June 5, 2020
The Honorable Russell T. Vought
Acting Director
Office of Management and Budget
725 17th Street NW
Washington, DC 20503
Dear Acting Director Vought:
We write to express our serious concern with Trump Administration’s apparent efforts to
exploit the COVID-19 pandemic to push this Administration’s reckless deregulatory agenda, and to
request information regarding the same.
On May 19, 2020, the Administration announced an Executive Order requiring agencies to
respond to the economic crisis by “rescinding, modifying, waiving, or providing exemptions from
regulations and other requirements that may inhibit economic recovery,” along with decreasing the
enforcement of rules required by Congress to protect public health and safety.1 Instead of adopting a
broader strategy to reopen our economy safely and restore economic security for millions of
unemployed Americans, the Order may actually make our communities less safe. Furthermore, it is
essential that agencies focus on responding to the ongoing national emergency and economic
recovery by taking regulatory action that is necessary to the pandemic response, rather than
prioritizing harmful deregulation that undermines public health and safety.
As of June 3, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports more than 1.83
million cases of COVID-19 have been diagnosed in the United States and that the outbreak has
claimed more than 106,000 American lives.2 The economic harms that have already resulted from
of the COVID-19 pandemic have been severe and are projected to grow significantly. Millions of
Americans have lost their jobs and now worry how they will house and feed their families. The
current pace of unemployment claims in the wake of the pandemic is unmatched in our history.
More than 42 million Americans have filed unemployment claims since March –more than a quarter
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of the labor force,3 and economic forecasts predict that unemployment will exceed its historic peak
of 25% during the Great Depression.4
Instead of addressing this crisis head-on, the Trump Administration appears to be exploiting
the chaos of the pandemic by rolling back critical civil rights regulatory protections and
environmental safeguards. On May 6, for example, the Department of Education released new Title
IX regulations that narrow the definition of sexual harassment, making students less safe.5 In other
instances, the EPA slashed vital environmental regulation on everything from mercury emissions to
fuel efficiency standards.6 Additionally, the Department of Transportation is in the final stages of a
rulemaking that would establish unnecessary procedural barriers to limit the Department’s authority
to enforce consumer protections and safeguard the flying public from unfair and deceptive practices
by airlines.7
Controversial in ordinary times, these measures have come as part of a concerted effort by
the Administration to ram through a reckless deregulatory agenda while the country copes with a
pandemic. As Robert Weissman, the President of Public Citizen, recently commented, “[t]he
corruption of this administration is on full display as it uses this crisis as an excuse to further its
corporate agenda while distracting the public from its utter failure to fight the virus.”8
Furthermore, we are concerned that the Trump Administration has not taken adequate steps
to protect the public’s right to participate in the rulemaking process. During this time of national
emergency, tens of millions of Americans will find it impossible to meaningful participate in
ongoing federal agency rulemaking proceedings. Thousands of agency comment periods have
closed since President Trump’s emergency declaration, and more than 1,000 federal agency
comment periods will close in the next month, all the while health care providers, first responders,
and state and local officials are on the frontlines helping their communities respond to the COVID19 pandemic. Disruptions caused by COVID-19 will also deprive citizens, state and local
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communities, and other stakeholders the opportunity to engage with agencies on major policy
decisions that affect public health and safety, environmental protection, education, and numerous
other important issues. Moreover, as federal agencies have moved their operations almost
exclusively online, tens of millions of Americans without access to broadband are effectively
denied even the opportunity to comment in agency rulemaking proceedings.9
In response to this concern, numerous Members of Congress have requested that federal
agencies conserve their efforts and resources, including by delaying non-essential rulemaking
activity. In April, the Chairs of fourteen Committees in the House of Representatives requested that
you extend all agency public comment periods for 45 days beyond the end of the declared national
emergency, explaining failure to extend comment periods would deprive Americans of their rights
to engage with agencies considering major changes to public policy.10 Rather than respond to these
concerns with policies that would safeguard public participation in the rulemaking process, Mr. Paul
Ray, the Administrator of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, said that “a wholesale
extension of the comment periods of pending notices of proposed rulemaking would be
inappropriate.”11
State and local government leaders have made similar requests to protect public
participation in the rulemaking system. For example, in March, organizations representing
America’s state and local governments requested a pause for all federal agency comment periods,12
and a coalition of 21 state attorneys general called on the Trump Administration to “prioritize
regulations that are responsive to the COVID-19 pandemic, including its economic impact, while
generally freezing all new and pending regulations other than those that address emergency
situations or other urgent circumstances relating to health, safety, financial, or national security
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matters, or that are required by statutory or judicial deadlines.”13 As they note, this need is “self
evident” and would “ensure that all appropriate federal resources are directed towards the present
public health and national emergencies and that the federal Government does not unnecessarily take
steps that would call for action by state or local governments, by businesses and other organizations
affected by the current emergencies, or by our residents, whose ability to meet and communicate
with each other has been limited by measures adopted in response to the emergencies.”14
We therefore request that you provide the House Judiciary Committee with all directives,
guidance, or communications issued by OMB or OIRA since March 13, 2020 regarding
prioritization of rulemaking proceedings and rulemaking comment periods by June 19, 2020. We
also request a briefing for House Judiciary Committee staff on the implementation of Executive
Order 13,924, along with the Trump Administration’s ongoing deregulatory efforts and adoption of
harmful rules, unrelated to the COVID-19 pandemic. The briefing should cover matters including,
but not limited to:
1.

The extent to which you have urged federal agencies and OIRA to prioritize actions related
to the pandemic response and economic recovery;

2.

Whether rulemaking proceedings that were pending or not yet initiated as of March 13,
2020, and not directly related to the public health or economic response to the COVID-19
pandemic, can or have been classified as “non-essential;”

3.

The extent to which OMB has instructed agencies to extend ongoing public comment
periods beyond the end of the declared national emergency; and

4.

Whether you have considered any such extensions, including reopening comment periods
that closed between March 13, 2020—the date President Trump declared a national
emergency—to present.

We request that you respond with possible dates for the briefing by no later than the close of
business on June 19, 2020.
Sincerely,


Jerrold Nadler
Chairman
House Committee on the Judiciary

David N. Cicilline
Chairman
House Subcommittee on Antitrust,
Commercial and Administrative Law

13

Letter from 21 state attorneys general to Russell T. Vought, Acting Director, Office of Management and Budget
(Mar. 31, 2020), https://www.nj.gov/oag/newsreleases20/COVID-19-Rule-Delay-Letter-Final.pdf.
14

Id.

4

Joe Neguse
House Subcommittee on Antitrust,
Commercial and Administrative Law

Additional Cosigners:
Representative Jamie Raskin
Representative Pramila Jayapal
Representative Mary Gay Scanlon
Representative Sylvia R. Garcia
Representative Lucy McBath
Representative Ted Deutch
Representative Shelia Jackson Lee
Representative Steve Cohen
Representative Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, Jr.
Representative Madeline Dean
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