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BY AMB. VALERIY CHALY, CONTRIBUTOR - 08/04/16 01:30 PM EDT 29

The U.S. presidential race has captured attention of the world, sometimes posing
serious challenges for foreign diplomats when they find their country in the
campaign's spotlight. Ukraine, which came to the world's attention two years
with its Revolution of Dignity and then worked to remain on the world's radar
after Russian aggression, has found itself in the spotlight once again.

Recent comments by Republican nominee Donald Trump about the Ukrainian
peninsula of Crimea — occupied by Russia since March 2014 — have raised
serious concerns in Kyiv and beyond Ukraine. Many in Ukraine are unsure what
to think, since Trump's comments stand in sharp contrast to the Republican
party platform. Since the Russian aggression, there has been bipartisan support
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storage facilities and has already deployed the means for carrying the weapons,
including warships and combat aircrafts.

Russia did enter Ukraine in 2014 and would undoubtedly keep on invading
should the position of the most important global actors be favorable or neutral,
or one of appeasement, and should Ukraine not continue enhancing its defense
potential. Right now, Russia is flexing its muscles, building military capacity and
testing state-of-the-art weapons in the Ukrainian Donbas. In numbers, Russia's
presence in Ukraine means on average 400 shells a week.

Last week, Ukraine's Ministry of Defense identified and reported 22 flights of
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) operated by Russia-backed militants. Russia
continues to pour its weapons and military equipment to Donbas: For instance,
from July 22 to July 28, nearly 6,000 tons of fuel, 80 tons of ammunition and 120
tons of military cargo (including repair parts for military vehicles) were
delivered through an uncontrolled part of the Ukrainian-Russian border, The
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe's monitoring mission has
reported that Russian-backed militants have used a wide array of heavy
weapons, including mortars, high-caliber artillery and tanks.

This bloody war, which has already taken more than 10,000 Ukrainian lives and
internally displaced almost 2 million, is a fight of a young democracy for
independence and its choice to be part of the West and embrace Western values.
Neglecting or trading the cause of a nation inspired by those values — cemented
by Americans in their fight for independence and civil rights — would send a
wrong message to the people of Ukraine and many others in the world who look
to the U.S. as to a beacon of freedom and democracy.

Chaly is Ukraine's ambassador to the United States.
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* The United States strongly supports Ukraine as it deepens its democracy, fights cormuption,
pursues economic reform, and improves its abiliry to defend itself egainst Russia's ongeing
AZETLESI0N.

* President Trump has invited President Zelenskyy to visit him at the White House, and bath
sides arc working on the scheduling of such a meeting,

* We understand that the Ukrainian government taking shape under President Znalenakb@' is
committed to fighting corraption and other illegal activities and that investigations into such
matters would be consistent within that overall approach.

* Amhbassador Volker has confirmed that, at Presidential Advisor Andriv Yermak's requcst,
Volleer put Yermalk in direct contact with Mr. Giuliani.

 Mr. Giulizni is a private citizen and zcts in a personal ca pacity as a lawyer for President
Trump. He does not speak on behalf of the US. Gavernment. We would refer wou ta M.
Giuliani for information about the conrent of Mr, Giuliani's comversations with Uleainian
afficials,




