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February 26, 2042

Tayor Oscar Goodman
City of Las Vegas, Nevada
400 Bast Stewart Avedus
Las Vegas, Nevada 80101

Dear Mayor Goodrman:

As the Movada District Director for the U, 5. Small Business Admumistration (SBA), [ would like to express oor
deep concern about the changes to the Las Vegas sign code that have been recently proposed by city staff and
consultants. We understand that te City Planning Commission had a thorough public hearing on these propesals
at their February 21, 2002 mesnng and we urge you and your fellow city council members to duly consider the
resulte of thoge delfberations. Furthermore, we ask that vou earefully consider thic marter and the potential impact
it may have on small businesses, the lending communiry and the local economy,

As & disinterssted advocate for anall businesses, we ars concerned about these proposals that have the net effiect
to: (1) reduce the height or visibility of commercial freestanding signs by 40% and, (2} redocs the amousr of sign
area allowed on commercial buildings by 25%, and (3) require the firture removal of signs not conforming to this
new code within 25 years of their date of constructon/encction or by 2017, whichever is eardiest. Please note that
the affected signs were [egally construeted in reliance upon the laws then in eifect and that ignificant investment
and maintenanse coste have been incurred in their areation, a8 well,

The SBA recognizes the critical nature of signage for small businesses to such an cxtent that signage is a key
mmpmmufmrmncywahmnnmnmﬂi business (www sha govicartingienage). Our website
recognizes that sales volumes ere tied 10 signage. Considermyg that many small busmesses operate o1 2 very small
profit margm, we mnmanMmyﬂhmwh&eslpmdﬂMmﬂdplmumﬂﬂ bustmesses in &
competitive disadvantaze and that could wibmarely lapd oo biesiness failore.

We are also concemed from the standpoint of commercial lending support for small businssses. Lenders
rowtineky assess the risk of business failure when loaning money for business start-ups and expansion. [fthe sign
codes wore 1o be changed in a momner thet imereesed the risk of buginess failure, or reultsd o the loss of on oooet
for which funding has been advenced (i 2. 1 sign), the impact on lending practices within the comemunity for small
buginesses coald be profound.

In closing, we trust that vou sod vour collsaguss on the City Couneil will endeavor to consider the full
ramifications of the concems raised by the business community and will act to protect the begeficial snvironment
for small business that we now enjoy.
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