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PATENT REFORM

The Honorable John A. Boehner
Speaker

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Bob Goodlatte
Chairman

Committee on the Judiciary

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

Minority Leader

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

The Honorable John Conyers, Jr.
Ranking Member

Committee on the Judiciary

United States House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Speaker, Leader Pelosi, Chairman Goodlatte, and Ranking Member Conyers:

The need for Congressional action to stop abusive patent litigation is clearer than ever. This
year is now on track to have more patent lawsuits filed than any year in history. Sixty-eight
percent of all patent lawsuits brought in the first half of 2015 have been filed by Patent
Assertion Entities (PAEs). As the diversity of our membership suggests, these lawsuits have
been targeted at businesses large and small and in every corner of the American economy from
Main Street businesses to technology companies.

Having received assurances that the Innovation Act (H.R. 9) will be amended to address our
coalition’s concerns with the pleadings provisions so that plaintiffs will be required to identify
each claim of each patent they allege is infringed, and explain how the defendant is infringing,
we, the undersigned members of United for Patent Reform, write to express our strong support
for the bipartisan Innovation Act targeted at the abusive litigation tactics and to urge the United
States House of Representatives to pass this important legislation without delay or changes that
will weaken its reforms.

Swift passage by the House will mark a critical step forward in the effort to combat abusive
patent litigation, a problem that costs the U.S. economy billions each year. Our coalition
believes any final legislation agreed to by the House and Senate must address the issue of
deceptive demand letters that PAEs send to retailers and thousands of other American
businesses. In addition, we support the Inter Partes review (IPR) process, and for the most part,
the Post Grant review process in their current forms.

The Innovation Act is a carefully crafted and balanced measure that protects the rights of
patent holders and inventors during the litigation process while at the same time closing
loopholes that allow PAEs to thrive. It includes a package of reforms designed to inhibit the



patent troll business model and promote a fair legal system for American businesses. Put
simply, the legislation will protect American businesses from frivolous patent lawsuits that are a
drain on industry and a tax on innovation. Our coalition thanks you for your leadership and
looks forward to working with you to support the bill’s passage in the days ahead.

Sincerely,
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