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Dear Mr. Baccus:

In January 2025, deadly wildfires devastated and wreaked havoc in the state of
California.! In response to the wildfires, an organization called FireAid held a benefit concert
raising $100 million, which the organization promised to send directly to people affected by the
wildfires.? According to available information, the Altadena Talks Foundation received grant
money from FireAid.? As part of our oversight responsibilities, we request your voluntary
cooperation with our inquiry.

According to an internal report commissioned by FireAid, Altadena Talks Foundation
received $100,000 in grants to support victims of the California wildfires.* The Altadena Talks
Foundation received funds for the purpose of “support[ing] the Toni Raines podcast and other
shows . . ..”° Toni Raines is a “systems administrator consultant specializing in software for
searching, monitoring, and analyzing machine-generated data.”® Raines is heavily involved in the
tech industry, but discussed the California wildfires on her podcast, thereby receiving a FireAid
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grant.” However, it remains unclear how and if this FireAid money went to directly aid wildfire
victims.

On January 8, 2025, then-President Joe Biden approved a disaster declaration for the
California fires, making federal funds available to victims and authorizing federal agencies to
assist in the recovery efforts.® The nation has an important interest in assisting victims of
federally declared disaster and in discouraging potential fraud or misuse of charitable funds
solicited to help these victims. It is critical in this case that money raised for fire recovery efforts
go directly to victims of the California fires. Therefore, as part of the Committee’s oversight, we
respectfully ask that you provide the following documents and information:

1. A detailed breakdown of all money received from FireAid, directly and indirectly,
including the amount, date, recipient, and purpose of each expenditure; and

2. All documents and communications referring or relating to FireAid for the period January
1, 2025, to the present.

Please produce all documents and information as soon as possible but no later than 5:00 p.m. on
January 20, 2026.

The Supreme Court has recognized that Congress has a “broad and indispensable” power
to conduct oversight, which “encompasses inquiries into the administration of existing laws,
studies of proposed laws, and surveys in our social, economic or political system for the purpose
of enabling Congress to remedy them.” Pursuant to the Rules of the House of Representatives
the Judiciary Committee is authorized to conduct oversight of matters concerning criminal law
and fraud in order to inform potential legislative reform.!”

If you have any questions about this matter, please contact Committee staff at (202) 225-
6906. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Ze%ﬁy‘ 7 L( %frﬂ ?QAC/%\
Chair

Member of Congress

cc: The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Ranking Member
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