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The Honorable Kash Patel
Director

Federal Bureau of Investigation
935 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20535

Dear Director Patel:

Under the leadership of former Director Christopher Wray, the Federal Bureau of
Investigation (FBI) deputized financial institutions to act as arms of federal law enforcement in
an effort to surveil Americans engaged in constitutionally protected activity. During the 118th
Congress, the Committee on the Judiciary conducted oversight of this abuse of power, issuing
multiple subpoenas to financial institutions, conducting transcribed interviews, holding a
hearing, and releasing two reports.! As we continue our oversight of these abuses in the 119th
Congress, we write to request documents and information about the FBI’s requests for and use of
financial data from financial institutions.

Following the events of January 6, 2021, a whistleblower disclosed to the Committee
how Bank of America (BoA), voluntarily and without legal process, provided the FBI with a list
of names of all individuals who used a BoA credit or debit card in the Washington, D.C. region
around that time.? After other FBI officials corroborated these allegations, the Committee and
Select Subcommittee on the Weaponization of the Federal Government requested documents
fromgBoA and six other financial institutions about federal law enforcement’s receipt of financial
data.

! See STAFF OF H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY AND SELECT SUBCOMM. ON THE WEAPONIZATION OF THE FED. GOV’T OF
THE H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY, 118TH CONG., FINANCIAL SURVEILLANCE IN THE UNITED STATES: HOW FEDERAL
LAwW ENFORCEMENT COMMANDEERED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO SPY ON AMERICANS (Comm. Print Mar. 6, 2024);
STAFF OF H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY AND SELECT SUBCOMM. ON THE WEAPONIZATION OF THE FED. GOV’T OF THE
H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY, 118TH CONG., FINANCIAL SURVEILLANCE IN THE UNITED STATES: HOW THE FEDERAL
GOVERNMENT WEAPONIZED THE BANK SECRECY ACT TO SPY ON AMERICANS (Comm. Print Dec. 6, 2024); see also
Hearing on the Weaponization of Government: Hearing Before the Select Subcomm. on the Weaponization of the
Fed. Gov'tofthe H Comm. on the Judiciary, 118th Cong. (2024).

2 See Transcribed Interview of Mr. George Hill at 74-76 (Feb. 7, 2023).

3 See, e.g., Letter from Rep. Jim Jordan, Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, et al., to Brian Moynihan, Chief
Exec. Officer, Bank of Am. Corp. (May 25, 2023).
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We obtained documents that revealed that following the events of January 6, 2021,
federal law enforcement, including the FBI, initiated multiple discussions with the Financial
Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) and some of the largest financial institutions in the
United States.* Following these discussions, federal law enforcement and FinCEN shared various
nonpublic documents and information with financial institutions. The FBI shared one
intelligence product, titled, “Domestic Violence Extremists Likely Emboldened in Aftermath of
Capitol Breach,” prepared by the FBI, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), and the
National Counterterrorism Center (NCTC), with financial institutions to alert them to individuals
that may fit the profile of criminal and domestic violent extremists.> Another document showed
how financial institutions should filter Zelle payments using keywords like “MAGA” and
“TRUMP” and that “the purchase of books (including religious texts) and subscriptions to other
media containing extremist views” could be evidence of “Homegrown Violent Extremism.”® Our
first interim report detailed how federal law enforcement derisively viewed Americans, targeting
those who expressed opposition to issues such as open border policies, COVID-19 lockdowns,
firearm regulations, and vaccine mandates as potential domestic terrorists.’

On December 6, 2024, the Committee and Select Subcommittee released a second
interim report that highlighted how federal law enforcement used its virtually unchecked access
to private financial data to deputize the financial sector as a de facto investigative arm. In
particular, we detailed how the FBI manipulated the Suspicious Activity Report (SAR) filing
process by encouraging financial institutions to file SARs based on names and other criteria
shared by the FBI.8 This process ran roughshod over the requirements of the Bank Secrecy Act
(BSA) and allowed the FBI and possibly thousands of other law enforcement officials to obtain
warrantless access to Americans’ sensitive data.® Indeed, as detailed in our report, thousands of
federal, state, and local law enforcement officials are able to access BSA data, including SAR
filings, through a Treasury Department program known as FinCEN Query.*° In addition,
approximately 27,000 federal officials are able to download BSA data onto their own internal
agency systems, outside of the purview of FinCEN regulators, through the Agency Integrated
Access program.*!

4 See STAFF OF H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY AND SELECT SUBCOMM. ON THE WEAPONIZATION OF THE FED. GOV’T OF
THE H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY, 118TH CONG., FINANCIAL SURVEILLANCE IN THE UNITED STATES: HOW FEDERAL
LAW ENFORCEMENT COMMANDEERED FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS TO SPY ON AMERICANS 13 (Comm. Print Mar. 6,
2024).

51d. at 15-16.

6 1d. at 22-24.

"Id. at 17.

8 See STAFF OF H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY AND SELECT SUBCOMM. ON THE WEAPONIZATION OF THE FED. GOV’T OF
THE H. COMM. ON THE JUDICIARY, 118TH CONG., FINANCIAL SURVEILLANCE IN THE UNITED STATES: HOW THE
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT WEAPONIZED THE BANK SECRECY ACT TO SPY ON AMERICANS 28-29 (Comm. Print Dec. 6,
2024) (hereinafter “December Report”).

9 See id. at 17-18, 25-26.

10 See FINANCIAL CRIMES ENFORCEMENT NETWORK, FACT SHEET FINCEN QUERY.

11 December Report, supra note 8 at 17.
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The Committee remains concerned about the way in which the FBI procured this

information. Accordingly, as we continue our oversight, we ask that you please provide the
following documents and information for the period January 1, 2021, to present:

1.

All documents and communications between the FBI and any financial institution in
which the FBI requested that a financial institution file a SAR based on specific criteria
or in which an FBI employee requested that a financial institution share a SAR directly
with an FBI employee;

All internal documents, correspondence, memoranda, or materials referring or relating to
how the FBI obtains BSA data from financial institutions;

All documents and communications between or among FBI employees, FinCEN
employees, or employees of any other federal agency referring or relating to the use of
typologies, or other keywords, search terms, and techniques that may be used to identify,
query, monitor, flag, target, or limit certain kinds of financial transactions;

All documents and communications between or among the FBI and any financial
institution referring or relating to domestic extremism or domestic violent extremism;

All documents and communications between or among the FBI’s Office of the Private
Sector or Strategic Partner Engagement Section and any financial institution referring or
relating to the events at the Capitol on January 6, 2021;

All documents and communications between or among the FBI’s Office of the Private
Sector or Strategic Partner Engagement Section and FinCEN referring or relating to the

events at the Capitol on January 6, 2021;

Documents sufficient to show the total number of FBI employees with access to BSA
data;

All Memoranda of Understanding for “Agency Integrated Access” between the FBI and
FinCEN; and

Documents sufficient to show the number of FBI employees with access to BSA data
through Agency Integrated Access.

We appreciate your leadership in refocusing the FBI on its public-safety mission and

improving transparency and accountability in the Bureau. Accordingly, we respectfully ask that
you direct the relevant FBI employees to produce all documents and information as soon as
possible but no later than 10:00 am on April 4, 2025. Pursuant to the Rules of the House of

Representatives, the Committee on the Judiciary is authorized to conduct oversight of the FB

I.12

12 Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, R. X (2025).
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If you have any questions about this matter, please contact Committee staff at (202) 225-

6906. Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.

CC:

Sincerely,
Jim J Jeff Van Drew
Chaiffhan Chairman
Subcommittee on Oversight
-~
.A«f

Barry Loudermilk
Member of Congress

The Honorable Jamie Raskin, Ranking Member

The Honorable Jasmine Crockett, Ranking Member, Subcommittee on Oversight



