
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 24, 2025 

 

Ms. Angelica Salas 

Executive Director 

Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights 

2533 West 3rd Street, Suite 101 

Los Angeles, CA 90057 

 

Dear Ms. Salas: 

 

On June 6, 2025, protests broke out in Los Angeles, California after U.S. Immigration 

and Customs Enforcement (ICE) officials arrested illegal aliens, including individuals previously 

convicted of violent or otherwise dangerous crimes such as willful cruelty to a child, sexual 

battery, cocaine trafficking, and assault.1 The protests quickly turned violent and continued for 

nearly two weeks.2 According to media reports, the Coalition for Humane Immigrant Rights 

(CHIRLA) is one of the groups leading and funding the protests.3 During the Biden-Harris 

Administration, CHIRLA received taxpayer-funded grants worth nearly $1 million.4 This raises 

concerns that CHIRLA may be using federal funds to support violent criminal activity that 

impedes the enforcement of federal immigration law. As part of our constitutional oversight 

responsibilities, we request your voluntary cooperation with our oversight of this matter. 

 

According to public records, CHIRLA received significant funding from the federal 

government during the Biden-Harris Administration.5 In September 2023, the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) awarded CHIRLA a $450,000 grant for “citizenship instruction and 

naturalization services.”6 In March 2025, the Trump Administration terminated the grant and 

 
1 Editorial Board, How Democrats defend the WORST migrants and blame Trump for riots ordered up by the left, 

N.Y. POST (June 9, 2025). 
2 See Nick Butler, Los Angeles taxpayers to foot millions for 'peaceful' anti-ICE protests, FOX NEWS (June 21, 2025) 

(citing data provided by the Los Angeles City Controller that the anti-ICE riots cost taxpayers over $32 million). 
3 Chris Nesi, Some LA migrant protests fueled by taxpayer-funded group with Dem ties — another with CCP link, 

N.Y. POST (June 8, 2025).  
4 See infra notes 6, 8-10 and accompanying text. 
5 See infra notes 6, 8-10 and accompanying text. 
6 Award Profile: Project Grant FAIN 23CICET00327, USASPENDING.GOV, 

https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_23CICET00327_7003 (last visited June 10, 2025) [hereinafter 

“2023 Grant”]. 
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sought to recoup approximately $100,000 in unobligated funds.7 DHS also awarded CHIRLA a 

$250,000 grant in 2021 for “citizenship instruction and naturalization services,”8 and another 

$250,000 grant in 2022 for “innovations in citizenship education.”9 In total, CHIRLA received 

federal grants worth a combined total of nearly $1 million from the Biden-Harris 

Administration.10 This is but one of many examples of the Biden-Harris Administration giving 

taxpayer funds to non-governmental organizations that supported its radical open borders and 

soft-on-crime policies.11 

 

Congress has an important interest in ensuring that taxpayer-funded grants are used in a 

manner that is consistent with statutory authorization and congressional intent. As part of the 

Committee’s oversight, we ask that you provide the following documents and information: 

 

1. All documents and communications referring or relating to any grants, cooperative 

agreements, or other awards that CHIRLA received from the federal government from 

January 20, 2021 to the present, including, but not limited to the Application, Proposal 

Abstract, Grant Agreement, Financial Management and System of Internal Controls 

Questionnaire, and Consolidated Budget Summary documents;  

 

2. A detailed breakdown of how funds CHIRLA received from the federal government from 

January 20, 2021 to the present were spent, including the amount, date, recipient, and 

purpose of each expenditure, along with any relevant supporting documentation; 

 

3. All documents and communications referring or relating to any donations, grants, or other 

financial contributions CHIRLA received from or gave to any other non-governmental 

organizations from January 20, 2021 to the present; and 

 

4. All documents and communications from January 20, 2025 to the present referring or 

relating to protests against ICE, DHS, Customs and Border Protection, enforcement of 

immigration laws, or the Trump Administration’s immigration policies. 

 

Please produce all documents and information as soon as possible but no later than 5:00 p.m. on 

July 8, 2025.  

 

 
7 Letter from Jacqueline Greely, Grants Mgmt. Officer, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec., to Angelica Salas, Exec. Dir., 

Coal. for Humane Immigrant Rts. (Mar. 27, 2025). 
8 Award Profile: Block Grant FAIN 21CICET00204, USASPENDING.GOV, 

https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_21CICET00204_7003 (last visited June 10, 2025) [hereinafter 

“2021 Grant”]. 
9 Award Profile: Project Grant FAIN 22CICET00277, USASPENDING.GOV, 

https://www.usaspending.gov/award/ASST_NON_22CICET00277_7003 (last visited June 10, 2025) [hereinafter 

“2022 Grant”]. 
10 See 2023 Grant, supra note 6; 2022 Grant, supra note 9; 2021 Grant, supra note 8. 
11 See, e.g., STAFF REPORT, S. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY, 119TH CONG., REPORT ON THE JUSTICE DEPARTMENT’S 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS GRANT AWARDS TO IMPACT JUSTICE AND SOROS-FUNDED VERA INSTITUTE OF JUSTICE 

FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF PROGRESSIVE PROSECUTOR POLICIES (June 5, 2025); Todd Bensman, Kristi Noem stops 

taxpayer money from funding illegal migrant flood, N.Y. POST (Feb. 1, 2025). 
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This letter serves as a formal request to preserve all existing and future records and 

materials relating to the topics addressed in this letter. You should construe this preservation 

notice as an instruction to take all reasonable steps to prevent the destruction or alteration, 

whether intentionally or negligently, of all documents, communications, and other information, 

including electronic information and metadata, that are or may be responsive to this 

congressional inquiry. This instruction includes all electronic messages sent using your 

professional and personal accounts or devices, including records created using text messages, 

phone-based message applications, or encryption software. 

 

The Supreme Court has recognized that Congress has a “broad and indispensable” power 

to conduct oversight, which “encompasses inquiries into the administration of existing laws, 

studies of proposed laws, and surveys in our social, economic or political system for the purpose 

of enabling Congress to remedy them.”12 The Judiciary Committee is authorized to conduct 

oversight of matters concerning federal criminal law and federal immigration law pursuant to the 

Rules of the House of Representatives.13 If you have any questions about this request, please 

contact Committee staff at (202) 225-6906.  

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Jim Jordan      Tom McClintock 

Chairman      Chairman 

 Subcommittee on Immigration Integrity, 

Security, and Enforcement 

 

 

 

Andy Biggs 

Chairman 

Subcommittee on Crime and  

Federal Government Surveillance 

 

cc:  The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Ranking Member 

 

The Honorable Pramila Jayapal, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Immigration 

Integrity, Security, and Enforcement 

 

The Honorable Lucy McBath, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Crime and Federal 

Government Surveillance 

 
12 Trump v. Mazars USA, LLP, 591 U.S. 848, 862 (2020) (internal quotation marks omitted). 
13 Rules of the House of Representatives, 119th Cong., R. X (2025). 


