
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 20, 2024 

 

The Honorable Sri Srinivasan  

Chief Judge 

c/o Office of the Circuit Executive 

U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit 

E. Barrett Prettyman U.S. Courthouse  

333 Constitution Ave. 

NW Washington, DC 20001 

 

Dear Chief Judge Srinivasan: 

 

 On December 15, 2023, Representative Elise Stefanik filed a complaint against Judge 

Beryl Howell of the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, alleging that Judge 

Howell had violated the Judicial Code of Conduct.1 In light of a notification from the Office of 

the Circuit Executive for the District of Columbia Circuit alleging that Representative Stefanik’s 

complaint was wrongly filed, we respectfully write to request information about the Court’s 

handling of Representative Stefanik’s complaint. 

 

In her complaint, Representative Stefanik explained how Judge Howell had made a 

speech at the Women’s White Collar Defense Association (WWCDA) awards gala in 

Washington, D.C. on November 27, 2023. During her speech, Judge Howell made numerous 

prejudicial statements touching on matters pending before her.2 In particular, Judge Howell made 

statements that approved of a book that disparages President Donald Trump, who was the subject 

of grand juries she oversaw and is a defendant in a trial pending before the court on which she 

sits. 3Judge Howell quoted portions of the book that disparages President Trump, commenting 

that “big lies are springboards for authoritarians,” and noting that the U.S. is “at a crossroads 

teetering on the brink of authoritarianism.”4 She also made comments that lauded Deputy 

Attorney General Lisa Monaco, who helps to lead the Department prosecuting President Trump, 

as well as statements regarding her experience sentencing defendants for conduct related to 

January 6, 2021, which is related to the Justice Department’s prosecution of President Trump.5  

 
1 Compl. from Rep. Stefanik to Judicial Council of the District of Columbia Circuit (Dec. 15, 2023). 
2 Id. 
3 Id. 
4 Id at 3-4. 
5 Id. 
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As Representative Stefanik noted, these comments appear to violate Canon 2B of the 

Code of Conduct for United States Judges, which requires that judges “act at all times in a 

manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary” and 

that a judge should not “lend the prestige of the judicial office to advance the private interests of 

the judge or others nor convey or permit others to convey the impression that they are in a 

special position to influence the judge.”6 In contrast to this standard, Judge Howell’s 

extrajudicial statements concerning President Trump create the appearance that she was not 

impartial in the proceedings before her and call into question public confidence in the court’s 

integrity.7  

 

Federal judges must adhere to unbiased, neutral decision-making. Consistent with that 

principle, the receipt and investigation of complaints alleging judicial misconduct is an integral 

part of maintaining an independent judiciary.  

 

To date, despite being filed over five months ago, the status of Representative Stefanik’s 

complaint and its contents remain unaddressed—notwithstanding Representative Stefanik’s 

having filed her complaint three times and via different methods.8 In response, the Office of the 

Circuit Executive for the D.C. Circuit has informed Representative Stefanik that the complaint 

has been wrongly filed.9  

 

Accordingly, we request a briefing on the treatment of Representative Stefanik’s 

complaint including, but not limited to, the following topics:  

 

1. The current status of Representative Stefanik’s complaint;  

2. The alleged defect(s) in the complaint or its filing, if any, and whether any such 

defect(s) were successfully corrected;  

3. The timeline of events in the processing of the complaint, from its initial filing to the 

present;  

4. The typical process for handling such complaints and whether there were any 

deviations from that process in the handling of Representative Stefanik’s complaint;  

5. Any further steps expected to be taken by the D.C. Circuit with respect to 

Representative Stefanik’s complaint;  

6. The actions taken by the Office of the Circuit Executive or any other entity to 

investigate the allegations against Judge Howell;  

7. The disposition of the complaint, if any, including the authorities and reasoning 

underpinning that disposition; and  

 
6 CODE OF CONDUCT FOR UNITED STATES JUDGES CANON 2 (United States Courts 2019). 
7 See id. 
8 So far, Representative Stefanik has attempted to file her complaint directly through U.S. mail, by a member of her 

outside legal team via U.S. mail, and through hand delivery of the complaint by two members of her outside legal 

team. 
9 Court staff initially claimed that Representative Stefanik only submitted the first page of the cover sheet. However, 

Representative Stefanik resubmitted the complaint properly, in full, only to have court staff claim that the complaint 

was not resubmitted and summarily dismiss the complaint. 
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8. Whether Judge Howell has been the subject of any other complaints based on the 

same alleged conduct identified by Representative Stefanik.  

 

Please schedule this briefing as soon as possible, but no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 3, 2024.  

 

The Committee on the Judiciary is authorized by Rule X of the Rules of the House of 

Representatives to conduct oversight of the “judiciary and judicial proceedings,” and “[f]ederal 

courts and judges.”10 To schedule the briefing, or if you have any questions about this matter, 

please contact Committee staff at (202) 225- 6906 and Representative Stefanik’s staff at (202) 

225-4611.  

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter.  

 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 Jim Jordan  Elise M. Stefanik  

 Chairman Member of Congress 

 

 

cc: The Honorable Jerrold L. Nadler, Ranking Member 

 

 

 
10 Rules of the House of Representatives, R. X, 118th Cong. (2024). 


