
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 22, 2024 

 

The Honorable Alejandro Mayorkas 

Secretary 

U.S. Department of Homeland Security 

3017 7th St. S.W. 

Washington, DC 20528 

 

Dear Secretary Mayorkas: 

 

The Committee on the Judiciary continues to conduct oversight of the Department of 

Homeland Security (DHS) and the Biden-Harris Administration’s enforcement of federal 

immigration law. With President Trump’s decisive victory earlier this month, we are concerned 

that DHS may attempt to purge relevant records, communications, and documents responsive to 

our numerous requests for information.1 We reiterate our requests, which are itemized in the 

 
1 Letter from Jim Jordan, Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of 

Homeland Sec. (Jan. 17, 2023); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro 

Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Mar. 9, 2023); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. 

on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (May 15, 2023); Letter from Jim 

Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. 

(Aug. 8, 2023); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, 

U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Sept. 5, 2023); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, 

to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Nov. 2, 2023); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, 

H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Nov. 6, 2023); Letter from 

Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland 

Sec. (Jan. 22, 2024); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas 

Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Mar. 19, 2024); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the 

Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Apr. 3, 2024); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., 

Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Apr. 30, 2024); 

Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of 

Homeland Sec. (May 24, 2024); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro 

Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (June 21, 2024); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. 

on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Aug. 9, 2024); Email from Comm. 

staff to Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Sept. 17, 2024) (on file with Comm.); Email from Comm. staff to Dep’t of 

Homeland Sec. (Sept. 20, 2024) (on file with Comm.); Letter from Jim Jordan et al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the 

Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Sept. 24, 2024); Letter from Jim Jordan et 

al., Chairman, H. Comm. on the Judiciary, to Alejandro Mayorkas Sec’y, U.S. Dep’t of Homeland Sec. (Oct. 22, 

2024). 
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attached appendix and incorporated herein, and ask that you produce the entirety of the requested 

material as soon as possible but no later than December 6, 2024.  

 

Furthermore, this letter serves as a formal request to preserve all existing and future 

records and materials related to the Biden-Harris Administration’s enforcement of federal 

immigration law. You should construe this preservation notice as an instruction to take all 

reasonable steps to prevent the destruction or alteration, whether intentionally or negligently, of 

all documents, communications, and other information, including electronic information and 

metadata, that are or may be responsive to this congressional inquiry. This instruction includes 

all electronic messages sent using official and personal accounts or devices, including records 

created using text messages, phone-based message applications, or encryption software.  

 

If you have any questions about this request, please contact Committee staff at (202) 225-

6906. Pursuant to the Rules of House of Representatives, the Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to conduct oversight of DHS.2  

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Jim Jordan 

Chairman 

 

 

cc: The Honorable Jerrold L. Nadler, Ranking Member 

 

Enclosure 
 

  

 
2 Rules of the U.S. House of Representatives, R. X, 118th Cong. (2023).  
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Appendix: Outstanding Oversight Requests 

 

January 17, 2023: 

 

1. The status and disposition of each case in which an illegal alien on the terrorist watchlist 

was encountered by Border Patrol at the southwest border and subsequently released in 

the United States. 

 

2. How many ICE agents and officers are needed to deport the 1.2 million aliens who 

remain in the United States despite having been ordered removed by an immigration 

judge? 

 

3. What does the Department intend to do to identify and remove criminal aliens who are 

among the 836,000 aliens you have released into the interior of the United States? 

 

4. The number of the 836,000 illegal aliens the Department released into each state and the 

District of Columbia. 
 

5. The NGOs with which DHS has worked and is working to identify aliens for potential 

exemption from Title 42 public health authority expulsion. 

 

March 9, 2023: 

 

1. The number of days between the filing date of the Form I-134 and the decision date for 

each supporter who filed a Form I-134 on behalf of a Cuban, Haitian, Nicaraguan, or 

Venezuelan beneficiary pursuant to the programs described in the January 6, 2023, DHS 

announcement entitled, “DHS Implements New Processes for Cubans, Haitians, and 

Nicaraguans and Eliminates Cap for Venezuelans.” 

 

2. The number of days between the filing date of the Form I-134 and the date the 

beneficiary is paroled into the United States for each supporter who filed a Form I-134 on 

behalf of a Cuban, Haitian, Nicaraguan, or Venezuelan beneficiary pursuant to the 

programs described in the January 6, 2023, DHS announcement entitled, “DHS 

Implements New Processes for Cubans, Haitians, and Nicaraguans and Eliminates Cap 

for Venezuelans.” 

 

3. The country location of each Cuban, Haitian, Nicaraguan, or Venezuelan beneficiary, 

from which each submitted biographic information to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 

Services pursuant to the process described in the DHS announcement entitled “DHS 

Implements New Processes for Cubans, Haitians, and Nicaraguans and Eliminates Cap 

for Venezuelans.” 
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May 15, 2023: 

 

1. All documents and communications, including records, publications, and memoranda, 

and any information, referring or relating to DHS’s communications with NGOs to 

provide food, lodging, or transportation to aliens encountered at the southwest border. 

This request includes, but is not limited to, any discussions with NGOs regarding the 

recently enacted FEMA Shelter and Services Program. 

 

2. A list of all federal funding awards, including, but not limited to, grants, contracts, or 

other agreements, to NGOs for food, lodging, or transportation of aliens encountered at 

the southwest border between January 20, 2021, to the present. This information includes 

but is not limited to: 

 

a. Identifying those grants or contracts that were awarded under full and open 

competition or less than full and open competition; and 

 

b. Unredacted and signed Justification and Approval (J&A) documents for any 

award for less than full and open competition.  

 

August 8, 2023: 

 

1. Case status information on each of the “nearly 14,000” smugglers arrested by DHS, 

including whether any (and if so, how many) of those smugglers have been arrested more 

than once by the Department since January 20, 2021. 

 

2. Information about each alien on the terrorist watchlist encountered by Border Patrol since 

January 20, 2021, to the present, including, for each alien, whether such alien was 

detained, removed, or released into the interior of the United States at any point and 

whether such alien was prosecuted or incarcerated. 

 

3. An explanation for why Secretary Mayorkas disagreed with the DHS Inspector General’s 

conclusions in the June 2023 report titled, “CBP Released a Migrant on the Terrorist 

Watchlist and ICE Faced Information Sharing Challenges Planning and Conducting the 

Arrest.” 
 

4. The source of the authority that Secretary Mayorkas claimed to allow DHS to define 

classes and categories of parolees. 

 

September 5, 2023: 

 

1. The exact date on which you become aware that a foreign national with ISIS ties had 

helped to smuggle illegal aliens into the United States.  

 

2. The number of aliens who entered the United Sates via this smuggling network who were 

released into the country. 
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3. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network currently 

detained by U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE).  

 

4. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network who are 

not in ICE custody but who remain in the country.   

 

5. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network who 

have not been located by law enforcement officials.  

 

6. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network who 

have been removed from the country.  

 

7. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network who 

were paroled into the country, and through which parole program the aliens were allowed 

to enter.  

 

8. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network who 

were placed into removal proceedings. 

 

9. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network who 

were encountered by Border Patrol agents between ports of entry.  

 

10. The number of aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling network who 

were initially encountered at a port of entry. 

 

11. The Border Patrol sectors through which these aliens entered the country and the number 

who entered through each sector.  

 

12. A breakdown, by age, nationality, and sex, of the aliens who entered the United Sates via 

this smuggling network.  

 

13. The route(s) traveled by the aliens who entered the United States via this smuggling 

network from Turkey to the southwest U.S. border. 

 

14. The terrorist or transnational criminal organizations with which each alien who entered 

the United States via this smuggling network is associated.  

 

15. For each alien who entered the United States via this smuggling network, case history 

information, including, but not limited to, the alien’s immigration history, immigration 

benefits applications, the alien file (A-file) or consular file (including all consular notes), 

and immigration detention status and history. 

 

16. For each alien who entered the United States via this smuggling network, information 

regarding the time, date, and place of any and all of the alien’s entries into the United 

States. 
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17. For each alien who entered the United States via this smuggling network, information 

regarding the alien’s processing by CBP officials, including whether CBP officials were 

alerted to derogatory information about the alien and what questions were asked of the 

alien during the screening process.  

 

18. Whether the ISIS-tied smuggler(s) ever entered the United States since January 20, 2021, 

and if so, the time, date, and place of entry.   

 

19. What, if any, changes has the Department made to its screening and vetting procedures 

for inadmissible aliens encountered at the border who are nationals of Uzbekistan, 

Russia, Georgia, and Chechnya?  

 

November 2, 2023: 

 

1. For each ICE area of responsibility, the number of aliens on the non-detained docket. 

 

2. For each ICE area of responsibility, the number of criminal aliens on the non-detained 

docket. 

 

3. For each ICE area of responsibility, the number of aliens with a final order of removal. 

 

4. The number of aliens who have absconded and who ICE is unable to locate. 

 

5. A breakdown and explanation of the differences in the cost, capability, and compliance 

with GPS monitoring, SmartLINK, and voice ID. 

 

6. The number of aliens enrolled in Alternatives to Detention (ATD) but not enrolled in the 

Intensive Supervision Appearance Program (ISAP) who comply with the reporting 

requirements of ATD. 

 

7. A copy of the training materials for the Basic Enforcement Training Program. 

 

8. The number of aliens in the Newark area of responsibility who absconded during fiscal 

year 2023. 

 

9. The number of aliens on the terrorist watchlist who have been arrested by ICE in the 

Miami area of responsibility during fiscal year 2023.  

 

10. The Weekly Removal and Detention reports for the Miami area of responsibility for 

fiscal year 2023. 

 

11. The number of aliens on the non-detained docket nationwide. 

 

12. The number of criminal aliens on the non-detained docket nationwide. 
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13. The number of aliens in the United States with a final order of removal. 

 

14. The number of stays of removal ICE granted during fiscal year 2023. 

 

15. The number of removals in the New York City area of responsibility during fiscal year 

2023. 

 

16. The number of arrests in the New York City area of responsibility during fiscal year 

2023. 

 

17. The number of aliens in the New York City area of responsibility who absconded during 

fiscal year 2023.  

 

18. All training materials provided to ICE officers and field office directors relating to 

Secretary Mayorkas’s September 30, 2021, memorandum titled, “Guidelines for the 

Enforcement of Civil Immigration Law.” 

 

19. The number of aliens who have yet to schedule an appointment after receiving a Notice 

to Report. 

 

November 6, 2023: 

 

1. All documents and communications between or among DHS or its components and the 

Executive Office of the President, local and state governments (including law 

enforcement entities), foreign governments, or non-governmental organizations referring 

or relating to:  

 

a. The ingress and egress of foreign nationals en route to the United States preceding 

the September 20, 2023, influx in Eagle Pass, Texas. 

 

b. The transport of illegal aliens into the interior of the United States in response to 

the September 20, 2023, influx in Eagle Pass, Texas. 

 

c. The September 20, 2023, closure of Bridge 1 and the international railway 

crossing bridge located in Eagle Pass, Texas. 

 

2. All documents and communications between or among DHS or its components and the 

Executive Office of the President, local and state governments (including law 

enforcement entities), foreign governments, or non-governmental organizations referring 

or relating to: 

 

a. Cutting, interfering with, or removing Concertina wire and fencing installed by 

state and local governments at the southwest border, including the decision to cut 

or interfere with Concertina wire before, during, or after the September 20, 2023, 
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influx in Eagle Pass, Texas, and an identification of the individual(s) who made 

the decision to cut or interfere with the Concertina wire. 

 

b. Whether the Administration has a policy to cut or interfere with Concertina wire 

or fencing installed by state or local governments, allowing illegal aliens to enter 

the country, and an explanation of such policy. 

 

3. All documents or communications referring or relating to intelligence related to the 

increased ingress and egress of foreign nationals from the Darien Gap. 

 

4. All documents or communications referring or relating to the number and percentage of 

illegal aliens presenting at a port of entry and the number and percentage of illegal aliens 

encountered between ports of entry since January 20, 2021. 

 

5. All documents or communications referring or relating to any plans to expand categorical 

parole programs, including the Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua, and Venezuela (CHNV) parole 

programs, to include additional nationalities. 

 

6. All documents or communications referring or relating to the September 20, 2023, 

decision to redesignate Venezuela for Temporary Protected Status (TPS) and other efforts 

to expand or expedite employment authorization documents for illegal aliens. 

 

7. All documents or communications referring or relating to any efforts or plans to impose 

consequences on aliens who illegally cross the southwest border. 

 

8. All documents or communications referring or relating to the number of “gotaways,” 

known and unknown, who have entered the U.S. since January 20, 2021. 

 

January 22, 2024: 

 

1. All data relating to and supporting your assertion that DHS has released into the interior 

over 85 percent of illegal aliens encountered at the southwest border. 

 

2. All documents and communications between or among the Department of Homeland 

Security or its components for the period January 20, 2021, to the present referring or 

relating to the above-referenced over-85 percent release rate for illegal aliens. 

 

3. A numerical breakdown of all illegal alien releases at the southwest border since January 

20, 2021, by release category, including the statutory basis for the release.  

 

March 19, 2024: 

 

1. Case history information for Cory Alvarez, including, but not limited to, the alien’s 

immigration history, immigration benefits applications, the alien file (A-file) or 
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consular file (including all consular notes), and immigration detention status and 

history. 

 

2. Information regarding the time, date, and place of any and all of the alien’s entries 

into the United States. 

 

3. Information regarding the Form I-134A, Online Request to be a Supporter and 

Declaration of Financial Support, on which Alvarez was listed as a beneficiary, 

including the I-134A itself, the supporter who filed the I-134A, and information 

regarding how U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services ensured that the supporter 

continued to fulfill his or her duties pursuant to the Form I-134A requirements.  

 

4. Information regarding the alien’s processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

(CBP) officials, including whether CBP officials were alerted to derogatory 

information about the alien and what questions were asked of the alien during the 

screening process.  

 

April 3, 2024: 

 

1. The number of cases the Executive Office for Immigration Review (EOIR) dismissed for 

DHS’s failure to prosecute. 

 

2. The number of cases described in question 1 for which DHS eventually filed an NTA.  

 

3. All DHS reports on cases dismissed for failure to prosecute. 

 

April 30, 2024: 

 

1. The number of aliens, including those on student visas, who have endorsed or espoused 

terrorist activity or have persuaded others to endorse or espouse terrorist activity or 

support a terrorist organization during anti-Israel protests, disaggregated by visa category, 

if applicable, and country of nationality, including: 

 

a. The number of such aliens for whom DHS has requested the State Department 

revoke their visas based on their actions related to anti-Israel protests, 

disaggregated by visa category, the country of nationality, and the specific action 

that precipitated the revocation request. 

 

b. The number of such aliens who have been placed in removal proceedings, 

including the number removed from the United States, disaggregated by visa 

category and the country of nationality. 

 

2. Whether aliens who endorse or espouse terrorist activity or persuade others to endorse or 

espouse terrorist activity or support a terrorist organization are enforcement priorities 
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under the September 30, 2021, memo, Guidelines for the Enforcement of Civil 

Immigration Law. 

 

May 24, 2024: 

 

1. Case history information for the Jordanian nationals arrested in connection with the 

attempted breach of the Quantico Marine Corps Base on May 3, 2024, including, but not 

limited to, the aliens’ immigration history, immigration benefits applications, the alien 

files (A-files) or consular files (including all consular notes), and immigration detention 

status and history. 

 

2. Information regarding the time, date, and place of any and all of the aliens’ entries into 

the United States. 

 

3. Information regarding the aliens’ processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

(CBP) officials, including whether CBP officials were alerted to derogatory information 

about the alien and what questions were asked of the alien during the screening process. 

 

June 21, 2024: 

 

4. Case history information for each of the eight Tajikistan nationals with suspected ties to 

ISIS arrested in June 2024, including, but not limited to, the aliens’ immigration history, 

immigration benefits applications, the alien files (A-files) or consular files (including all 

consular notes), and immigration detention status and history.  

 

5. Information regarding the time, date, and place of any and all of the aliens’ entries into 

the United States.  

 

6. Information regarding the aliens’ processing by CBP officials, including whether CBP 

officials were alerted to derogatory information about the aliens and what questions were 

asked of the aliens during the screening process.  

 

7. Information regarding each alien’s bond hearing(s), if any, including the time, date, 

place, bond amount, and outcome of any such bond hearing(s).  

 

August 9, 2024: 

 

1. Case history information for Asif Merchant, including, but not limited to, the alien’s 

immigration history, immigration benefits applications, the alien file (A-file) or consular 

file (including all consular notes), and immigration detention status and history. 

 

2. Information regarding the time, date, and place of any and all of the alien’s entries into 

the United States. 
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3. Information regarding the alien’s processing by U.S. Customs and Border Protection 

(CBP) officials, including whether CBP officials were alerted to derogatory information 

about the alien and what questions were asked of the alien during the screening process. 

 

September 17, 2024: 

 

1. How many aliens who have entered the country pursuant to CHNV since October 2022 

have changed their immigration status?  

 

a. Please disaggregate the above total based on alien CHNV nationality. 

 

b. Please disaggregate the total by immigration status to which the alien has changed 

(for example TPS, LPR, asylee, etc.). 

 

2. How many aliens who have entered the country pursuant to CHNV since October 2022 

remain CHNV parolees?  

 

a. Please disaggregate the above total based on alien CHNV nationality. 

   

3. Does DHS plan to re-parole aliens who entered the country pursuant to CHNV since 

October 2022 who have not changed their immigration status prior to the time the alien’s 

initial grant of parole expires?  

 

4. If so, which DHS agency will be responsible for re-paroling such aliens. 

 

5. If so, will the aliens have to apply for re-parole?  

 

6. If so, what documents and/or information will the aliens be required to submit pursuant to 

the re-parole application?  

 

7. For aliens who are not re-paroled, will their employment authorization be terminated?    

 

8. For an alien who is not re-paroled, will DHS or one of its component agencies, issue the 

alien a Notice to Appear? If so, which agency will issue the NTA?   

 

9. For aliens who are re-paroled, will the supporter be vetted pursuant to the “enhanced” 

vetting as described by DHS officials during the CHNV update call on Friday, September 

13?   

 

10. How many supporters account for the 530,000 aliens allowed into the U.S. pursuant to 

the CHNV program between October 2022 and August 2024? 

 

11. What is the largest number of aliens that one supporter has sponsored between October 

2022 and the present?  
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September 20, 2024: 

 

1. For each of the CHNV nationalities, to date, for how many aliens who have entered the 

U.S. pursuant to CHNV was the country of CHNV nationality the alien’s last country of 

residence?   

 

2. Please provide a list of the non-CHNV countries in which aliens who have entered the 

U.S. pursuant to CHNV to-date last resided, and provide the number of such aliens 

disaggregated by CHNV nationality, for each non-CHNV country. 

 

September 24, 2024: 

 

1. Responses to the outstanding items identified by Committee staff during the September 

23 briefing, including information about Kharwin’s re-arrest by DHS and the information 

relayed by DHS to the immigration judge(s) involved in Kharwin’s case.  

 

2. Case history information, including, but not limited to, the alien’s immigration history, 

immigration benefits applications, the alien file (A-file) or consular file (including all 

consular notes), and immigration detention status and history. 

 

October 22, 2024: 

 

1. Case history information for Nasir Ahmad Tawhedi and his juvenile co-conspirator, 

including, but not limited to, the aliens’ immigration history, immigration benefits 

applications, the alien files (A-files) or consular files (including all consular notes), and 

immigration detention status and history.  

 

2. Information regarding the time, date, and place of any and all of the aliens’ entries into 

the United States.  

 

3. Information regarding the aliens’ processing by CBP officials, including whether CBP 

officials were alerted to derogatory information about the aliens and what questions were 

asked of the aliens during the screening process.  

 

4. Information regarding each alien’s bond hearing(s), if any, including the time, date, 

place, bond amount, and outcome of any such bond hearing(s).  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 


