Congress of the United States

THasghington, BDE 20515

June 30, 2025

Ms. Janiece Evans-Page

Chief Executive Officer

The Tides Network

1012 Torney Avenue

San Francisco, CA 94129-1755

Dear Ms. Evans-Page:

According to reports, the Biden-Harris Administration may have funneled U.S. taxpayer
funds to certain Israeli entities in a manner that undermines Israel’s democratically elected
government.! The use of federal grants for such purposes risks harming America’s relationship
with one of its closest allies and undermines core civil liberties in both the United States and
Israel. Additionally, the misuse of federal grant funds may, in some cases, amount to a criminal
offense.? As part of our constitutional oversight responsibilities, we request your organization’s
voluntary cooperation with our inquiry.

In 2023, Israel experienced widespread protests over the government’s plan to reform the
country’s judicial system.? The Biden-Harris Administration openly opposed the proposed
reforms, with President Biden saying that Israel “cannot continue down this road.”* Media
reports later alleged that these protests were funded in part by U.S. grant money that had been
funneled through various American and Israeli non-governmental organizations (NGOs) to
groups directing the protests.”

For example, in 2023, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID)
reportedly provided approximately $25 million to the Tides Center for a previously awarded
grant that included a program to “advance U.S. foreign policy objectives.”® That same year, the

! See David Isaac, Foreign funding of judicial-reform protests spurs Knesset legislation, JEWISH NEWS SYNDICATE
(Feb. 18, 2025); Caroline Glick, How Biden subverts Israeli democracy, JEWISH NEWS SYNDICATE (Feb. 17, 2023).
2 See 18 U.S.C. § 666(a)(1)(A). Additional offenses may apply if an applicant misrepresents its reasons for obtaining
a grant. See 18 U.S.C. §§ 287, 371, 1001, 1343.

3 Ruby Mellen et al., Protests rocked Israel for 29 consecutive weeks. There'’s more to come., WASH. POST (July 24,
2023).

4 Brett Samuels, Biden on Israel s proposed judicial reforms: ‘They cannot continue down this road’, THE HILL
(Mar. 28, 2023).

5 See e.g., Glick, supra note 1; Adam Kredo, How Taxpayer Funds Are Flowing to a Group Bankrolling Anti-
Netanyahu Protests, WASH. FREE BEACON (Mar. 6, 2023).

6 See Award Profile: Cooperative Agreement FAIN AIDOAAAI1600007, USASPENDING.GOV,
https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST NON_AIDOAAA1600007 7200 (last visited May 29, 2025) (listing
dates of payments of USAID’s $25 million cooperative agreement with the Tides Center).
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Tides Center gave $490,000 to the Foundation for Middle East Peace (FMEP),” an entity that has
donated in the past to the Movement for Freedom of Information — Israel, “a group run by
leftwing television journalists who use the platform to disseminate anti-[Prime Minister
Benjamin] Netanyahu propaganda.”® This was not the first time U.S. taxpayer-funded grants had
been used to support protests against Prime Minister Netanyahu or his government’s policies.’

These reports reflect the poor track record of USAID and the State Department in funding
entities in the region. USAID and the State Department have even provided direct support to
Hamas and other terrorist groups.'? From 2007 through 2024, USAID and the State Department
sent at least $122 million to NGOs aligned with designated terrorist organizations.!! Many of
those NGOs have openly espoused antisemitic rhetoric and encouraged violence against Jewish
individuals.'?

Congress has an important interest in ensuring that taxpayer-funded grants are used in a
manner that is consistent with statutory authorization and congressional intent. As part of the
Committee’s oversight, we ask that you provide the following documents and information from
January 20, 2021, to the present:

1. All documents and communications referring or relating to any grants, cooperative
agreements, or other awards the Tides Network received from USAID, the Department of
Labor, or the State Department including, but not limited to the Application, Proposal
Abstract, Grant Agreement, Financial Management and System of Internal Controls
Questionnaire, and Consolidated Budget Summary documents;

2. All documents and communications referring or relating to any donations, grants, or other
financial contributions the Tides Network received from or donated to Blue White Future,
the Middle East Peace Dialogue Network, the Foundation for Middle East Peace, PEF
Israel Endowment Funds, Jewish Communal Fund, New Israel Fund, Rockefeller
Philanthropy Advisors, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Open Society Foundations,
B’Tselem, Palestine Children’s Relief Fund, Adalah Justice Project, American Friends

7 See Tides Network, NGO MONITOR (Mar. 6, 2025) https://ngo-monitor.org/funder/tides-network/.

8 Foundation for Middle East Peace, INSIDE PHILANTHROPY, https://www.insidephilanthropy.com/find-a-
grant/grants-f/foundation-for-middle-east-peace (last visited May 30, 2025).

® See STAFF OF PERMANENT SUBCOMM. ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE S. COMM. ON HOMELAND SEC. &
GOVERNMENTAL AFFS., 114TH CONG., REVIEW OF U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT GRANTS TO ONEVOICE (Comm. Print
2016).

10See Sam Westrop, The U.S. Charitable Network That Subsidizes Hamas, and the Donors Behind It, MIDDLE E. F.
(Nov. 14, 2023) (stating that from 2007-2023, USAID and the State Department authorized over $100 million in
grants to Hamas-aligned NGOs in the U.S.); US-funded NGO Aid Benefiting Hamas: Mercy Corps and ANERA
Operations in Gaza, NGO MONITOR (Jan. 21, 2025) (identifying USAID and State Department grants to two
NGOs that “rely on close coordination with the Hamas-controlled Gaza Ministry of Social Development” to select
beneficiaries of “cash-assistance” and other programs).

'Sam Westrop, Terror Finance at the State Department and USAID, MIDDLE E. F. (Feb. 1, 2025).

12 Id ; see also Sam Westrop, Top Federal Government Partner ANERA Is a Hive of Jew-Hate and Hamas-Support,
MIDDLE E. F. (May 22, 2024).
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Service Committee, Jewish Voice for Peace, or the Peres Center for Peace and
Innovation; and

3. A detailed breakdown of how funds the Tides Network received from or donated to
USAID, the Department of Labor, the State Department, Blue White Future, the Middle
East Peace Dialogue Network, the Foundation for Middle East Peace, PEF Israel
Endowment Funds, Jewish Communal Fund, New Israel Fund, Rockefeller Philanthropy
Advisors, the Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Open Society Foundations, B’ Tselem, Palestine
Children’s Relief Fund, Adalah Justice Project, American Friends Service Committee,
Jewish Voice for Peace, or the Peres Center for Peace and Innovation were spent,
including the amount, date, recipient, and purpose of each expenditure, along with any
relevant supporting documentation.

This request applies to the Tides Network and its subsidiary organizations, the Tides Foundation
and Tides Center. Please produce all documents and information as soon as possible but no later
than 5:00 p.m. on July 14, 2025.

This letter serves as a formal request to preserve all existing and future records and
materials relating to the topics addressed in this letter. You should construe this preservation
notice as an instruction to take all reasonable steps to prevent the destruction or alteration,
whether intentionally or negligently, of all documents, communications, and other information,
including electronic information and metadata, that are or may be responsive to this
congressional inquiry. This instruction includes all electronic messages sent using your
professional and personal accounts or devices, including records created using text messages,
phone-based message applications, or encryption software.

The Supreme Court has recognized that Congress has a “broad and indispensable” power
to conduct oversight, which “encompasses inquiries into the administration of existing laws,
studies of proposed laws, and surveys in our social, economic or political system for the purpose
of enabling Congress to remedy them.”!® The Judiciary Committee is authorized to conduct
oversight of matters concerning civil liberties and criminal law pursuant to the Rules of the
House of Representatives.!* The Committee on Foreign Affairs is authorized to conduct oversight
of matters concerning relations with foreign nations pursuant to the Rules of the House of
Representatives.!® If you have any questions about this request, please contact Committee staff at
(202) 225-6906.

3 Trump v. Mazars USA, LLP, 591 U.S. 848, 862 (2020) (internal quotation marks omitted).
14 Rules of the House of Representatives, 119th Cong., R. X (2025).
5 1d.



Ms. Janiece Evans-Page
June 30, 2025
Page 4

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
Jim Jo rian Mast
Chairgfan Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary Committee on Foreign Affairs
cc: The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Ranking Member, Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Gregory Meeks, Ranking Member, Committee on Foreign Affairs



