March 3, 2021
Dear Member of Congress,
Founded in 1974, Brady works across Congress, courts, and communities, uniting gun owners and nongun owners alike, to take action, not sides, and end America’s gun violence epidemic. Our organization
today carries the name of Jim and Sarah Brady. As you know, Jim was shot and severely injured in the
assassination attempt on President Ronald Reagan. As victims of gun violence and life-long gun owners,
Jim and Sarah dedicated the rest of their lives to passing federal legislation requiring background checks
for gun sales. Brady continues to uphold Jim and Sarah’s legacy by uniting Americans from coast to coast,
red and blue, young and old, liberal and conservative, to combat the epidemic of gun violence.
The senseless and brutal murders of Breonna Taylor on March 13, 2020, and George Floyd on May 25,
2020, brought millions of Americans of all backgrounds and races to the streets demanding justice and
reigniting the national debate on policing, public safety, and racial justice. 1 While communities of color,
and particularly Black Americans, have long decried racial disparities in policing and the murder of
unarmed Black men and women by police officers, the recent killings of Black Americans have awoken
the consciousness of the broad spectrum of Americans in ways that past injustices have not.2 Brady renews
its calls for systemic change and racial justice.
We strongly urge Members of Congress to support H.R. 1280, the George Floyd Justice in Policing
Act of 2021, a comprehensive bill that reforms policing, mandates transparency, and facilitates
accountability. Each of these approaches, alongside reallocation and reassessment of resources and
authority from police to social services and organization, is necessary to improve the system of policing
and to effectuate meaningful change. While this bill alone is not a solution for the persistent racial
disparities that exist in our policing, criminal justice system, or underfunded social services, it is an
important and significant step forward.
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The mere presence of a firearm heightens tensions and exacerbates confrontations. This is true in any
context, but it is particularly relevant within the context of police interactions, in which there is already
an inherently unequal power dynamic. Police violence is the unlawful, unnecessary, or disproportionate
use of force by police. And because police violence, in all of its forms, is facilitated by the direct use,
threat, or perceived threat of firearms, not only to the victims but also bystanders with intent to intervene,
police violence is gun violence.
The rate of police violence in America far exceeds that in similarly industrialized countries. Interactions
with an American police officer are 10 times more likely to end in death than police encounters in the
U.K.3 While this reality affects all people living in America, people of color, especially Black and Latinx
people, are much more likely to be killed by police during their lifetime than white people. 4 Black men
are 2.8 times more likely to be the victims of deadly police force than their white counterparts.5 There is
no shortage of infamous incidents of police violence in recent years targeting Americans from
communities of color: George Floyd of Minnesota; Breonna Taylor of Kentucky; Elijah McCain of
Colorado; Dreasjon Reed of Indiana; Eric Garner of New York; Michael Brown of Missouri; Philando
Castile of Minnesota - a small sample of a crisis that has plagued America since its inception.
These numbers do not account for the daily injuries and instances of harassment, abuse, and threatening
behavior, otherwise known as “over-policing” suffered by Black and Latinx communities. Black and
Latinx citizens are three times as likely to be searched by police when stopped,6 and are twice as likely to
have force used or threatened whenever they're approached by police.7 A key example of this is in policies
like “stop and frisk” that are rooted in discriminatory policing. Such strategies unfairly target communities
of color and make even well-intentioned attempts at policing problematic.8 Overall quality of life is
significantly impacted and diminished by over-policing in Black and Latinx neighborhoods. High rates of
law enforcement presence in these communities does not translate into effective or equitable policing or
public safety, rather it creates mistrust and fear between Black and Latinx communities and law
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enforcement.9 The daily aggressions and systemic oppression communities of color have faced since the
inception of our country are not solely a product of policing, but they are perpetuated by law enforcement
practices.10
Although police violence is a result of complex racial and structural inequities, this violence is not
inexorable. While the Geoge Floyd Justice in Policing Act is not the sole solution to preventing police
violence, the policies and processes it sets forth make for an important first step toward reducing police
violence through reform, transparency, and accountability. Brady strongly holds, after 30 years of
representing law enforcement officers who were themselves victims of gun violence, that addressing these
issues through the kinds of approaches championed in H.R. 1280 can make the jobs of law enforcement
officers less dangerous and more consistent with the role of protecting and preserving safety in
communities that can provide a true public benefit.
Police violence is gun violence and will require the same comprehensive and evidence-based approach to
meaningfully remedy. Brady stands with everyone who has raised their voices and who count on their
elected officials to take immediate and decisive action to vote yes on H.R. 1280, the George Floyd
Justice in Policing Act of 2021, to ensure that all Americans will be protected equally under the law.
Most Sincerely,

Kris Brown
President, Brady
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