Amicus Curiae Committee
The APA Amicus Curiae Committee is one of the more visible parts of APA. It files "friend-of-the-court" briefs

in state and federal courts in cases of importance to the planning profession and the public interest. Since
April 2000, the Amicus Curiae Committee has filed 13 briefs on issues related to affordable housing,
annexation and provision of services, sign regulations, and inverse condemnation ("takings"), amang others.
Four of these briefs were filed in the United States Supreme Court.

The committee has been a standing committee of APA's Board of Directors since 1985 and includes eight
distinguished attorneys and planners from around the country. The Chair is Patricia E. Salkin, Director of the
Government Law Center at Albany Law School.

The other members include:

Rodney L. Cobb, Esq. (Scottsdale, Arizona)

Vivian Kahn, AICP (Oakland, California)

Richard A. Lehmann, AICP, Esq. (Madison, Wisconsin)

Daniel R. Mandelker, AICP, Esq. (St. Louis, Missouri)

Deborah Rosenthal, AICP, Esqg. (Irvine, California)

Nancy Ellen Stroud, Esqg. (Boca Raton, Florida)

Charles R. Wolfe, Esq. (Seattle, Washington)

In 1990, the APA Board of Directors adopted formal procedures for the committee that include involving APA
chapters in the deliberations. To learn more about the activities of the Amicus Curiae Committee, please
contact Lora Lucero, AICP, Esq.

Amicus Curiae Briefs

Tahoe Sierra Preservation Council, Inc. v. Tahoe Regional Planning Agency

Toll Brothers v. Township of West Windsor

City of Los Angeles v. Alameda Books

Lorillard Tobacco Co. v. Reilly

City of Monterey v. Del Monte Dunes at Monterey, Ltd.

Palazzolo v. State of Rhode Island
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