florida

LUIS V. GUTIERREZ, lllinois
KAREN BASS, California

CEDRIC L. RICHMOND, Louisiana
SUZAN K. DELBENE, Washington
HAKEEM S. JEFFRIES, New York
DAVID CICILLINE, Rhode Island
SCOTT PETERS, California

I write regarding the Special Immigrant Juvenile (SIJ) program. As you know,

this program was created in order to offer protection to foreign national children who

have been abused, abandoned or neglected by their parent or parents.

The investigative reporting team at the News 4 New York, NBC affiliate

recently conducted an investigation into abuse of the SIJ program. The abuse detailed

by the reporting team revealed an apparent conspiracy to commit fraud in order to
obtain SIJs. What they found is disturbing to say the least. The March 4, 2015,

investigative story can be found at the following link:

hitp://www.nbenewyork.com/investigations/family-court-queens-immigration-cases-

human-smuggling-green-card-29505093 1.html.

In light of your stated commitment to preventing fraud and abuse in U.S.

immigration benefit programs, I request that you watch the entire video and answer the

following questions:

1) What immediate steps will you take to ensure that fraudulent SIJ petitions
are not approved by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS)

adjudicators?

2) What long term changes will you make to the adjudications process and

policies to ensure that fraudulent SIJ petitions are not approved by USCIS
adjudicators?

3) How exactly will you coordinate with state courts to ensure that abuse,

abandonment or negléct is not found by these courts when there is evidence
of fraudulent claims?
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4) What, if any, statutory changes do you suggest to give you additional tools
to ensure that fraudulent SIJ petitions are not approved by USCIS
adjudicators?

In addition, I request that you immediately direct the Fraud Detection and
National Security Directorate at USCIS to conduct a Benefit Fraud Assessment of the
current SIJ program and to determine what steps can be taken to prevent fraud in the
program.

Please provide, by April 2, 2015, your substantive response addressing all of
the questions and concerns raised above. Thank you in advance for your prompt

attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Chairman



