
Fyi from today's Arkansas paper·

From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 7:48 AM

To: Goodling, Monica

Subject: FW: Fyi from today's Arkansas paper

fyi

From: Tim Griffin
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 3:28 AM
To: 'Karl Rove'; 'Sara Taylor'; 'Scott Jennings'; 'Jane Cherry'; Oprison, Christopher G.
Subject: Fyi from today's Arkansas paper

Page lof2

Fyi. I am glad I did this especially because Pryor says in the article that Gonzales told him he wouldn't send
me through the process and Pryor says he was asking Gonzales for my name to be submitted. Crazy. The

. swipe at Pryor at the very bottom is in response to a question about whether the White House did me a.
disservice.' I said that Pryor did me a disservice, etc. I am going to go back to focusing on my job until I am
told otherwise. Thanks, TG .

Prosecutor Griffin now rejects post
Interim appointee blames Senate flak

. DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Tim Griffui, whose December appointment as U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Arkansas sparked
a national.outcry about surreptitious changes made to a law affecting federal prosecutors, says he no
longer wants the job permalientIy.
"I have made the decision not to let my name go forward to the Senate," Griffin said Thursday evening.
He was referring to the U.S'. Department of Justice's stated intention, amid heavy criticism, to subject
Griffin and others recently appointed to interim federal-prosecutor posts to the standard process of being
nominated by the president, scrutinized by the U.S. SenateJudiciary Committee and then voted on by
the Senate.
Griffm, 38, a former military prosecutor, was appointed Dec. 20 byU.S. Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales under a little-noticed provision tacked onto the 2006 reauthorization of the USAPATRIOT Act
that allows the attorney general to fill prosecutorial vacancies on an interim basis without Senate
approval.
Griffin's predecessor, Bud Cummins, later acknowledged that he was asked to step aside from the job he
got five years earlier after going through the Senate confirmation process, not because of performance
issues but to make way for Griffm, who worked briefly in the White House under presidential adviser
Karl Rove and was a political director for the Republican National Committee.
The new language concerning appointments, which even the Republican sponsor of the 2006 legislation
now says he didn't notice at the time, replaced a provision that limited the interim appointments to 120
days. It had the effect of allowing appointees to serve indefinitely for the rest of the current
administration, which in this case ends in early 2009, without the usual scrutiny.
Griffin on Thursday blamed "the partisanship that has been exhibited by Sen. [Mark] Pryor [D-Ark.] and
other senators on the Senate Judiciary Committee in the recent hearing" for his decision to bow out.
He referred to a hearing last week on Capitol Hill on legislation proposed by Sen. Dianne Feinstein, D­
Calif., and supported by Pryor, as well as Sen. Blanche Lincoln, D-Ark., and others, to reinstate the
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originallanguage governing such appointments.
.The legislation was proposed after at least seven U.S. attorneys across the country were ousted to make
room for Republican political allies. Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty acknowledged in the
hearing that in Arkansas, Cummins was forced out simply to make room for Griffin.
.Griffm said Thursday that ifhe were to go through the confirmation process, "r don't think there is any
way I could get fair treatment by Sen. Pryor or others on the judiciary committee."
He said he will continue to serve in the top law enforcement position in the state's eastern district as
long as the White House keeps him there under the interim title or "gets someone else that I can help
transition into this job.
"But to submit my name to the Senate would be like volunteering to stand in front of a firing squad in
the middle of a three-ring circus."

.Meanwhile, The New York Times reported Thursday that Cummins was ousted afterHarriet E. Miers,
the former White House Counsel, intervened on Griffin's behalf.
Miers' role was disclosed Wednesday by Justice Department officials during a private briefmg for
senators on the Judiciary Committee, the Times reported. The officials denied that the White House
played a part in any of the other dismissals, the newspaper said.
Officials at the White House and JusticeDepartment declined to comment on Miers' role in the matter,
and Miers, whose resignation took effect Jan. 31, could not be reached for comment Thursday,
according to the Times. . . .
Pryor's spokesman, Michael Teague, told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette on Thursday, after Griffin
said he was withdrawing his name from consideration, that Gonzales himself had called Pryor earlier
Thursday "and told the senator he was not going to submit Tim Griffin's name."
Teague said Gonzales "didn't give a reason," but said he would confer with Rep.. John Boozman, the
state's only Republican in the delegation, to find someone else to nominate.
During that conversation, "the senator told the attorney general, 'It's my preference that you send him
through the confirmation hearing.'" Teague said.
He said Pryor made that statement despite his complaints about the way Griffin got the job "because
that's the process. That's the way the founding fathers setit up."
Griffm said that neither Gonzales nor anyone else told him or suggested to him that he bow out.
"I made up my mind two weeks ago not to allow my name to go forward," he said. "I have informed
people both at the Department of Justice and the White House that I do not desire to have my name
submitted..... I don't want to be part of that partisan circus."
Teague called Griffin's remarks about partisanship "baseless." He said Pryor is well-known and has
even been criticized by fellow Democrats for being "fair and open" about President Bush's judicial
nominees, of whom he iJas supported more than 100 and opposed fewer than a dozen.
Teague pointed out that Pryor even testified that "the waythe White House has handled this has been a
disservice to Tim Griffin."
Teague said Pryor has encouraged Griffin to go through the confirmation process, to clear up any
questions about his background and his experience. The spokesman emphasized that Pryor's concerns
were "not about a nomination" but "about the administration circumventing the process."
Griffin later responded, "It's unfortunate that Sen. Pryor is blaming the administration for using a law
that he voted for to appoint me, apparently with the excuse that he didn't know what he was voting for
when he voted. I think it's been a disservice to me the way my home-state senator has treated a fellow
Arkansan, and an Arkansan who grew up in south Arkansas, 30 miles from his dad's hometown of
Camden'-'
Griffin also said, "I spoke to Sen. Pryor when I was serving in Iraq [in 2006], and later spoke to him in
his office in Washington, and on both occasions the senator directly questioned my credentials and
indicated it was 'mighty presumptuous' of the White House and me that I could do the U.S. attorney
job."
Teague insisted that Pryor's diligence in pursuing the matter is neither partisan nor personal. ,
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(
From:
<;ent:
fo:
Subject:

Tim was
he did,
refuses

. Sara Taylor
Friday, February 16, 20078:47 AM
'Sampson, Kyle'
RE: McNulty Strikes Again

put· ina horrible position; hung to dry wi no heads up.
this is not good for his long-term career. Bud runs a
to say Bud is lazy -- which is why we got rid of him in

You forced him to do
campaign and McNulty
the first place.

what

\

-----Original Message-----
From: Sampson, Kyle (mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Friday·, February 16, 2007 8: 45 AM
To: Sara Taylor
Subject: Re: McNulty Strikes Again

Sara., I f m out of the office but will call you next week .to discuss.

-----OriginalMessage-~---

From: Sara Taylor <st@gwb43.com>
To: Sampson, Kyle
Senti Fri Feb 16 08:01:39.2007
Subject: FW: McNulty Strikes Again

Why· would McNulty say this? This has been so poorly handled on the part 0 DOJ.

White House Is Reported to Be Linked to a Dismissal By DAVID JOHNSTON.
<http://topics.nytimes·. com/top/reference/tirnestopics/people/j Idavid_johnston/index. html?
inline=nyt-per>
Published: February 16, 2007
WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 - A United states attorney -in Arkansas who was -dismissed from his job
last year by the Justice Department was ousted after Harriet E. Mie~s.

<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics!people/m/harriet_e_rniers/index.htrnl?
inline=nyt-per> , the former White House counsel, intervened. on behalf of the man' who
replaced. him, according to Congressional aides briefed on the matter.

M~. Miers, the aides said, phoned an aide to Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales
<http://topics.nytirnes.com/top/reference/timestopics!people/g/alberto r gonzales/index.htrn
l?inline=nyt-per> suggesting the appointment of J. Timothy Griffin, a former military and
civi11an prosecutor who was a political director for ,the Republican National Committee
<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/organizations/r/republican national c
ommittee/index.html?inline~nyt-org> and a deputy to Karl Rove --
<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/karl rove/index.htrnl?
inline=nyt-per> , the White House political ~dviser. -

Later, the incumbent Un~ted States attorney, H. E. Cummins III, was removed without
explanation and replaced on an interim basis by Mr. Griffin. Officials at the White House
and Justice Department declined to comment on Ms. MierS's role in the matter.

Paul J. McNulty, the deputy attorney general, said at a hearing last week that Mr. Cummins
had done,nothing wrong but was removed to make room for Mr. Griffin. It was not known at
the time Mr. McNulty testified that Ms. Miers had intervened on M~. Griffin's behalf.

der involvement was disclosed on Wednesday by Justice Department officials led by Mr.
McNulty, who held a clo~ed-door briefing for senators on the 'Judiciary Committee after
Democrats criticized the dismissals of 7 to 10 United States attorneys as politically

1
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.:notiTl:~ted.

r-1s. Miers, whose resi]'nation as White House counsel was effective .Jan. 31, could not be
~e~ched for comment Thursday.
~t the briefing, .Justice Department officials denied that the Whitl3 House had been
invol'led in any of the 'Jcher dismissals, suggesting that the department had act-=d 0n it3
own after a.dvising the -i'Jhite House of its intention to remove incumbent3.

Democrats have, said the removals represented an effort t;J make room for rising politic::t.l
favorites cf the Bush administration and to be rid of independent-minded prose0u~0r3, dll
'Jf whom had been appointed by President Bush.

Senator Charles E. Schumer .
<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/3/charles_e_schl~er/index.html

?inline=nyt-per> , Democrat of New York, said that he· was not aatisfied by the Justi~e

Department'S e~plan~tions at the briefing.

"Yesterday's briefing 'by the deputy attorney general did little to alleviate our concerns
that politics '.lias involved and, in f"act, raised- th<:>se concerns," .Mr. Schumer said. "Some
may have been fired for political reasons- because they may have not done what Justice
Department wanted them to do." .

Justice Department officials have said that because United States attorneys are
presidential appointees they may be replaced at any time without a specific reason,
although they have said that none were removed for pursuing politically sensitive "'ases.

Another United ,States attorney asked to resign was Carol C. Lam of San Diego, ',o/ho departed
vn Thursday at the request of the Justice Department. Two days earlier, Ms. Lam announced
twO indictments, including one against a former high-ranking Central Intelli~ence Agency
<ht tp·: / /topics. nyt imes. com/top/refer'ence/timestopics/organizacions/c/central_intelli'~ence_
agency/index. html ?inline:=nyt-org> official, in a corruption inquiry ,that began wit'h last
year's guilty plea by ~ former Republican representative, Randy Cunningham
http://topics.riytimes.com/~op/referenceltimestopics/people/cjrandy_cunn~ngh~m/index.html?

~nline~nyt-per>, who was sentenced to more than eight years in prison.

Ka_ren P'. Hewitt, an assistant in Ms. Lam' ~ of.fice-, was named. Thursday to s,erve as the
interim United states attorney in the Southern District, while Scott N. Schools, a '1eneral
counsel in the Justice 'Department, will- fill the interim role in the Northern District, in
San Francisco.

Senator Dian'ne Feinstein
<http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/f/dianne feinstein/index.html?
inline~nyt-per> , Democrat of California, said in a statement on the-Senate floor Thursday
that Ms.1am had been dismissed despite a strong record of prosecutions.

"Ms. Lam has had 'a distinguished c.areer, 3.nd she served the- southern district of San Diego
-,.,e11 ,and everyone in that district knows that;" Ms. Feinstein said. "r regret that main
·J~stice ioes not. I am quite disappointed· that main Justice shose t~ remove her,
especially given the ongoing work in which the office is involved.#

~1ore Articles in Washington·» <http://',fww.nytime.s . com/pages/po 1it iC3 / ind,=x. h tml>

'~'
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US Attorneys - 1986 amendment

From: Goodling, Monica [Monica.Goodling@usdoj.govj

Sent: Tuesday, February 20,20072:17 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject: US Attorneys - 1986 amendment

Page 1 of 1

From 1966 until the 1986 amendments, the statute said that the district court "may appoint a United States
attorney to serve until the vacancy is filled." The 1986 amendments (Publ L. No. 99-646) changed the law to

. allow the 120-day AG appointment, followed by a district court open-ended appointment.
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Bibb package

From: Goodling, Monica [Monica.Goodling@usdoj.gov].

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 200710:31 AM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

'SUbject: Bibb package

Page 1 of 1

Chris - Sorry for the long message. I confirmed we do have Bibb's BI package here and it's ready to go to the
FBI once you give me the green light. Let me know. Thanks.

oj-'
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More Cummins tick-tack

From: Sampson, Kyle (Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Wednesday, February 21, 20074:54 PM

To: Kelley, William K.

SUbject: More Cummins tick~tock

Importance: High

Addendum to the Cummins tick-tock.

hltp:/Iwww.arktimes.com/Articles/prinl.aspx?ArticleID=1d6008ff-5b23-4871-b95d-4825be0256d6

The Insider Dec. 30
Four more years?

Page 1 of 1

We were talking to V,S. Attorney Bud Cummins a while back on another subject and happened to ask
about his plans, now that George W. Bush is set to serve another four years as president. Cummins (we
forgot to mention earlier) said he went into the election with no contingency plans, so was relieved by
Bush's victory not to have to make any sudden decisions. Now completing his third year in the office,
Cummins, 45, said that, with four childrento put through college someday, he'll likely begin exploring
career options. It wouldn't be "shocking," he said, for there to be a change in hi's office before the end of
Bush's second term.

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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Page 1 of 1

From: Hertling, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]
sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:40 PM
To: Kelley, WilliamK.
Cc: Sampson, Kyle
SUbject: FW: Revised Draft

Bill: attached is another letter to which we would like your concurrence and approval to send on Friday moming. Senators
Levin and Stabenow have written asking that no changes be made in the Michigan US Attorneys without advance notice
to them. USA Chiara has spoken to both Senators today and intends to announce her departure publicly tomorrow., We
need to send'this letterto them tomorrow morning in advance of her public announcement. Please let us know if you
have any comments or concerns at your earliest colwenience tomorrow, but we do need this one approved as early as
possible to get it off to the Senators first-thing in the morning; Thanks.

From: Elston, Michael (ODAG)

. Sent: Thursday, February 22,20077:35 PM

To: Hertling, Ridlard

Cc: Goodling, Monica; Moschella, William; :Sampson, Kyle; McNulty, Paul J

Subject: Revised Draft

«Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow.doc»

HJC 10753



Dear Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow:

Thank you for your letter dated FebruaryI3, 2007. It is my understanding that Margaret
Chiara spoke with you regarding this matter. As the Attorney General and the Deputy Attorney
General have testified, the December 2006 decision to ask certain United States Attorneys whose
four-year terms had expired to resign - including Ms. Chiara ~ was based on performance­
related reasons. The Department has provided a detailed, confidential briefing to the members of
the Senate Judiciary Committee regarding this matter. In short, the Department made
management decisions that we believe are in the best interests of those offices.

The Administration is committed to having a Senate-confirmed United States Attorney in
all 94 federal districts. We look forward to working with you to have a new Senate-confirmed
United States Attorney in place as soort as possible.

Between now and March 16,2007, which is the date Ms. Chiara's resignation becomes
effective, the Administration must decide who will serve temporarily as United States Attorney
until a new Senate-confirmed United States Attorney is nominated and confirmed. Because of
the importance of continuity in the office, the Administration often looks to the First Assistant
United States Attorney or another senior manager in the office to serve as acting or interim
United States Attorney. Where neither the First Assistant United States Attorney nor another
senior manager in the office is able or willing to serve as acting or interim United States
Attorney, or where their service would not be appropriate in the circumstances, the
Administration may look to other Department employees to serve as interim United States
Attorney.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Kelley, William K.
Thursday, February 22, 2007 9:48 PM
Richard.Hertling
Eckert, Paul R.
Re: Revised Draft

Richard--I am out of the office through the weekend. (I jsut retrieved my email after a
long flight.). Can you please coordinate these'letters through Paul Eckert? (Also, I have
to say that sending us these with so little time to respond puts us in a difficult
position; just as there are a lot of balls in the air over there, there are just as many
being juggled over here!)

Paul -- if Chris is better situated on this, just pass it on to him. Thanks.

----~Original Message----­
From: Hertling, Richard
To: Kelley, William K.
cc: Sampson, Kyle
Sent: Thu Feb 22 19:40:17 2007

, Subj ect :FW: Revised Draft

"Bill: attached is another letter to which we. would like your concurrence and approval to
send on Friday morning. Senators Levin and ·Stabenow have written asking that no changes
be made in the Michigan US Attorneys without advance notice to them. USA Chiara has
spoken to both Senators today and intends to announce her departure publicly tomorrow. We
need to send-this letter to_ them tomorrow morning in advance of her public announcement.
Please let us know if you have any comments or concerns at your earliest convenience
tomorrow, but we do need this one approved as early as possible to get it off to the
Senators first-thing in the morning. Thanks.

From: Elston, Michael (ODAG)
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:35 PM
To: Hertling, Richard
Cc: Goodling, Monica; Moschella, William; Sampson, Kyle; McNulty, Paul J
Subject: Revised Draft

«Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow.doc»

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Richard:
copied.

Eckert, Paul R.
Friday, February 23, 2007 6:43 AM
Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov
Kelley, William K.; Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher G.
RE: Revised Draft

Would you please resend the letter to me and to Chris Oprison, who is also
It did not come through in Bill's email. Thanks. PAUL

-----Original Message--_-­
From: Kelley, william K.
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 9:48 PM
To: 'Richard. Hertling@usdoj .,gov I

Cc: Eckert, Paul R.
Subject: Re: Revised Draft

Richard--I am out of the office through the weekend. (I jsut retrieved my email after a
long flight.). Can you please coordinate these letters. through Paul Eckert? (Also, I have
to say that sending us these with so little time to respond puts us in a difficult
position; just as there are a lot of balls in the air over th~re, there are just as many
being juggled over here!)

Paul -- if Chris is better situated on this, just pass it on to him. Thanks.

-----Original Message----­
From: Bertling, Richard
To: Kelley, William K.

·CC: Sampson, Kyle
Sent: Thu Feb 22 19:40:17 2007
Subject: FW:,Revised D~aft

." ....." ,-.

Bill: attached is' another letter to which we would like your concurrence and 'approval to
send on Friday morning. Senators Levin and Stabenow have written asking that- no changes
be made in the Michigan US Attorneys without advance notice to them. USA Chiara has
spoken to both Senators today and intends to announce her-departure publicly tomorrow: We
need to send this letter to them tomorrow morning in advance of her public announcement.
Please let us know if you have any comments or concerns at your earliest convenience
tomorrow, but we do need this one approved as early. as possible to get it off to the
Senators firs_t-thing in the morning. Thanks.

From: Elston, Michael (ODAGJ
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:35 PM
To: Hertling, Ric~ard

Cc: Goodling, Monicai Moschella, Williami Sampson, Kylei McNUlty, Paul J
Subject: Revised Draft

«Senatol; Levin and senator Stab€:now.doC":»

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Hertling, Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.govj
Friday, February 23, 2007 6:49 AM
Kelley, William K.
RE: Revised Draft

Bill: understood and am sorry. I sent it off as soon as I received it from the folks
writing it. Paul just emailed asking for a copy f~r him and Chris. I am sending it to
them now. I hope you are enjoying a little time off.

-----Original Message-----
From:" Kelley, William K. [mailto:William_K._Kelley@who.eop.gov]
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 9:48 PM
Tq-: . F;Iertling, Richard
Cc: .Eckert, Paul R.
Subject: Re: Revised Draft

Richard--I am OUt of the office through the weekend. (I jsut retrieved my email after a
long flight.). Can you please coordinate these letters through Paul Eckert? (Also, I have
to say that sending us these with so little time to respond puts us in a difficult
positioni just as there are a lot of balls in the air over there, there are just as many
being juggled over here!)

Paul -- if Chris is better s:j,.tuated on this, just pass- it on to him.
Thanks.

-----Original Message----­
From: Hertlingi Richard
To: Kelley, william K.
cc: Sampson, Kyle'
Sent: Thu Feb 22 19:40:17 2007
Subject: FW: Revised Draft

Bill: attached is another letter to which We would like your concurrence and approval to
send on Friday morning. senators Levin and Stabenow have written asking that no changes
be made in ~he Michigan us Attorneys without advance notice to them. USA Chiara has
spoken to both Senators today and intends to announce her departure publicly tomorrow. We
need to send this letter to them tomorrow morning. in advance of her public announcement.
Please let us know if you have any comments or concerns at your earliest convenience
tomorr.ow·, but we do need this one approved as early as possible to get it off to the
Senators first-thing in the morning. Thanks.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Paul J
Subject:

Elston, Michael (ODAG)
Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:35 PM
Hertlirig, Richard
Goodling, Monica; Moschella, William; Sampson, Kyle; McNulty,

Revised Draft

«Sen~tor Sevin and Senator Stabenow. doc»

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
SUbject:

Hertling, Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]
Friday, February 23, 20076:50 AM
Eckert, Paul R.
Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher G.
RE: Revised Draft

Paul: will forward it to you and Chris with the next email.

,- -- - -Original Message-- ---
From: Eckert, Paul R. [mailto:Paul_R.~Eckert@who.eop.govl

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 6:43 AM
To: Hertling, Richard
Cc: Keiley, William K. ; Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher 0:.­
Subject: RE: Revised Draft

Richard:
copied.
PAUL

Would you please resend the letter to me and to Chris Oprison, who is also
It did not come through in Bill's email. Thanks.

~----Original Message-~--­

From: Kel,ley, William K.
Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 9:48 PM
To: '-Richard.Hertling@usdoj .gov'
Cc: Eckert, Paul R.
Subject: Rei Revised Draft

Richard--I am out of the office through the weekend. (I jsut retrieved my email after a
long flight.) . Can you please coordinate these letters "through Paul Eckert? (Also, I have
to say that sending us these with so little time to respond puts us in a difficult
position; just- as there are a lot of balls in the air over there, there are just as many
being juggled over here!)

Paul-- if Chris is better situated on this, just pass it on to him.
Thanks.

-----Original Message----­
From: Hertling, Richard
To: Kelley, William K.
cc: Sampson, Kyle
Sent: Thu Feb 22 19:40:17 2007
Subject: FW: Revised Draft

Bill: attached is another letter to which we would like your 'concurrence· and approval to
send on Friday morning. Senators Levin and Stabenow have written asking that no changes
be made in the Michigan US Attorneys without advance notice to them. USA Chiara has
spoken to both Senators today and intends to announce her departure publicly tomorrow. We
need to send this letter to them tomorrow morning in advance af her public announcement.
Please let us know if you have any comment's or concerns at your earliest"~convenience

tomorrow, but we do need t~is one approved as early as possible to get it off to the
Senators first-thing in the morning. Thanks.

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Paul J

Elston, Michael (ODAG)
Thursday, February 22, 2007 7,35 PM
Hertling, Richard
Goodling, Monica; Moschella, William; Sampson, Kyle; McNulty,

1
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subject: Revised Draft

«Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow.doc»
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-----original Message----­
From,: Eckert, Paul R.
Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 6:43 AM
To: 'Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov'
cc: Kelley, William K.; Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher G.
subject: RE: Revised Draft

Richard:
copied.

Would you please resend-the letter to me and to Chris Opri~on, who is also
It did not come through in Bill's email. Thanks. PAUL

-----Original Message----­
From: Kelley, William K.
sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 9:48 PM
To: 'Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov '
Cc: Eckert, paul R.
Subject: Re: Revised Draft

Richard--I am out of the office through the weekend. (I jsut retrieved my email after a
long flight.). Can you please coordinate these letters through Paul Eckert? (Also, I have
to say that sending us these with so little time to respond puts us in a difficult
position; just as there are a lot of balls in the air over there, there are just as many
being juggled over here!)

paul -,- if Chris is better situated on this, ju~t pass it on to him. Thanks.

-----Original,Message----­
From: Hertling, Richard
TO: Kelley, william K.
CC: Sampsqn, Kyle
sent: Thu Feb 22 19:40:17 2007
subj ect: FW: -Revised Draft

Bill: attached is another letter to which we would like your concurrence and approval to
send on Friday morning. Senators Levin and Stabenow have written asking that no change,s
be 'made in the Michigan US Attorneys without advance notice to them. USA Chiara has
spoken to both Senators today and intends to announce her departure publicly tomorrow. We
need to send this letter to them tomorrow morning in advance of her public announcement.
please let us know if you have any comments or concerns at your earliest convenience
tomorrow, but we do need this one approved as early as possible to get it off to the
senators first-thing in the morning. Thanks.

From: Elston, Michael. (ODAG)
Seht: Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:35 PM
To: Hertling, Richard
Cc: Goodling, Monica; Moschella, william; Sampson, Kyle; McNulty, Paul J
SUbject: Revised Draft

«Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow.doc>~

1
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FW: Revised Draft

.. From: Eckert, Paul R.

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 6:56 AM

To: Hertling; Richard

Subject: RE: Revised Draft

Rich: Would you please send me your number? I have a quick question.

--_ ..-----_._---_._-_._-~._-----------

From: H,ertling, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hertlil1g@usdoj.gov]
Sent: F'riday, February 23, 2007 6:52 AM
To: Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher G.
ee: Sampson, Kyle
SUbject:PN: Revised Draft

Page 1 of 1

Here is the draft letter to Levin and Stabenow for your review and approval. Chiara is announcing her departure
this morning, having talked to both senatorsyesterday. We would like to send this letter up to their offices this
morning before she makes her announcement. '

From: Elston, Michael (ODAG)

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:35 PM

To: Hertling, Richard

Cc: Goodling, Monica; Moschella, William; Sampson, Kyle; McNulty, Paul J

Subject: Revised Draft

«Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow,doc»

i'?
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Dear Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow:

Thank you for your letter dated February 13, 2007. It is my understanding that Margaret
Chiara spoke with you regarding this matter. As the Attorney General and the Deputy Attorney
General have testified, the December 2006 decision to ask certain United States Attorneys whose
four-year terms had expired to resign - including Ms. Chiara - was based on performance­
related reasons. The Department has provided a detailed, confidential briefing to the members of
the Senate Judiciary Committee regarding this matter. In short, the Department made
management decisions that we believe are in the best interests of those offices.

The Administration is committed to having a SenateCconfirmed United States Attorney in
all 94 federal districts. We look forward to working with you to have a new Senate-confirmed
United States Attorney in place as soon as possible.

Between now and March 16, 2007, which is the date Ms. Chiara'&resignation becomes
effective, the Administration must decide who will serve temporarily as United States Attorney
until a new Senate-confirmed United States Attorney is nominated and confirmed. Because of
the importance of continuity in the office, the Administration often looks to the First Assistant
United States Attorney or another senior manager in the office to serve as acting or interim
United States Attorney. Where neither the First Assistant United States Attorney nor another
senior manager in the office is able or willing to serve as acting or interim United States
Attorney, or wher~ their service would not be appropriate in the circumstances, the
Administration may look to other Department employees to serve as interim United States
Attorney. He assured that the Administration will explore all reasonable options to identifY an
appropriate interim replacement and ensure continuity of operations in that office.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

HJC 10763



FW: Revised Draft

----_.._-
From: Hertling, Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 6:52 AM

To: Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher G.

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: FW: Revised Draft

Attachments: Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow.doc

Page 1 of 1

Here is the draft letter to Levin and Stabenow for your review and approval. Chiara is announcing her departure
this morning, having talked to both senators yesterday. We would like to send this letter up to their offices this
morning before she makes her announcement.

From: Elston, Michael (ODAG)

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 7:35 PM

To: Hertling, Richard

Cc: Goodling, Monica; MoSchella, William; Sampson, Kyle; McNulty, Paul J

Subject: Revised Draft

«Senator Levin and Sen·ator Stabenow.doc»
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Dear Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow:

Thank you for your letter dated February13, 2007. It is my understanding that Margaret
Chiara spoke with you regarding this matter. As the Attorney General and the Deputy Attorney

-General have testified, the December 2006 decision to ask certain United States Attorneys whose
four-year terms had expired to resign - including Ms. Chiara - was based on performance­
related reasons. The Department has provided a detailed, confidential briefing to the members of
the Senate Judiciary Committee regarding this matter. In short, the Department made
management decisions that we believe are in the best interests ofthose offices.

The Administration is committed to having a Senate-confirmed United States Attorney in
all 94 federal districts. We lookforward to working with you to !lave a new Senate-confirmed
United States Attorney in place as soon as possible. _

Between now and March 16,2007, which is the date Ms. Chiara's resignation becomes
effective, the Administration must decide who will serve temporarily as United States Attorney
until a new Senate-confirmed United States Attorney is nominated and confinned. Because of
the importance of continuity in the office, the Administration often looks to the First Assistant
United States Attorney or another senior manager in the office to serve as acting or interim _
United States Attorney. _Where neither the First Assistant United States Attorney nor another
senior manager in the office is able or willing to serve as aCting or interim United States
Attorney, or where their service would not be appropriate in the circumstances, the
Administration may look to other Department employees to serve as interim United States
Attorney. -

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Actinll Assistant Attorney General -
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FW: Revised Draft

From: Oprison. Christopher G.

Sent: Friday. February 23. 2007 7:25 AM

To: Hertling. Richard; Eckert. Paul R.

Cc: Sampson. Kyle

SUbject: RE: Revised Draft

Attachments: Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow.doc

slight revision - otherwise good to go

From: Hertling, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]
sent: Friday, February 23, 20076:52 AM
To: Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher G.
Co: Sampson, Kyle
Subject: FW: Revised Draft

Page 1 of 1

Here is the draft letter to Levin and Stabenow.for your review and approval. Chiara is announcing her departure
this morning, having talked to both senators yesterday. We would like to send this letter up to their offices this
morning before.she makes her announcement.

From; Elston. Michael. (OOAG)

Sent:· ThursdaY,february 22, 2007 7:35 PM

To: Hert/lng, Richard

Cc: Goodling,. Monica; Moschella, William; Sampson; Kyle; McNulty, Paul J

Subject: Revised Draft

«Senator Levin and Senator Stabenow.doc»
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Attachments:

Her:tllng, Richard
Thursday, Februal)' 22,20076:08 PM
'William_K._Kelley@who.eop.gov'
Sampson, Kyle
FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

schumer ears.wpd

Bill: per Kyle's request, I wa.nted to share the attached draft letterthat I intend to send to Schumer tomorrow, assuming you
are comfortable with It. The substance was worked out and concurred In by OLe, EOUSA. and ODAG. The request for
access to the reports was made. orally, so I do not have a written request to share with you. Obviously, this is a follow-up
to the DAG's hearing and briefing on the termination of the several US Attomeys. Let me know at your earliest
convenience if you have any comments or concems. Thanks.

From'
sent:
To,
SubJ.,a:

schum~ oalS.wpd
(78 K8)

BurtDri. Fallh
Thursday, february 22, 2007 5:17 PM
Hertllng, Richard
Draft Sdlume:- response per all" conversation.

1
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Office of the Assistant Attorney General

The Honorable Charles E. Schwner
Chairman
Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight

and the Courts
Committee dn the 1udiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Washington. D.C. 20530

This supplements our previous response to your letter, dated February 14, 2007, which
requested information relating to the Subcommittee's oversight interest in the recent requests to
several United States Attorneys for their resignations.

In response to your prior request, which followed the Committee hearing ofFebruary 6,
on this matter, and in an extraordinary effort to accommodate the Subcommittee's interests, the
Deputy Attorney General briefed Committee Members on the reasoJ:lS for the requested
resignations. At that briefing on February 14, you requested access to the Evaluation and Review
Staff (EARS) reports for the offices discussed by the Deputy Attorney General. As he stated at
the briefing, these reports are not evaluations of the United States Attorneys themselves but, in
SOme instances, they may contain relevant information that is responsive to the Subcommittee's
interests in this matter.

The Department has substantial confidentiality interests in the EARS reports because they
are an important management tool that relies upon the candor ofparticipating individuals, both
Evaluation Team members and those who provide information to them. In order to protect the
continuing value of this process, we want to avoid disclosures that would chill such candor or the
energetic conduct of these reviews. Accordingly, we appreciate your agreement to limit review
of the reports to one staff member for the Chairman and one for the Ranking Member. We will
redact the identities of the Evaluation Team participants as well as individuals who provided
information to the Team in connection with each report, although we do not believe these
redactions will in any way interfere with your ability to understand the reports. We further .,'
request that you advise us in advance if you believe it is necessary to disclose information from
these reports outside of the Committee. While our public disclosure of information contained in
these reports might be prohibited by the Privacy Act, we are providing aCcesS to the reports as
described above in response to your oversight request and pursuant to 5 U.S.c. 552a(b)(9).
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The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Page 2

I hope this information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office ifwe can be
of assistance in any other matter.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling .
. Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: The Honorable JeffSessions
Ranking Minority Member

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary
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FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

From: Hertling. Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 6:59 AM

To: Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher G.

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: FW: Draft Schumerresponse per our conversation.

Attachments: SchumerDRAFTLelterReUSAs.doc

Page 1 of2

Paul, Chris: here is another letter I sent Bill yesterday. I am pasting in the text of the email I sent when I sent the
WordPerfect version of the letter here. Timing on this one is more flexible: we just need to get it up to Schumer
some time today.

Bill: per Kyle'S request, I wanted to share the attached draft letter that I intend to send to Schumer tomorrow,
assuming you are comfortable with it. The substance was worked out and concurred in by OLC, EOUSA, and
ODAG. The requestfor access to the reports was made orally, so I do not have a written request to share with
you. Obviously, this is a follow-up to the DAG's hearing and briefing on the termination of the several US
Attorneys. Let me know at your earliest convenience if you have any comments or concerns. Thanks.

From: Hertling, Richard

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 6:16PM

To: 'WillIam_K._Kelley@who.eop.goy'

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

Bill: I realized I send you the letter in my last email in WordPerfect format, which you will not be able to open.
Here is the text of the letter in Word. Sorry for my adding to your email burden by sending this twice.

From: cabral, Catalina

Sent: Thursday, February 22,20076:14 PM

To: Hertllng, Richard

Subject: RE: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

Attached is the text of the draft letter. (we do not have electronic letterhead in word so we would just
have to print it on Normal Letterhead)

«SchumerDRAFTLetterReUSAs.doc»

From: Hertling, Richard

Sent: Thursday, february 22,2007 6:09 PM

To: cabral, Catalina

Subject: FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

Please put this into Word ASAP.

From: Burton, Faith

Sent: Thursday, February 22,20075:17 PM
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FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

To: Hertllng, Richard

Subject: Draft schumer response per OUf conversation.

« File: schumer ears.wpd »

Page 2 of2
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The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Chairman
Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight

and the Courts
Committee on the Judiciary .
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This supplements our previous response to your letter, dated February 14,2007, which
requested information relating to the Subcommittee's oversight interest in the recent requests to
several United States Attorneys for their resignations.

In response to your prior request, which followed the Committee hearing of February 6,
on this matter, and in an extraordinary effort to accommodate the Subcommittee's interests, the
Deputy Attorney General briefed Committee Members on the reasons for the requested
resignations. At that briefing on February 14, you requested access to the Evaluation and
Review Staff (EARS) reports for the offices discussed by the Deputy Attorney General. As he
stated at the briefing, these reports are not evaluations of the United States Attorneys themselves
but, in some instances, they may contain relevant information that is responsive to the
Subcommittee's interests in this matter.

The Department has substantial confidentiality interests in the EARS reports because
they are an important management tool that relies upon the candor of participating individuals,
both Evaluation Team members and those who provide information to them. In order to protect
the continuing value of this process, we want to avoid disclosures that would chill such candor or
the energetic conduct of these reviews. Accordingly, we appreciate your agreement to limit
review of the reports to one staff member for the Chairman and one for the Ranking Member.
We will redact the identities of the Evaluation Team participants as well as individuals who
provided information to the Team in connection with each report, although we do not believe
these redactions will in any w<l'y interfere with your ability to understand the reports. We hmher
request that you advise us in advance if you believe it is necessary to disclose information from
these reports outside of the Committee. While our public disclosure of information contained in
these reports might be prohibited by the Privacy Act, we are providing access to the reports as
described above in response to your oversight request and pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(b)(9).
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The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Page 2

I hope tIiis information is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we can be
of assistance in any other matter.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: .The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Minority Member

The Honorable Patrick 1. Leahy
Chairman
Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary
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FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

From: Oprison. Christopher G.

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 7:32 AM

To: Hertling, Richard; Eckert, Paul R.

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: RE: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

Attachments: SchumerDRAFTLetterReUSAs.doc

looks fine to me .

only suggested edits

Page 10f2

..~-_._'-----_._-_._~---------------_._----~

From: Hertling, Richard [mailto:Richard.Hertling@usdoj.govl
sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 6:59 AM
To: Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, Christopher G.
Cc: Sampson, Kyle
Subject: FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

Paul, Chris: here is another letter I sent Bill yesterday. I am pasting in the text of the email I sent when I sent the
WordPerfect version of the letter here. Timing on this one is more flexible: we just need to get it up to Schumer
some time today.

Bill: per Kyle's request, I wanted to share the attached draft letter that I intend to send to Schumer tomorrow,
assuming you are comfortable with it. The substance was worked outand concurred in by OLC, EOUSA,and
ODAG. The request for access to the reports was made orally, so I do not have a written request to share with
you. Obviously, this is a follow-up to the DAG's hearing and briefing on the termination of the several US
Attorneys. Let me know at your earliest convenience if you have any comments or concerns. Thanks.

. From: Hertling, RIchard

Sent: Thursday, February 22,.20076:16 PM

To: 'Wnllam_K._Kelley@who.eop~gQv'

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

Bill: I realized I send you the letter in my last email in WordPerfect format, which you will not be able to open.
Here is the text of the letter in Word. Sorry for my adding to your email burden by sending this twice.

From: Cabral, Catalina

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 6:14 PM

To: Hertllng, Richard

SubJect: RE: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

Atto",hp.rl is the text of the dratt letter. (we do not have electronic letterhead in word so we would just
have to print it on Normal Letterhead)

«SchumerDRAFTLetterReUSAs.doc»
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FW: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

From: Hertllng, RIchard

sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 6:09 PM

To: cabral, Catalina

SUbject: FW: Draft: Schumer response per our conversation.

Please put this into Word ASAP.

From: Burton, Faith

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 5:17 PM

To: Hertling, Richard

SUbject: Draft Schumer response per our conversation.

« File: schumer ears.wpd »

Page 2 of2
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The Honorable Charles E, Schumer
Chairman
Subcommittee on Administrative Oversight

and the Courts
Committee on the Judiciary
United States Senate
Washington, D.c. 20510

Dear Mr. Chairman:

This supplements our previous response to your letter, dated February 14, 2007, which
requested infonnation relating to the Subcommitte~'s oversight interest in the recent requests to
several United States Attorneys for their resignations.

In response to your prior request, which followed the Committee hearing of Fehruary 6,
on this matter, and in an extraordinary effort to accommodate the Subcommittee's interests, the
Deputy Attorney General briefed Committee Members oil the, reasons for the requested
resignations. At that briefing on February 14, you requested access to the Evaluation and
Review Staff (EARS) reports for the offices discussed by the Deputy Attorney General. As he
stated at the briefing. these reports are not evaluations of the United States Attorneys themselves
but, in some instances, they may contain relevant information that is responsive to the·
SubcomJ:Tlittee's interests in this matter.

As you kllow,.h~DeRarth1ent"""su_bstaJ1tialc()J1fid_eJ1ti,ality..i.nterests..i.ntheJ'J\R,~_ -1~D_.-:-lete--,-d: T -----,

reports because' they are an important management tool that relies upon the candor of
participating individuals, both Evaluation Team members and those who provide infonnation to
them. In order to protect the continuing value of this process, we want to avoid disclosures that
would chill such candor or the energetic conduct ofthese reviews. Accordingly, we appreciate
yout agreement to limit review of the reports to one staff member for the Chairman and one for
the Ranking Member. We wilt redact the idcrttities of the Evaluation Team participants as well
as individuals who provided information to the Team in connection -with e~ch report. TWed~ no~ _.". f Deleted: • allhough w
believe these redactions will in any way interfere with your ability to understand the reports. We
further request that you advise, uS in'advance if you believe it is necessary to disclose information
from these reports outside of the Committee. White our public disclosure ofinfonnation

. contained in these reports might be prohibited by the Privacy Act, we are providing access to the
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reports as described above as an accommodation to your Committee in response to your
oversight request and pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 552a(b)(9).
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The Honorable Charles E. Schumer
Page 2

I hope this infonnation is helpful. Please do not hesitate to contact this office if we can be
of assistance in any other matter.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: The Honorable Jeff Sessions
Ranking Minority Member

The Honorable Patrick J. Leahy
Chainnan
Committee on the Judiciary

The Honorable Arlen Specter
Ranking Minority Member
Committee on the Judiciary
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FW: Draft response to ReidIDurbiiJISchumer/Murray letter re Cwnmins-Griffin

From: Hertling, Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 23,20079:14 AM

To: Eckert, Paul R.; Oprison, G,hristopher G.

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: FW: Draft response to Reid/Durbin/Schumer/Murray letter re Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

Attachments: reidlelter re cummins-griffin v.2.doc

Page 1 of2

Gentlemen: here is another letter sent to Bill yesterday that DOJ would like to push out today on the US Attorney
situation in ED AR. Please lelme know if you are ok with this.

From: Sampson, Kyle

sent: ThursdaY,February 22, 2007 12:03 PM

To: Goodling, Monica; Margolis, DaVid; McNulty, Paul Ji Moschella, William;. Elston, Michael (ODAG); -Hertllng, Rlchard

Subject: RE: Draft response to Reid/Durbln/Schumer/Murray letter re Cummins~Griffln

Importance: High

If you have not already reviewed the letter, please review this version 2. (It includes some nits, plus a new graf
from Hertling.) Because this letter mentions Rove and alludes to Harriet, I'd like to send it to WHGO today for
their review, with an eye on gelling it out tomorrow. THx.

«reid letter re cummins-griffin v.2.doc»

From: Goodling, Manica

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 12:01 PM

To:- Sampson, Kyle; Margolis, DaVid; McNulty, Paul J; Moschella, William; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Hertling, Richard

Subject: RE: Draft response to ReidjDurbln/Schumer/Murray letter re Cummlns~Griffin

He was technically an employee of Grim Div from March 2001 to June 2002, but was on detail to EDAR for
September 2001-June 2002 -- so about 6 months in Grim Div.

From: Sampson, Kyle

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 200710:16 AM

To: Margolis, DaVid; McNulty, Paul J; Moschella, William; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Hertllng, Richard; Goodling, Monica

Subject: RE: Draft response to Reid/Durbin/Schumer/Murray letter re Cummins-Griffin

Monica, can you te;; us how long Tim was in CRM?

From: Margolis, David

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007 9:23 AM

To: . Sampson, Kyle; McNulty, Paul J; Moschella, William; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Hertllng, Richard; Goodling, Monka

Subject: RE: Draft response to Reid/Durbln/Schumer/Murray letter re Cummins-Griffin

iY
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FW: Draft response to ReidIDurbin/SchumerlMurray letter re Cummins-Griffin . Page 2 of2.

Kyle: remind me - did Tim spend a substantial period oftime in Crm Div,? I just don't recall. Otherwise I have no
qualms about the letter.

From: Sampson, Kyle

Sent: WedneSday, February 21, 2007 7:22 PM

To: McNUlty, Paul J; Moschella, Williami Elston, MIChael (OOAG); Margolis, David; Hertllngt Richard; Goodling, Monica

SubjiBct: Draft: response to Reid/DurblnjSchumer/Murray letter re Cum'mlns-Grlffln

Importance: High

All, can you please review and provide comments on my draft response to the above-referenced letter?
Richard, can yousend the .pdfversion ofthe above-referenced leiter around to this group?
Thanksl

« File: reid leUer re cummins-griffin.doc »

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Departmentof Justice
950 PennsylvaniaAvenLie, N,W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj·90V
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The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Reid:

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007.
An identical response has been sent to the other signatories of that letter.

.The full quotation of the Attorney General's testimony at the Judiciary Committee
hearing on January 18, 2007 (not the selective quote cited in your letter), more fairly
represents his views about the appropriate reasons for asking a U.S. Attorney to resign.
In full, the Attorney General stated: "I think I would never, ever make a change in a
United States attorney for political reasons or if it would in any wayjeopardize an
ongoing serious investigation. Ijust would not do if' (emphasis added).

The Deputy Attorney General, at the hearing held on February 6, 2007, further
stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins to resign so that
Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve as U.S.
Attorney is not, in the Department's view, an inappropriate "political reason." This is so,
the Deputy Attorney General testified because, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very weIl­
qualified and has "a strong enough resume" to serve as U,S. Attorney, and Mr. Cummins
"may have already been thinking about leaving at some point anyway." Indeed, at the
time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December 2006 he had far more
federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division.and in the U.S. Attorney's
office) than Mr. Cummins did at the time he was confirmed as U.S. Attorney iIi
December 200I. In addition, Mr. Griffin has substantial military prosecution experience
that Mr. Cummins does not have. And it was well-known, as early as December 2004,
that Mr. Cummins intended to leave the office and seek employment in the private sector..
See "The Insider Dec. 30," Ark Times (Dec. 30, 2004) ("Cummins, 45, said that, with
four children to put through college someday, he'l1 likely begin exploring career options.
It wouldn't be 'shocking,' he said, for there to be a change in his office before the end of
Bush's second term.").

In addition, the Department does not consider the replacement of one Republican
e.s. Attorney by another well-qualified person with extensive experience as a prosecutor
and strong ties to the district to be a change made for "political reasons." U.S. Attorneys
serve at the pleasure of the President; that has always been the rule, and U.S. Attorneys
accept their appointment with that understanding. U.S. Attorneys leave office all the time
for a wide variety of reasons. As noted in the case of Mr. Cummins, he had previously
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indicated publicly that he did not expect to remain in office through the President's
second term. It was only natural and appropriate that the Department would seek a
successor in anticipation of the potential vacancy. When the Department found an able
and experienced successor, it moved forward with his interim appointment.

In answer to your specific questions:

• The decision to appoint Tim Griffin to be interim U.S. Attorney in the Eastern
District of Arkansas was made on or about December 15,2006, after the second
oflhe Attorney General's telephone conversations with Senator Pryor.

• The Department of Justice is not aware of anyone lobbying, either inside or
outside of the Administration, for Mr. Griffm's appointment. In the spring of
2006, following regular procedures, the Office of the Counsel to the President
inquired ofthe Office of the Attorney General as to whether Mr. Griffm (who
then was on active military duty in Iraq) might .be considered for appointment as
U.S. Attorney upon his return.

• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cummins's continued service as
U.S. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their performance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position."

• The Department is not aware of Karl Rove playing any role in the decision to .
appoint Mr. Griffin.

In conclusion, the Department wholeheartedly agrees with the principle you set
forth in your letter that "[o]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other
public servants, must be above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to
enforce the rule oflaw without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by
Presidents of both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does
not undermine that principle.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

i;';'
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FW: Correspondence re Cummins-Griffin Page 1 of 1

.From: Hertling, Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 9:20 AM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.; Eckert, Paul R.

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: FW: Correspondence re Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

Attachments: Reid.Schumer.Durbin.Murray 2.8.07 Letter Re USA Bud Cummins.pdf; reid letter re cummins-
griffin.doc .

Sorry, use this version. We would like to get this out today.

From: Sampson, Kyle

Sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007.6:06 PM

To: Hertllng, Richard

Subjed: FW: Correspondence re Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

fyi

From: Sampson, Kyle

sent: Thursday, February 22, 2007.4:47 PM

To: 'Kelley, William K,'

Subject: Correspondence re Cummins-Griffin

.Importance: High

Bill, attached is a letter we rec'd from Sens. Reid, Durbin, Schumer, and Murray re Bud Cummins' resignation and
Tim Griffin's appointment. Also attached is our draft response. As you will see, the response touches on White
House entities/equities and obviously concerns a hot-button issue of mutual interest -- hence, I'm forwarding it to
you for WHCO review (and review by whomever else you think is appropriate). I would like to get this out
tomorrow afternoon; sorry for the tight turnaround. Thanks! '

«Reid.Schumer.Durbin.Murray 2.8.07 Letter Re USA Bud Cummins.pdf» «reid letter re cummins-griffin.doc»

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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ilnittd ~tQtt.& ~rnQtt·
WASHINGTON, DC 20510·

February $, 2007

The Honorable Alberto R. GOIl7.ales
Attorney General ofthe United States
U.S. Department o!Jilstiee
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530-0001

Dear Atwmey General Gonzales:

As you know, the Senate Judiciary Coinmittee held a'hearing this week to
examine the growing politicization of the hiring and firing ofUnited StaiCI Attorneys,
our nation's top fedemJ plllsccuto....

Unfortunately,. the hearing only served to intensify, ratherthan assuage, our
concerns, particularly given the circ1Jmstances SOlTOundfng the ouster .of BudCummins,
who was the V.S. Attorney in the I:!astem District of Arlcimsas until last December.

When you ~titied bcfore\hjl Committee onJanuary 18,2007, you stated·
unequivocally that you "would never, ever make a change in a U.S. AlWrneyposition for.
political reasons." In a stunning adnrission, however, Deputy AlIOmey General Paul .
McNulty, in his own testimony on February 6"', acknowledged that Mr. CumminS was
pushed out for no reason other than to install- without Senate confinnation -: Tim
Griffin, a fomicr aide io Karl Rove. At the time, Mr. Griffin had minimal federal

· plllsecution experience, but was highly skilled in opposition research and partisan attacks
for the RepUblican National Committee. This strikes us as 8 quiIltessentialiy "political"

·reason to make achange.

We recognize, ofcourse, that United Stales Attorneys serve at the pleasureoftbe
President, but as several highly res~led and distinguished former officlaborthe
Department ofJustice have noted, the dismissal ofa well-respected U.S. AtlOmey simply
to reward an inexperienccd partisan is unprecedented.

AlthoughScnatol'll expect soon to be briefed privately about the alleged
perfonnance issues ofseveral other U.S. Anomeys, we hope that you will quickly and
publicly address the most troubling aspects ofthe Cummins ouster and Griffin

·appointmenl We look forward to a fuller explanation ofwhy 8 concedcdly well·
i>crfomiing prosecutor was tenninated in favor ofsuch a partiSan figl!fe:

• In pimicular, when was the decision made to appoint Tim Griffin to replace Bud
Cummins?
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...

.. $pecifiC!!1ly, who lobbied on behalfofTim Griffin's appointment, both inside and
outside the Adminilltratiotl.'r " ,

.. Why Was Bud Cummins told ,10 resign in June of2006, when the other di~issed
officials were told in December of2OQ6? Was ,the teliSOl1 to give the repla9ementi

. TUn Ori:ffin, a i:1laIlce 10 become ens<:Oneed at the U;S-. AttomcyfsOflice in . ..
, Arkansas befOre maldilg iheappointment? .

• In light ofthe unpreceden1ed nat\lre ofthe appointment,' we are especially
intCrestedin wulerstatiding the role played by Karl Rove. In particular, what role
did Karl Rove, With whom <lritlin was closely associated, play in the decision to
appointGtifIin?

. Given thalM!. Rove was biniselfapparently stiUbeing investigllle(i.by a U.S.
A.ltorney in June of2006. it would b!:extremeJy Ul:Iloward ifbe were at the same time
leading the charge 10 'oust a sitting U.S. Attorney and install' his own fOJ)Der aide.

lb~e questions go 10 the heart of the public's confidence in the fair
adinil\i~on ofjUsticc. Once appointed, u.s. Attorneys, perhaps moretbanany other
pl.Ib\ic servant, must.be'abovepolUics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to eriforce
merulo'ona", without fear or favor.

Given !beissaes raised in the recent bearing/we lUe natura1ly concerned about the .'. '
.Administration's professed coJDlDitment to ke<Pirig politics ou! oftha [)epiu'tntent of
Justice. We hope that you will quickly put those concerns to rest.
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The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Reid:

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007.
An identical respon~e has been sent to the other signatories of that letter.

First, the full quotation ofthe Attorney General's testimony at the Judiciary
Committee hearing on January 18, 2007, more fairly represents his views about the
appropriate reasons for asking a U.S. Attorney to resign. In full, the Attorney General
stated: "I think I would never, ever make a change in a United States attorney for
political reasons or if it would in any wtryjeopardize an ongoing serious investigation. I
just would not do if' (emphasis added).

Second, the Deputy Attorney General,.at the hearing held on February 6, 2007,
further stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins to resign
so that Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney is not, in the Department's view, an inappropriate "political reason."
This is so, the Deputy Attorney General testified, because, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very
well-qualified and has "a strong enough resume" to serve as U.S. Attorney, and Mr.
Cummins "may have already been thinking about leaving atsome point anyway."

Indeed, at the time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December
2006 he had far more federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division and in the
U.S. Attorney's office) than Mr. Cummins did at the time he was appointed U.S.
Attorney in January 2002. Mr. Cummins himselfcredits Mr. Griffin with the
establishment of the office's successful gun crime prosecution initiative. And Mr. Griffin
has substantial military prosecution experience that Mr. Cummins does not have.
Anyone who knows Mr. Griffin must concede that he brings a style of leadership and
level of energy that could only enhance the success ofa U.S. Attorney's office.
Moreover, it was well-known, as early as December 2004, that Mr. Cummins intended to
leave the office and seek employment in the private sector. See "The Insider Dec. 30,"
Ark. Times (Dec. 30, 2004) ("Cummins, 45, said that, with four children to put through
colkge someday, he'll likely begin exploring career options. It wouldn't be 'shQcking,'
he said, for there to be a change in his office before the end of Bush's second term.").

Third, the Department does not consider the replacement of one Republican U.S.
Attorney by another Republican lawyer who is wellcqualified and has extensive
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experience as a prosecutor and strong ties to the district to be a change made for "political
reasons." United States Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President; that has always
been the rule, and U.S. Attorneys accept their appointment with that understanding.

In answer to your specific questions:

• Although the decision to appoint Mr. Griffm to replace Mr. Cummins was first
contemplated in the springor summer of 2006, the final decision to appoiIit Mr.
Griffm to be interim U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District ofArkansas was made
on or about December 15,2006, after the second of the Attorney
General's telephone conversations with Senator Pryor.

• The Department ofJustice is not aware of anyone lobbying, either inside or
outside of the Administration, for Mr. Griffin's appointment. In the spring or
summer of 2006, following regular procedures, the Office of the Counsel to the
President inquired of the Office of the Attorney General as to whether Mr. Griffin

. (who then was on active military duty in Iraq) might be considered for
appointment as U.S. Attorney upon his return.

• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cummins's continued service as
U.S. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their performance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position."

• The Department is not aware of Karl Rove playing any role in the decision to
appoint Mr. Griffin.

In conclusion, the Department wholeheartedly agrees with the principle you set
forth in your letter that "[o]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other
public servants, must be above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to
enforce the rule of law without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by
Presidents of both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does
not undermine that principle.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Arlen Specter
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Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cwnmins-Griffin

From: Sampson, Kyle [Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 2:56 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

SUbject: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

Attachments: reid letter re cummins-griffin v.2.doc

Chris, please review and (hopefully) clear at your earliest. Thanksl

«reid letter re cummins-griffin v.2.doc»

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov

Page 1 of 1
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The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Reid:

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007.
An identical response has been sent to the other signatories of that letter.

First, the full quotation of the Attorney General's testimony at the Judiciary
Committee hearing on January 18,2007, more fairly represents his views about the
appropriate reasons for asking a U.S. Attorney to resign. In full, the Attorney General
stated: "I think I would never, ever make a change in a United States attorney for
political reasons or if it would in any wayjeopardize an ongoing serious investigation. I
just would not do it" (emphasis adqed). The Department of Justice rejects any suggestion
that U.S. Attorneys were asked or encouraged to resign for the inappropriate "political
reason" of interfering with any public corruption case or retaliating against a U.S.
Attorney who oversaw such a case.

Second, the Deputy Attorney General, at the hearing held on February 6, 2007,
further stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins to resign
so that Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney is not, in the Department's view, an inappropriate "political reason."
This is so, the Deputy Attorney General testified, because, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very
well-qualified to serve as U.S. Attorney, and Mr. Cummins "may have already been
thinking about leaving at some point anyway." ,

Indeed, at the time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December
2006 he had far more federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division and in the
U.S. Attorney's office} than Me. Cummins did at the time he was appointed U.S.
Attorney in January 2002. Mr. Cummins himself credits Me. Griffin with the
establishment of the office's successful gun crime prosecution initiative. And Mr. Griffin
has substantial military prosecution experience that Mr. Cummins does not have.
Anyone who knows Mr. Griffin must concede that he brings a style ofleadership and
level of energy that could only enhance the success of a U.S. Attorney's office.
Moreover. it was well-known, as early as December 2004, that Me. Cummins intended to
leave the office and seek employment in the private sector. see "The Insider Dec. 30,"
Ark Times (Dec. 30, 2004) ("Cummins, 45, said that, with four children to put through

, college someday, he'll likely begin exploring career options. It wouldn't be 'shocking,'
he said, for there to be a change in his office before the end of Bush's second term.").
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Third, the Department does not consider the replacement of one Republican U.S.
Attorney by another Republican lawyer who is well-qualified and has extensive
experience as a prosecutor and strong ties to the district to be a change made for. "political
reasons." United States Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President; that has always
been the rule, imd U.S. Attorneys accept their appointment with that understanding.

In answer to your specific questions:

• Although the decision to appoint Mr. Griffin to replace Mr. Cummins was first
contemplated in the spring or'summerof2006, the final decision to appoint Mr.
Griffin to be interim U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District ofArkansas was made
on or about December 15, 2006, after the Attorney General's telephone
conversation with Senator Pryor.

• The DepartmentofJustice is not aware of anyone lobbying for Mr. Griffin's
appointment. The question ofwhether Mr. Griffin (who then was on active
military duty in Iraq) might be considered for appointment as U.S. Attorney upon
his return was addressed by the Department of Justice and the White House
consistent with prior practice.

• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cummins's continued service as
U$. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their performance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position."

• The Department is not aware of Karl Rove playing any role in the decision to
appoint Mr. Griffin. .

In conclusion, the Department wholeheartedly agrees with the principle you set
forth in your letter that "[o]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other
public servants, must be above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to
enforce the rule oflaw without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by
Presidents of both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does
not undermine that principle.

'We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

,-
Richard A. Herding
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Arlen Specter
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RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

From: Sampson, Kyle [Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Friday, February 23, 20072:59 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

SUbject: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

Attachments: reid letter re cummins-griffin v.3.doc

Chris, please review this version 3.

«reid letter re cummins-griffin v.3.doc»

From: Sampson, Kyle

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 -2:56 PM

To: 'Oprlson, Christopher G.'

Subject: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

Chris, please review and (hopefully) clear at your earliest. Thanks!

« File: reid letter re cummins-griffin v.2.doc»

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Department of Justice
9"50 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov

Page I of I
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The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

DearSenator Reid:

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007..
An identical response has been sent to the other signatories ofthat letter.

First, the full quotation of the Attorney General's testimony at the Judiciary
Committee hearing on January 18,2007, more fairly represents his views about the
appropriate reasons for asking a U.S. Attorney to resign. In full, the Attorney General
stated: "I think I would never, ever make a change in a United States attorney for
political reasons or if it would in any wtlJl jeopardize an ongoing serious investigation. I
just would not do it" (emphasis added). The Department ofJustice rejects any suggestion
that U.S. Attorneys were asked or encouraged to resign for the inappropriate "political
reason" of interfering with any public corruption case or retaliating against a U.S.
Attorney who oversaw such a case.

Second, the Deputy Attorney General, at the hearing held on February 6, 2007,
further stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins to resign
so that Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney is not, in the Department's view, an inappropriate "political reason."
This is so, the Deputy Attorney General testified, because, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very
well-qualified to serve as U.S. Attorney, and Mr. Cummins "may have already been
thinking about leaving at some point anyway."

Indeed, at the time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December
2006 he had far more federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division and in the
U.S. Attorney's office) than Mr. Cummins did at the time he was appointed U.S.
Attorney in January 2002. Mr. Cummins himself credits Mr. Griffin with the
establishment of the office's successful gun crime prosecution initiative. And Mr. Griffin
has substantial military prosecution experience that Mr. Cummins does not have.
Anyone who knows Mr. Griffin must concede that he brings a style of leadership and
level of energy that could only enhance; the success of a U.S. Attorney's office.
Morcover, it was wcll-known, as early as December 2004, that Mr. Cummins in;enJ~d to
leave the office and seek employment in the private sector. See "The Insider Dec. 30,"
Ark. Times (Dec. 30, 2004) ("Cummins, 45, said that, with four children to put through
college someday, he'll likely begin exploring career options. It wouldn't be 'shocking,'
he said, for there to be a change in his office before the end of Bush's second term.").
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Third, the Department does not consider the replacement of one Republican U.S.
Attorney by another Republican lawyer who iswell-qualified and has extensive
experience as a prosecutor and strong ties to the district to be a change-made for "political
reasons." Mr. Cummins was continned to serve a four-year tenn, which expired on
January 9, 2006; he served his entire tenn, plus an additional year. United States
Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President; that has always been the rule, and U.S,
Attorneys accept their appointment with that understanding.

In answer to your specific questions:

• Although the decision to appoint Mr. Griffin to replace Mr. Cummins was first
contemplated in the spring or summer of2006, the final decision to appoint Mr.
Griffin tobe interim U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District of Arkansas was made
on or about December 15,2006, after the Attorney General's telephone
conversation with Senator Pryor.

• The Department of Justice is not aware of anyone lobbying for Mr. Griffm's
appointment. The question ofwhether Mr. Griffin (who then was on active
military duty in Iraq) might be considered for appointment as U.S. Attorney upon
his return was addressed by the Department of Justice and the WhiteHouse
consistent with prior practice.

• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cummins's continued service as
U.S. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their perfonnance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position."

• The Department is not aware of Karl Rove playing any role in the decision to
appoint Mr. Griffin.

In conclusion, the Department wholeheartedly agrees with the principle you set
forth in your letter that "[o]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other
public servants, must be above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to _
enforce the rule oflaw without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by
Presidents of both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does
not undennine that principle.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Richard A_ Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General
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cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Arlen Specter
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RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

From: Oprison, Christopher G,

Sent: Friday, February 23,20075:22 PM

To: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: RE: Version 2 of Reid Letter re Cummins-Griffin

Atta~hments: reid letter. re cummins-griffih v 3 (2).doc

Page 1 of 1

Kyle - attached is a version with slight revisions. Fred, as I, want to ensure that it is absolutely consistent with the
facts and that it does not add to the controversy surrounding this issue.

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.govj
Sent: Friday, February 23,20072:59 PM
To: Oprison,Christopher G.
Subject: RE: Version 2 of Reid letter re Cummins-Griffin
Importance: High

Chris, please review this version 3.

«reid letter re cummins-griffin v.3.doc»

from; Sampson, Kyle

Sent: Friday, February 23,20072:56 PM

To: 'Oprlson, Christopher G.'

Subject: Version 2 afReld Letter fe Cummins-Griffin

Importance: High

Chris, please review and (hopefully) clear at your .earliest. Thanks!

« File: reid letter re cummins-griffin v.2.doc »

Kyle Sampson
Chief of Staff
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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9. You have acknowledged that the so-caUed EARS evaluations of several fired
United States Attorneys might not reflect any of the "performance'; problems that
ultimately resulted in their dismissal.

a) Please describe with particularity the EARS evaluation process, with
attention to the length of the evaluation, the type of people who
participate, the types of interviews conducted, and the typical length of a
final EARS report.

10. While it is true that United States Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President
and may be dismissed for any reason, do you believe that there should be some
higher standard for the termination of a Presidentially-appointed and Senate­
confirmed federal prosecutor? If so, what should that standard be?

3
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From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 1:12 PM

To: Sampson, Kyle

Subject:RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

interesting questions

why is Schumer so wrapped around the axle on the issue of US Attorneys being 'inferior officers" - there are
several cases that addressed that issue. It's not a new concept as far as I know ,.

From: Sampson, Kyle [rnailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:59 AM
To: Kelley, William K.
Ce: Oprison, Christopher G.; Hertling, Richard
Subject: fIN: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Gents, wanted to you see the flavor of the QFRs we've received on the U.S. Attorneys matter. We obviously will
need to clear answers through you all. .

From: SCott-Finan, Nancy
Sent: Monday, February 26, 200710:49 AM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Ce: Hertling, Richard
Subject: fIN: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Attached are the QFRs
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.., -\RS Evaluation talking Points

From: Elston, Michael (ODAG) [MlchaeI.Elston@usdoj.govj

Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:36 AM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

SUbject: EARS Evaluation talking Points

Attachments: EARS TP.doc

Chris:

Kyle asked me to send you some talking points regarding EARS evaluations. I hope the attached addresses lhe
issue. Let me know if you need anything else.

Thanks,
Mike

«EARS TP.doc»

Michael J. Elston
Chief of Staff and Counselor

to the Deputy Attorney General
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 4210
Vashington, D.C. 20530

~"-(202) 307-
(202) 514· (fax)

HJC 10809



"EARS" EVALUATIONS OF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY'S OFFICES

• The Attorney General and the Deputy Attorney General are responsible for evaluating the
perfonnance of the United States Attorneys and ensuring that they are leading their offices
effectively.

• Because United States Attorneys are appointed by the President and confinned by the Senate,
they do not have fonnal evaluations or annual perfonnance reviews by their supervisors like

. other Department of Justice.employees.

• An "EARS" report is not an evaluation of the perfonnance of a United States Attorney by his
or her supervisor. It is a peer review of the perfonnance and internal controls of the entire
United States Attorneys Office that occurs once every three to five years.

• The Evaluation and Review Staff (EARS) of the Executive Office for United States
Attorneys (EOUSA) conducts periodic peer reviews ofeach United States Attorney's Office
(USAO) in order to evaluate the overall perfonnance of the entire USAO, make reports,and
allow the USAO to take corrective action where needed.

• The EARS program serves as a mechanism by which the USAO and the evaluators - who are
neither auditors nor inspectors - can share ideas and innovations, in addition to serving as a
means of enhancing communication" between EOUSA and the USAO. The evaluation
program provides an opportunity for peers to evaluate peers in a relativelY objective and
constructive manner. Evaluation teams do not include other United States Attorneys.

"'•.J MORE DETAILS:

Evaluators make recommendations for improving the operation of the USAO, analyzing the
organizational structure of the office and providing feedback and recommendations to the United
States Attorney. The evaluation team relies on experienced Assistant United States Attorneys
(AUSA) and USAO staff from allover the country, and is led by an AUSA. The evaluators are
in an office for a maximum of one week, during which they interview all civil and criminal
AUSA's at the USAO, as well as the administrative staff and sollie members of the support
staff. In addition, the evaluation team interviews the district judges, some circuit judges,
magistrate judges, bankruptcy judges, the Clerk of Court, the Probation Officer, other court
personnel, the United States Marshal, representatives of the district's major civil and law
enforcement agencies, the OCDETF Regional Coordinator, and any other federal officials or
persons that appear appropriate to the USAO point-of-contact and the team leader. .
Representatives of non-federal agencies, such as local prosecutors and police chiefs, lliay also be
inter-viewed.

The evaluation team produces a draft report, which is sent to the United States Attorney of the
revit:wl:tl district for a response. Approximately three to four months after the response has been
received, a follow-up evaluator or team visits the USAO review corrective measures, provide
assistance to the district, assess the performance of the evaluation team, and produce a follow-up
report. Once that report has been received, the EARS staff prepares a final evaluation report,
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which is approximately 6-12 pages in length. The final report is a narrative SJ.lIIlmary of the
assessments and evaluations from the draft report that have been verified during the response and
follow-up process, and ofthe corrective actions takenbythe USAOregarding those
recommendations. Completion of a final report takes between 235-265 days after the completion
of the evaluation team's visit.

Drafted by John Nowacki. EOUSA (5J4- .
February 26. 2007

; edited by Michael Elston, ODAG (307·
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EARS Evaluation talking Points

From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Monday, February 26,200711:11 AM

To: 'Elston, Michael {ODAG)'

Cc: Sampson, Kyle

Subject: RE: EARS Evaluation talking Points

These are really helpful - thanks Mike.
And thanks Kyle.

From: Elston, Michael (ODAG) [mailto:Michael.Elston@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:36 AM
To: Oprlson, Christopher G.
ee: Sampson, Kyle
Subject: EARS Evaluation talking Points

Chris:

Kyle asked me to send you some talking points regarding EARS evaluations. I hope the attached addresses the.
issue. Let me know if you need anything else.

Thanks,
Mike

- «EARS TP.doc»

------------_._-_. -.--
Michael J. Elston
Chief of Staff and Counselor

to the Deputy Attorney General
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Room 4210
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 307-
(202) 514- (fax)
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From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Tuesday, February 27,20071:47 PM

To: Sampson, Kyle

Co: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K. .

Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

can we discuss sometime later today the impending House Judiciary briefing and hearing? is there a date certain
for each yet?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:59 AM
To: Kelley, William K.
Ce: Oprison, Christopher G.; Hertllng, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Gents, wanted to you see the flavor of the QFRs we've received on the U.S. Attorneys matter. We obviously will
need to clear answers through you all.

From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:49 AM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Ce: Hertllng, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Attached are the QFRs
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From: Hertling, Richard

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 1:56 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Cc: Sampson, Kyle; Kelley, William K.

SUbject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNVlty

briefing is tomorrow afternoon; hearing is next Wednesday, March 6.

From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto:ChristophecG._Oprison@who.eop.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 1:47 PM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Cc: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K..
Subject: HE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

can we discuss sometime later today the impending HoUse Judiciary briefing and hearing? is there a date certain
for each yet?

From: sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:59 AM
To: Kelley, William K.
Cc: Oprison, Christopher G.; Hertling, Richard
Subject:FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Gents, wanted to you see the flavor of the QFRs we've received on the U.S. Attorneys matter. We obviously will
need to clear answers through you all.

From: SCott-Finan, Nancy
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:49 AM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Cc: Hertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty .

Attached are the QFRs
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From: . Sampson, Kyle [Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 20072:56 PM

To: Oprison, Christopher G.

Cc: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K.

SUbject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

I'm available anytime except 4-5pm. Let us know.

From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto:ChrislophecG._Oprison@who.ebp.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 1:47 PM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Cc: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K.
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

can we discuss sometime later today the impending House Judiciary briefing and hearing? is there a date certain
for each yet?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:S9AM
To: Kelley, William K.
Cc: Oprison, Christopher G.; Hertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR'S to DAG McNulty

Gents, wanted to you see the flavor of the QFRs we've received on the U.S. Attorneys matter. We obviously will
need to clear answers through you all.

From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:49 AM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Cc: Hertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR'S to DAG McNulty

Attached are the QFRs

HJC10815



Page 1 of 1

From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 4:55 PM

To: Sampson, Kyle

Cc: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K.

SUbject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Kyle, Rich - are you available at 5:30?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
sent: Tuesday, February 27,20072:56 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.
Ce: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K.
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

I'm available anytime except 4-5pm. Let us know.

From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto:Christopher_G._Oprison@who.eop.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 1:47 PM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Ce: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K.
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

can we discuss sometime later today the impending House Judiciary briefing and hearing? is there a date certain
for each yet?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Monday, February26, 2007 10:59 AM
To: Kelley, William K.
Ce: Oprison, Christopher G.; Hertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Gents, wanted to you see the flavor of the QFRs we've received on the U.S. Attorneys matter. We obviously will
need to clear answers through you all..

From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:49 AM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Ce: Hertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

.Attached are the QFRs
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Hertling, Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]
Tuesday, February 27, 20074:57 PM
Oprison, Christopher G.; Sampson, Kyle
Kelley, William K.
Re: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

We are both free. I will go to his office if you want to call there.

-----Original Message-----
From: Oprison, Christopher G. <Chri8topher_G~~Oprison@who.eop.gov>

To: Sampson, Kyle
cc: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K, <William_K._Kelley@who.eop.gov>
Sent: Tue Feb 27 16: 55: 10 2007
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Kyle, Rich - are you available at 5:30?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 2:56 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.
Cc: Hertlirig, Richard; Kelley, William K.
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

1 1 m available anytime except 4-Spm. Let us know.

From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto:Christopher_Go_oprison@who.eop-.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 1:47 PM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Cc: Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K.
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

can we discuss sometime later. today the impending House Judiciary briefing. and hearing?
is there a date certain for e~ch yet?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mai1to:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.govl
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 10:59 AM
To: Kelley, William K.
Cc: Oprison, Christopher G.; Hertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Gents, wanted to you seethe flavor of the QFRs we've received on the U.S. Attorneys
matter. We obviously will need to clear answers through you all.

From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
Sent, Monday, February 26, 2007 10:49 AM
To: Sampson, Kyle
Cc: Hertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR1s to DAG McNulty

Attached are the QFRs

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Oprison, Christopher G.
Tuesday, February 27, 2007 5:06 PM
Hertling, Richard; Sampson, Kyle
Kelley, William K.
RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Great - will call you at Kyle's number

----~Original Message-----
From: Hertling, Richard .[mailto:Richard.Hertling@usdoj.govl
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 4:57 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.; Sampson, Kyle
Cc: Kelley, William K.
Subject: Re: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

We are both free. I will go to his office if you want to call there.

-----Original Message-----
From: oprison, Christopher G. <Christopher_G,_Oprison@who.eop.gov>
To~ Sampson, Kyle
CC: Hertling., Richard; Kelley, Wiiliarn K. <Wi-lliam_~._Kelley@who.eop.gov>

Sent: Tue Feb 27 16:55:10 2007
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Kyle, Rich - are you available at 5:30?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 2:56 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.
Cc: He~tling/Richardi Kelley, William K.
subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

I'm available anytime except 4~5pm. Let us know.

From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto:Christopher_G._Oprison@who.eop.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 1:47 PM
ro: Sampson, Kyle
Cc:Hertling, Richard; Kelley, William K.
Subject: RE: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAGMcNulty

cart we discuss sometime later today the impending. House Judi?iary briefing and h~aring?

is there a date certain for each yet?

From: Sampson, Kyle [mailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Monday, February 25, 2007 10:59 AM
To: Kelley, William K.
Cc: Opris'on, Christopher G.; Bertling, Richard
Subject: FW: Kennedy & Schumer QFR's to DAG McNulty

Gents, wanted to you see the flavor.of the QFRs we've received on the u.s. Attorneys
matter. We obviously will need to clear answers th~ough you all.

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Many thanks, sir.

Hertling, Richard [Richard.Hertling@usdoj.gov]
Tuesday, February 27,20077:17 PM
Kelley, William K.
Oprison, Christopher G.; Sampson, Kyle
RE: Sorry to be a pest

- - - - -Original Message- - - --.
From: Kelley, William K. [mailto:William_K._Kelley@who.eop.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, February 27, 2007 7:16 PM
To: Hertling, Richard .
Cc: oprison, Christopher G.
Subject: Re: Sorry to be a pest

Sorry -- thought I had cleared it earlier today. Good to go. Thanks.

- -- - -Original Message-·- --­
From: Hertling, Richard
To: Kelley, William K.
cc: Oprison, Christopher G.
Sent: Tue Feb 27 19:15:15 2007
Subject: Sorry to be a pest

Bill: Because the letter to Conyers I emailed to you earlier today in response to his
request that we appoint- Carol Lam as special counsel for the Duke Cunningham investigation
makesref~rence to a bri-efing DOJ is doing for House Judiciary merribers tomorrow in the
future tense, I would like to be able to sign the letter and date it today. Have your
folks had the chance to look it over yet? Are you comfortable with it?

1
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From: McNulty, Paul J [pauI.J.McNulty@usdoj.govj

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 20072:06 PM

To: Kelley, WilUam K

SUbject: RE: Updated Draft Talking Points and McClatchy story

On the outside replacements issue, we are going to stay with the NM First Assistant, but I spoke to Sen Ensign's
chief-of-staff and they are open to an outsider coming in. We are working with them on this today and will see.
how it progresses. I'll keep you posted.

From: Kelley, William K. [mailto:William~K._Kelley@who.eop.govJ

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 1:55 PM
To: McNulty, Paul J
SUbject: RE: Updated Draft Talking Points and McClatchy story

Thanks.

From: McNulty, Paul J [mailto:PauI.J.McNulty@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 1:54 PM
To: Kelley, William K.
Subject: FW: Updated Draft Talking Points and McClatchy story
Importance:. High

13i11, here is the latest: our draft talking points and the most recent article. Strange thing is that Iglesias is quoted
in an Albuquerque Tribune story today as saying that he expects indictments in the corruption case "very soon,"
an obvious violation of Department policy in an ongoing investigation. Paul

From: Roehrkasse, 8rian
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 i:31 PM
To: McNulty, Paul J
Subject: FW: Updated DraftTalking Points and McClatchy story
Importance: High

Updated wi the story.

From: Roehrkasse, 8rian
Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 1:26 PM
To: Goodling,Monica; Moschella, William; Hertling, Richard
Cc: Elwood, Courtney; Sampson, Kyle; 5colinos, Tasia
Subject: Updated Draft Talking Points and McClatchy story
Importance: High

I just spoke to Kyle on the plane and have incorporated his input as well as edits from Courtney and Tasia. The
McClatchy story is below -- I think it comes from an interview rather than a press conference.

Please send me you final comments now so I can begin to use these talking points. Thanks.

'lRAFT Talking Points
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The suggestion that David Iglesias was asked to resign because he failed to bring an indictment over a
courthouse construction contract is flatly false.

This Administration has never removed a United States Attorneys in an effort to retaliate against them or
interfere with or inappropriately influence a public integrity investigation. Furthermore, in the last six
years, the Department has demonstrated its extremely strong record rooting out public corruption
including prosecuting a number of very high profile cases.

David Iglesias served since 2001 as U.S. Attorney in New Mexico and had a lengthy record from which
to evaluate his performance. Our decision waS based on performance-related concerns including issues
associated with the overall management of the office among others during his 5 Y2 years as U.S.
Attorney in New Mexico.

U.S. Attorneys [as directed by the U.S. Attorney Manual] are aware that all Congressional calls are to be
directed to the Department of Justice's Office ofLegislative Affairs and no one in the Department was
aware of the details of the conversation between U.S. Attorney Iglesias and members of the New
Mexico Congressional delegation.

If asked ONLY whether the main Justice. Department or the White House was contacted about the
performance offormer U.S. Attorney David Iglesias:

The Department is occasionally contacted about the performance of U.S. Attorneys by home-state
Senators and gives those comments the appropriate consideration. [IF PUSHED] We will not discuss
specific conversations between members and the DejJartment on these occasions.

From: Taylor, Marisa
sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 1:10 PM
To: Roehrkasse, Brian; Schwartz, Arthur
SUbject: this is what I called about

I can still adda response from the department and update the story.

Marisa Taylor
National Correspondent
McClatchy Newspapers
(202)-383·

Visit McClatchy's 32 daily newspapers, including the Miami Herald, -Sacramento Bee, Minneapolis Star Tribune. Kansas City Staf, Raleigh News &
ObselVsr and others, at www.m!=<.G!(.!JG.~_y.wm.

Posted on Wed, Feb. 28.2007

Political interference alleged in sacking of a U.S. attorney

By Marisa Taylor
McClatchy Newspapers
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WASHINGTON - The U.S. attorney from New Mexico who was recently fued by the Bush
administration said Wednesday that he believes he was forced out because he refused to rush an
indictment in an ongoing probe of local Democrats a month before November's Congressional
elections. .

David Iglesias said two members of Congress separately called in mid October to inquire about the
timing of an ongoing probe of a kickback scheme and appeared eager for an indictment to be issued
on the eve of the elections in order to benefit the Republicans. He refused to name the members of
Congress because he said he feared retaliation.

Two months later, on Dec. 7, Iglesias became one of six U.S. attorneys ordered to step down for what
administration officials have termed "performance-related issues." Two other U.S. attorneys also have
been asked to resign.

Iglesias, who received a positive performance review before he was fued, said he suspected he was
forced out because of his refusal to be pressured to hand down an indictment in the ongoing probe.

"I believe that because I didn't play ball, so to speak, I was asked to resign," said Iglesias, who
.officially stepped down Wednesday. .

Iglesias acknowledged that he had no proof that the pressure from the Congress members prompted
his forced resignation. But he said the contact in of itselfviolated one of the most important tenants of
a U.S. attorney's office: Don't mix politics with prosecutions.

U.S. attorneys are appointed by the president in a political process that includes Senate confirmation.
But as soon as they assume office they are expected to refrain from being politically active and to
resist the urge to allow their political leanings to affect the outcome of a case.

Democrats have described the mid-term firings of the Republican-appointed U.S. attorneys as
unprecedented and questioned whether the firings were politically motivated to root out moderates
and install candidates loyal to the administration.

Justice department officials have defended the firings as legitimate administrative decisions meant to
improve the workings of the Justice Department. Deputy Attorney GeneralPaul McNulty told the
Senate that most of the forced resignations were motivated by "performance-related" reasons.

Iglesias' allegation raises new questions about the nature of the firings and seems to undermine the
theory that the administration only singled out moderate Republicans. Iglesias, a former military
lawyer whose work helped inspired the Tom Cruise character in a "Few Good Men," describes
himself as a social conservative who strove to loyally implement the administration's policies. Iglesias
also was the first Hispanic to serve as U.S. attorney in his state in decades.

"I represent tluee huge voting blocks of the Republican party," he sai<;!,. "I don't know why they would
let someone go with those political credentials who has demonstrativc',y donc a good job."

Iglesias said the two members of Congress not only contacted him directly but also proceeded to try to
wrest details about the case from him. Iglesias would not comment on the case to McClatchy, but the
local media has reported on aspects of the ongoing investigation, including allegations that a former
Democratic state senator took money to ensure an $82 million courthouse contract would go to
specific company.
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Congressional questions about ongoing cases are supposed to go through a special office within the
.Justice Department to avoid the appearance of impropriety. Corruption cases in particular are treated
as especially sensitive.

"I was appalled by the inappropriateness of those contacts," Iglesias said of the calls.

Iglesias said they called during the lead up to the Congressional elections that gave the Democrats
control of the House and Senate. The Republican Party loss was blamed in part on several ongoing
criminal corruption cases against Republican members of Congress.

Jude McCartin,.a spokeswoman for New Mexico's Democratic Senator Jeff Bingaman, said she had
hot heard of the allegations and could not comment on them. . .

"It wasn't us - that's all I can say," she said.

Bingaman worked with Iglesias on crafting certain legislation, but McCartin said Bingaman would
never attempt to push an ongoing case for political purposes..

"US. attorneys have a job to do and he does not want to interfere," she said. "He's a senator and his
job is to craft legislation, not involve himself in ongoing cases."

Other members ofthe New Mexico delegation could not be immediately reached for comment.

Senator Pete Domenici was not facing re-election, but the state's two other Republicans, U.S.
Representatives Heather Wilson and Steve Pearce were up for election. Both won, but Wilson beat her
opponent by 875 votes out of nearly 211,000.

Local media reports had speculated that Iglesias' office might issue an indictment before the elections.

But Iglesias said he refused to tell the members of Congress when it would be issued, although he had
decided the investigation needed more time. .

"You never rush any case to trial, especially political corruption cases," he.said. "There is always the
charge that the real basis of the prosecutions is politics and you want to avoid that."

He said he now regrets that he did not report the calls to the Justice Department as required by policy.

. "I thought it would blow over," he said. "But I was wrong."

In the last several weeks, other U.S. attorneys have spoken out against the administration to dispute
that they were fired because of the way they handled their job.

The administration has only acknowledged that politics'played a part in the firing of former U.S.
Attorney Bud Cummins in Little Rock Arkansas. In his ease: ot1icials have said he was removed to
make way for Tim Griffin, a former aide to Rove. Griffin has since said he will not seek Senate
confirmation because ofthe controversy.

The firings have put Justice Department officials in the unusual position of having to defend the
ouster of Republican-appointees against Democratic criticism.

______ 0 •• •• _' ·_· •• _.__• •__• • ~." • - ------ -.-,,-.-------------
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Similar to six other U.S. attorneys, Iglesias said when he was called and fired December 7, he was not
given any reason other than that said the order "came from on high."

Iglesias and several other U.S. attorneys have been contacted by the House's Subcommittee on
Commercial and Administrative Law about possibly testifying before Congress on the firings. Iglesias
said would only testify if he were subpoenaed.

U.S. Attorney Daniel Bogden, who also stepped down Wednesday after being asked to leave in
December, said he had no idea why he was asked to resign.

Like Iglesias, he received a positive performance evaluation. But unlike him, he said he never clashed
with elected officials about an ongoing investigation. Bogden, a prosecutor with more than 16 years of
experience, prosecuted county officials in a case connected to a San Diego indictment of severalloc,al
elected officials. Carol Lam, the U.S. attorney in San Diego, was also asked to step down in
December.

"As an office we thought we were functioning at a very high level," Bogden said. "You would think
that if you're doing the job you should be doing you should remain in your place."
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From: Oprison, Christopher G.

Sent: Monday, February 26, 2007 9:35 AM

To: Goodling, Monica

Subject: Can you give me a call?

I need to chat about the "performance evaluations" for the departing US Attorneys. Time sensitive issue for Tony.
Thanks

Christopher G. Oprison
Associate Counsel to the President
phone: (202) 456-
fax: (202) 456-
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FW: Final Talking Points

From: Roehrkasse, Brian

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 20072:23 PM

To: Perino, Dana M.; Mama, Jeanie S.; Martin, Catherine; Rethmeier, Blain K.

Subject: FW: Final Talking Points

Page I of2

From: Rbehrkasse, Brian

Sent: Wednesday, February 28, 2007 2:22 PM

To: Scollno5, Tasia; Sampson, Kyle; Goodling, Monica; Elston, Michael (ODAG);, Moschella, William; McNulty, Paul J; Elwood, Courtney; Nowacki, John
(USAEO); Hertling, Richard

Subject: Anal Talking Points

Attached are the final talking points on the allegations by U.S. Attorney David Iglesias.

Talking Points

o the suggestion that David Iglesias was asked to resign because he failed to bring an indictment
over a courthouse construction contract is flatly false.

o This Administration has never removed a United States Attorney in an effort to retaliate against
them or inappropriately interfere with a public integrity investigation. Furthermore, in the last six
years, the Department has demonstrated its extremely strong record rooting out public corruption
including prosecuting a number of very high profile cases;

o David Iglesias was confirmed in 2001 to afourcyear term as U,S. Attorney in New Mexico and was
allowed to extend his service for an additional year and a half. During his 5 Y, years of service,
we had a lengthy record from which to evaluate his performance as a manger and we made our
decision not to further extend his service based on performance-related concerns.

o U.S. Attorneys [as directed by the U.S. Attorney Manual] are aware that all Congressional calls are
to be directed to the Department of Justice's Office of Legislative Affairs and we are unaware that
anyone in Main Justice was notified of any conversations between U.S. Attorney Iglesias and
members of the New Mexico Congressional delegation.

If asked ONLY whether the main Justice Department or the White House was contacted about the
performance offormer U.S. Attorney David Iglesias:

o The Department is occasionally contacted about the performance of U.S. Attorneys by home-state.
Senators and gives those comments appropriate consideration. [IF PUSHED] We will not discuss
specific conversations between members and the Department on these occasions.

Brian Roehrkasse
Deputy Director of Public Affairs
U.S. Department ofJustice
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(202) 514-
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RE: Statement

!

Goodling, Monica
2/16/20076:59:55 PM

Scott Jennings /0= REPUBLICAN NATIONAlCOMMITTEE/OU=RNC/CN=RECIPJENTS/CN=5JENNINGS; Sara
'dylor /0= REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMmEE/OU=RNC/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=SMTAYLOR;
Ce:
Bee:
Subject:

Ok. I sent Public Affairs Iha revised. A~hough the other version went out to the ·folks who called earlier. they'll use this version
from this point forward.

From: Scott Jennings [mailto:5Jennings@gwb43.com]
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 6:30 PM
To: Goodling, Monica; sara Taylor
Subject: RE: Slatement

Why dont we take out this line out of lhe statement: "We are pleased that hit is willing to seIVIt as interim Unllad States Morney
until a candidate is nominated and confirmed. Wa will continua to work wllh the Arkansas delegation to find e candidate for thle
position."

From: Goodling, Monica [malllo:Monica.Goodllng@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Friday, February 16, 20076:02 PM
--, sara Taylor; Scott Jennings

ljeet: Statement

Sara/Scoll- As we discussed, in addition to prOViding the below stalement and blo info, "'henM asked about the phone call·
between tha AG and Pryor. our spokesperson will state/confirm on background that the Allomey General pressed Senator Pryor
for an answer on whether he would support Tim if we nominated him and Pryor said thathe would not. VVhenliftold that.Pryor has
stated that he was open to Tim's nomination, our spokesperson will dispute that and say that Senator pryor made his opposition
fa-lim clear to the Attorney General-and that he can not have it both ways by telling the AUorney. Genera' that he would n01
support him and then telfing the media that he would.

The two outlets that have called here (., Ihis point) are Ihe NYT and AP in lillie Rock. I'll be here for a while if you need me
(office is 353~ and my cell Is 305 ). .

..........
Statement

'Tim Griffin i5 a talented and Experienced lawyer and prcseculor who has a deep commitment to public service, Tim is a ten-yeer
officer in the U.S. Army Reserve who se-"..,ed his country In Iraq and brought real experience as a federal prosecutor to the United
SIales AMorney's Office, as well a6 a commitment 10 work hard 10 proJect Arkansans from violent crime. Given Tim's strong
qualifications, the'Attorney General is disappointed that Senator Pryor would not support Tim's confirmation.

Additional backglGund:

o Mr Gnffin has significcmt experience as a federal pro~ecutor at both the Oer;artment of Justice and as-a military
plUseculor. A1 the time at his appointment as mlenmUnited States Anomey, he ~a5 serving ijS a f€deral prosecutor
in the Easlern Distnct of Arkansas..Also,-from 2001 to 2002. Mr. Griffin sef\'ed at the Department 0' JU51ice as

HJC 10829



I
I

Special Assistant to tha Assistant Allorney General tor the Criminal Division and as a Special Assistant U.S.
Attorney in the Eastern District of Arkansas in Linte Rock. In this capacity, Mr. Gnffin prosaculed a variety of federal
cases with an emphasis on firearm and drug cases and organized the Eastern Districl's Projecl Safe NeighborhoQds
(PSN) inrilatl"e, the Bush Administration's effort to raduce firearm-related violence by promoting close cooperation
between Stale and federal law enforcement. and served as the PSN coordlnetor.

o Prior to rejoining the Department in the fall of 2006, Mr. Griffin completed a year of active duty in the U.S. Army, and
is in his tenlh year as an officar in the U.S. Army Reserve, Judge Advocate Genaral's Corps (JAG), holding the ,ank
of Major. In September 2005, Mr. Griffin was mobilized to active duty to serve as an Army prosecutor at Fort
Campbell, Ky. At Fort Campbell, he prosecuted 40 criminal cases, inctudlng U.S. v. Mikel, which drew national
interest after Pvt. Mikel attempted to murder his platoon sergeant and firad upon his unn's earty morning formation.
Pvt. Mikel pleaded guilty to allempted murder and was sentenced to 25 years in prison.

o In May 2006, Tim was assigned to the 501 st Speciel Troops Battalion, 10; st Airborne Division and sent to serve in
Iraq. From May through August 2006,.he served as an Army JAG with the 101s1 Airborne Division in Mosul,lraq, as
a member of the 172d Stryker Brigade Combat Team Brigade Operational Law Team, for which he was awarded the
Combet Action Bedge and the Army Commendation Medal. .

o Mr. Griffin has vary strong academic credentials. He graduated cum laudfJ from Hendrix Col/age in Conway, Ark"
and received his law degree, cum /audfJ, from Tulane Law School. He alsoaltended greduate school at Pembroke
Coliage at OXford University. Mr. Griffin was raised In MagnoN., Ark., and resides in Little Rock wrih his wif.,
Elizabeth.
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from: Scott Jennings
t: 2/16/200711;05:00PM

Goodling, Monica;

'""c:
Bee:
Subject: RE: Statement

Htt this guy hard -

You cant have it one way in Washington and another way in Arkansas.

And what about something like; as Attorney General, I talk to a Jot of Democrats In Congress in good-ratth about a lot of
important issues. Now I know there's at least one who we can no longer deal with in good fatth.

_M __ .1.._ _.-···.·..··..··..··..· _ _ _.......•......_ _ ,_..~.-•...- •..~- _ ~ _, _---

From: Goodling, Monica [maitto:Monica.Goodling@usdoj.gov)
Sent: Friday. February 16, 20076:02 PM
To: sara Taylor; Scott Jennings
Subject: Statement

Sara/Scott - As wa discussed, in addttion to providing the below statement and bio Info, whenll! asked about the phone call
between the AG and Pryor, our spokesperson will state/confirm on background that the Attornay General pressad Senator Pryor
for an answer on whether he would suppon Tim if we nominated him and Pryor said that he would nol. WhenAf told that Pryor has
stated that he was open toTim's nomination, our spokesperson will dispute that and say that Senator Pryor made his opposition
to Tim clear to the Attorney General and that he can not have it both ways .bytellfng the Attorney General that he woukj not
support him and then telling the media that he would.

, two outlets that have called here (at this point) are the NYT and AP in Lillie Rock. 1"11 be hera for a while if you need me
,ce is 353· and my cell is 305·

..........
Statement:

''Tim Griffin is a lslented and experienced lawyer and prosecutor who has a deep commilment to public service. lim is a ten-year
offIcer in the U.S. Army Reserve who served his country in Iraq and brought real elCperience as a reders' prosecutor to the United
States Attorney's Office. as well as a commitment to work hard to protect Aocsnsans from violent crime. Given TIm's strong
qualifications, the Anorney General is disappointed that Senator Pryor would not suppon Tim's confirmation. We are pleased that
he is willing to serve as interin'1 United S~atesAnorney until a ccmdidate is nominated and confirmed. We will continue to work with
the Arkansas delegation to find a candidate for this' position.·

Additional background:

o Mr. Griffin has significant experience as a federal prosecutor at both the. Department of Justice and as a mjlitary
prosecutor; At the lime of his appointment as interim United States Attorney. he was serving as a federal prosecutor
in the Eas1ern District of Arkansas. Also, from 2001 to 2002. Mr. Griffin served at the Department of Justice as
Special A'5.sj~tant to the Assistant Attorney General for the Criminal Division and as a Special Assistant U.S.
Attorney'in the Esslern District of Arkansas in Litlle Rock. In thi~ capacity, Mr. Griffin prosecuted a variety of federal
cases with an emphasis on rifE-arm and drug cases and OIgani2ed the Ezs1ern District's Project Safe Neighborhoods
\FSN) Initiative. the Bush Administration's effort to reducefIT€arm·re!ated violence by promoting close cooperation
~efWeen Slale and federal law enforcement, and served as the PSN coordinator.

c Prior 10 rejoining the DSJ:artmenl in the !all of 2006. Mr. Griffin completed a yEar cf active duty in the' U.S Arr':'1y. ;lnd
is in his lfmthyt::aras an offICe, in the U S. Army ReSef\l6. judge Advocate General's Corps (JAG), holding Ire ',mk
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of Major. In September 2005, Mr. Griffin was moblfized to active duty to serve asan Army prosecutor at Fort
Campbell, Ky. At Fan Campbell, he prosecuted 40 criminal cases, including U.S. v. Mikel, which drew national
inlerest after Pvt. Mikel attempted to murder his platoon sergeant and firad upon his unit's earty morning formation.
Pvt. Mikel pleaded guilty to attempted murdar and was sentenced to 25 years in prison.

a In May 2006, Tim was assigned to the 501st Special Troops Battalion, I 01st Airborne Division and sent to serve in
Iraq. From May through August 2008, he served as an Army JAG with the 101st Airborne Division in Mosuf, Iraq, as
a member of the 172d Strykar Brigade Combat Team Brigade Oparational Law Team, for which he was awarded the
Combat Action Badge and tha Army Commendation Medal.

o Mr. Grimn has very strong academic credentials. He graduated cum Isude from Hendrix College in Conway, Ark.,
and received his law degree, cum laude, from Tulane Law School. He also attended graduate school at Pambroke
College at Oxford Univers~y. Mr. Griffin was raised in Magnofia, Ark.. and resides in Little Rockw~h his wife,
Elizabeth.
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From:
.t: 1/1/4501

Scott Jennlngs/O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMITTEEjOU=RNC/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=SJennings; 'Goodling, Monica'
••unlca.Goodllng@usdoj.gov;
Ce:
Bee:
SUbject: RE: Statement

We need to stop saying this. It may be true - but It reflects poorly on TIm.

From: Scott Jennings
Sent: friday, february 16, 2007 6:30PM·
To: Goodling, Monica; Sara Taylor
Subject: RE: Statement

Why dont we take out this line out of the s1atement: "We are pleased thet he Is wllftng to serve as inlBrlm United States Altomey
until a candldata Is norrinated and conlrmed. We wiH continue to war!< with tha Arf<ansas delegation to Hnd a candidate for this
posi1lon."

From: Goodling, Monica [mailto:Monlca.Goodllng@usdoj.gov)
Sent: friday, February 16, 20076:02 PM

. sara Taylor; Scott Jennings
'ject: Statement

Saral5eoll- As we discussed, In eddltion to providing lIIe below statement and blo Into, whanllf asked about the phone call
between the AG and Pryor, our spokesperson will stale/confirm on background that the Attomey General pressed Senator Pryor
for an answer on whether ha would support TIm Ifwe nominated him and Pryor said lIIat he would not. Whan~ftold that Pryor has
stated thai he wes open to TIm's nomination, our spokasperson will dispute Ihat and say that Senator Pryor mada his opposition
to TIm clear to Ihe Attomey General and that he can not have it both ways by telAng the Attorney General that he would not
support him and then tellng the media that he WOUld.

The two outiets lIIat have called here fat this point) are the NYT and AP In Utue Rock. 111 be here for a while" you need me
(olllee Is 353- and mY caa ill 305- \.

..........

Statemant

11m Grillln Is a talented and experienced lawyer and prosacutor who has a deep commitment to pubic service. TIm is a tan-year
officer in the U.S. Army Reserve who served his country in Iraq and brought real sxperience ae a federal prosecutor to the United
States Attorney's Office. as wsll as a commitment to war!< hard to protect Ar1<ansans Irom violent crime. Given TIm's strong
qualifications, the Attorney Generalis disappointed that Senator Pryor would not support TIm's confinnation.

Additional background:

a Mr. Griffin has significant experience as a fedaral proseculor at both the Department of Justice and as a military
prosecutor. At the tima of his appolntmant as interim United Stales Attorney, he was serving as a federal prosecutor
In the Eestem District of Ar1<ansas. Also, from 2001 to 2002, Mr. Griffin sarved at the Depertment of Justice as
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Special Assistant to the Assistant Attornay General for the Criminal Division and as a Special Assistant U.S.
Attorney In the" Eastern DIstrict of Ar1<ansas in UtUe Rock. In this capacity, Mr. Griffin prosecuted a variety of federal
cases with an emphasis on fireerm and drug cases and organized the Eastern Dislllcl's Project Sefe Neighborhoods
(PSN) Initiative, the Bush Administration's effort to reduce fireerm-releted violence by promoting close cooperation
between State and faderallaw enfoccement, and selVed as the PSN coordinator.

o Prior to rejoining the Departmenti,;"lhe fall 012006, Mr. Grillin completed a year ofactive duty in the U.S. Arrrrt, and
is in his tenth year as an officer In the U.S. Army ReselVe, Judge Advocate General's Corps (JAG), holding the rank
of Major. In Septernber 2005, Mr. Griffin was mobiUzed to active duty to selVe as an Army prosecutor at Fort
Campbell, Ky. N. Fort Campbell, he prosecuted 40 criminal cases, including U.S. v. Mikel, which drew national
interest atter Pvl. Mikel attempted to murder his platoon sergeant and fired upon his unit's eerty morning formation.
Pvt. Mikel pleaded guilty 10 attempted murder and Was sentenced to 25 yealS in prison•

.0 In May 2006, 11m waS assigned 10 the 501st Special Troops Bettallon, 101st AIrborne Division end sent to selVe in
Iraq. From May through August 2006, he selVed ae an Army JAG with the 101st Airborne Division in Mosul, Iraq, as
a member of the 172d SlIyker Brigade Combat Team Brigade Operational Law Teem, for which he was awarded the
Combat AclIon aadge and the Army Commendation Medal. .

o' Mr. Griffin has very strong academic credentials. He graduated cum laude trom Hendrix Coltege in Conway, Ark.,
and received his law degree, cum laude, ftom Tulane Law School. He also attanded graduat. school at Pembroke
College et Oxford University. Mr. Griffin was raised In Magno.a, Ark., and resides In UllIs Rock wilh hla wife,
Elizabeth.
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From: Oprison, ChristopherG.

Sent: Friday, March 02, 20076:51 AM

To: Sampson, Kyle; Hertling, Richard

Subject: fyi

You may have seen this already, but if not ... identifies Domenici and Wilson as the ones who
called Iglesias

* * * *
Sources: GOP lawmakers tried to influence federal investigation

By Marisa Taylor, McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON - Sen. Pete Domenici and Rep. Heather Wilson ofNew Mexico pressured the U.S.
attorney in their state to speed up indictments in a federal corruption investigation that involved at least
one former Democratic state senator, according to two people familiar with the contacts.

The alleged involvement of the two Republican lawmakers raises questions about possible violations of
House of Representatives and Senate ethics rules and could taint the criminal investigation into the
award of an $82 million courthouse contract. .

The two people with knowledge of the incident said Domenici and Wilson intervened in mid~October,

when Wilson was in a competitive re-election campaign that she won by 875 votes out of nearly
211,000 cast.

David Iglesias, who stepped down as U.S. attorney in New Mexico on Wednesday, told McClatchy
New~papers that he believed the Bush administration fired him Dec. 7 because he resisted the pressure
to rush an indictment.

According to the two individuals, Domenici and Wilson called to press Iglesias for details ofthe case.

Wilson was curt after Iglesias was "non"responsive" to her questions about whether an indictment would
be unsealed, said the two individuals, who asked not to be identified because they feared possible
political repercussions. Rumors had spread throughout the New Mexico legal community that an
indictment of at least one Democrat was sealed.

Domenici, who wasn't up for re-election, called about a week and ahalflater and was more persistent
than Wilson, the people said. When Iglesias said an indictment wouldn't be hanclcd down until at least
December, the line went dead.

So far no one has been charged.

Press aides for Domenici and Wilson wouldn't comment. Justice Department officials have denied
hearing of any such interference and said they didn't fire Iglesias over it.
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Iglesias said in an earlier interview that he regretted not reporting the contact to his superiors, and he
said he didn't have evidence that it led to his firing.

Some Democrats are questioning whether the two lawmakers .could be accused of ethics violations for
inappropriate contactwith an executive branch official.

Stanley Brand, a former federal prosecutor and former Democratic counsel to the House, said such
interference could be a violation.

"There's a general ethical principle that members should not unduly interfere in adjudicative proceedings
in front of courts or agencies," he. said; "This happens to be a criminal prosecution. There would seem to
be a special concern about reaching out to a U.S. attorney and asking about a pending. case.

"The House and Senate have not taken much notice of these things," he said. "But they don't usually rise
to this level." .

The allegations also could give defense attorneys in the corruption case in New Mexico legal
ammunition to attack an indictment, Brand said.

"Even if he (Iglesias) didn't submit himself to the pressure, if I'm a defense attorney, I'm going to scream
bloody murder and say it looks like he did," he said.

The allegations have fueled a weeks-long controversy over whether the Bush administration forced out
eight Republican-appointed U.S. attorneys because of partisan politics.

Justice Department officials have said that most of the firings were for "performance-related" issues and
denied partisan political motives.

On Thursday, House Judiciary Committee Chairman John Conyers, D-Mich., issued subpoenas to
require Iglesias and three other ousted U.S. attorneys to testifY before Congress.

The judiciary subcommittee on administrative law authorized the subpoenas by a 7-0 vote. The five
Republican members of the subcommittee didn't show up for the vote.

The subpoenas require Iglesias, and former U.S. attorneys Carol Lam of San Diego, H.E. "Bud"
Cummins of Little Rock, Ark., and John McKay of Seattle to appear before the subcommittee next
week.

"The former U.S. attorneys are alleging very serious charges against the administration and we need to
hear from them," Conyers said.

The Senate Judiciary Committee is sending letters to the same four asking them to testifY voluntarily on
Tuesday.

•"f

In the last several weeks, other U.S. attorneys have spoken out against the administration to dispute that
they were fired because of how they handled their jobs.

The administration has said that politics played a part only in the firing of Cummins. Officials said he
was removed to make way for Tim Griffin, a former aide to White House political operative Karl Rove.
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Associate Counsel to the President
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Perino, Dana M. .
Friday, March 02, 20076:03 PM
Roehrkasse, Brian
Fiddelke, Debbie S.;Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo,Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin,
Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony
RE: NM USA

I've said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I know here. WH
folks, if I'm wrong and tpis is true, please say so.

Brian, they should be assured it's not coming from our office.

-----OriginalMessage----­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: FJ:'iday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

--~--original Message----­
From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subject: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici's press secretary·who has taken a call from a
reporter who advised hirnthat the White House had signed off on the Departmentrs releasing
something about Senator Domenici's contacting DOJ about the u.s. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? . Is there a letcerfrom Domeniciabout Iglesias that
we have given to the press? If so/they would like a copy .

. 1

HJC 10839



From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Frallo, Tony
Friday, March 02, 20076:04 PM
Perino, Dana M.; Roehrkasse, Brian
Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Biain K.; Martin,
Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scoll M.
RE:NM USA

that would be news to me.

,-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Daria M.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:03 PM
To: I Roehrkasse, Brian'
Cc: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech t Christopher W.; Mamc; Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.;
Martin, 'Catherine; Kelley, William K. i Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M. i Fratto, Tony
Subject: RE: NM USA

1.1 ve said no such thing - that -is not coming from me nor anyone else, I know here. WH
folks, if 1 1 m wrong and this is true, please say so'.

Brian, t~ey should be assured itfs not coming from our office.

-----Original Message----­
From: Roenrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subj ect: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici's press secretary who has taken a call from a
reporter who advised him that the White House had signed off ,on the Department's releasing
something about Senator Domenici'g contacting DOJ about the U.S. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about Iglesias that
we have given to th~ press? If so, t~ey would like a copy.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

News to me

Fiddelke, Debbie S.
Friday, March 02,20076:05 PM
Perino, Dana M.;· Brian.Roehrkasse
Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley,
William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Holiaren, Sean
B.
Re: NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From: Pe~ino, Dana M.
To: 'Roehrkasse, Brian'
CC,: Fiddelke, Debbie S. i Frech, Christopher W. i Mama I Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.;
Martin, 'Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.j Fratto, Tony
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:02:36 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

I've said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I know here. WH
folks, if I'm wrong and this is true, please say so.

Brian, they should be assured it's not coming from our office~

-----.-Original. Message---..,­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From: scott~Finan, Nancy
To: ,Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subject: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici I s press secretary who has taken a c,all from a
reporter who advised him that the White House had signed off on the Department1s releasing
something about Senator Domenici1s contacting DOJ about the U.S'. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Dornenici about Iglesias that
we have given to the press? If so/ they would like a copy_

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Ditto here.

Snow, Tony
Friday, March 02, 20076:05 PM
Fratto, Tony; Perino, Dana M.;brian.roehrkasse
Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W.; Mama, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin,
Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Starizel, Scott M.
Re: NM USA

~----Original Message----­
From: Fratto, Tony
To: Perino, Dana M.; rRo~hrkasse, Brian'
cc: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W. j" Mamc, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier,. Blain K. i
Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.;Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.
Sent: Fri .Mar 0218:03:52 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

That would be news to me.

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, DanaM.
Sent: F,iday, March 02, 2007 6:03 PM
To: 'Roehrkasse, Brian'
Ceo: Fiddelke,. Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W.; Mamc, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.;
Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William, K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony
Subject: RE: NM USA

I've said
folks, if

no such thing - that is not
I'm wrong and, this is true,

, c

coming from me nor anyone el-se I know here.
please say so.

WH

Brian, they should be ass~red it 1 s not coming from our office.

-----Original Message----­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

-~-~-Original Message----­
From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling,_ Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subj ect: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici1s press secretary who has taken a call from a
reporter who advised him that the White House had signed off on the Department 1 s releasi~g

something .about Senator Domenici's contacting DOJ about the u.s. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about Iglesias that
we have: given to the press? If so, they would like a copy.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

-Perino, Dana M.
Friday, March 02, 2007 6:05 PM
Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Brian.Roehrkasse-
Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley,
William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Holiaren, Sean
B.
RE: NM USA

But not ju·st not "news U
-"- it's NOT happening ... correct?

-----Original Message~---­

From: Fiddelke, Debbie S.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:05 PM
To: Perino t Dana M. i 'Brian. Roehrkasse'
Cc: Frech, Christopher Wi; Mamo,' Jeanie S. ; Rethmeier, Blain -K. i Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, William K-.; S'now, Tony; Stanzeli Scott- M.; Fratto, ,Tony; Looney, Andrea B'.;
0.' HoI la·reo i Sean B.
Subject: Re: NM USA

News to me

-----Original Message-~--­

From: Perino I Dana M.
To: I Roehrkasse't Brian'
CC:Fiddelke·, Debbie S.; Frech. Christopher- W. i Mama, Jeani.e S.-;- Rethrneier; BlainK.;
Mart.in, Catherine; Kelley, William K~; Snow; Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:02:36 2007
Subject: RE: NM QSA

I've-said no such thing - that is nat coming from me nor anyone else I know here. WH
-folks, if I'm wrong and this is true, please say so.

Brian, they should be assuxed it's not coming from oUr office:.

-----Original Message'---..,­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

-----Original Message----..,
From: ,Scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Bertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subj ect: NM USA

I just received a,callfrom Senator Domenici's press secretary who has taken a call from a
reporter who advised him that the WhiteHouse had signed off on the Department's releasing
something about Senator Domenicits co~tacting DOJ about the U.S. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about Iglesias that
',>le hdve given to the press? If so, they would like a copy::'

1
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Kelley, William K.
Friday, March 02, 2007 6:07PM
Perino, Dana M.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Brian.Roehrkasse
Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Marlin, Catherine; Snow, Tony;
Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.; Fieiding, Fred F.
Re: NMUSA

Donlt know anything 'about it. Copying Fred.

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; IBrian.Roehrkasse
CC: Frech, ChristopherW.; Mamc, Jeanie. S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.j Martin, Catherine;
Kelley,- william K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B. j'

O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:05:13 2007
Subj ect: RE: NM USA

But not ju.st not "news":-:- it' s NOT happening. -; . correct?

~----Original Message~~--­

From: Fidde1kei Debbie S.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:05 PM
To: Perino, 'Dana· M.. ; 'Brian.Roehrkass.e-
Cc : Frech, Christopher- W.; Mama', Jeanie S'. ; Rethmeier t a.lain K.; Martin, Catherine i

Kelley, william K. i Snow" Tony; Stanzel, ,Scott M. i- Fratto, TonYi Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren, Sean B-.
Subject: Re: NM USA

News- to me

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, DanaM.
To: 'Roehrkasse, Brian'
cc:- F-iddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W. iMamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K;;
Martin, Catherinei Kelley, William K.;Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.i Fratto, Tony

. Sent ,. Fri Mar 02 18: 02: 36 2007
Subject: RE: NMUSA

I've said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I ~~ow here. WH
folks, if I'JTl wrong· and this .is true, please say·so.

Brian, they should be assured it's not coming from our office.

- - - - -Origin<;il Mes'sage - - - -­
From: Roehrkasse,Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw, NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From: scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monicaj Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59,01 2007
Subj ect: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenicils press secretary who has taken a call from a

1
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reporter who advised him that the White House ~ad signed off on ,the Department's releasing
something about Senator Domenici1s contacting DOJ about the U.S. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking aboUt? Is there a letter from Domenici about Iglesias that
we have given to the press-? If so, they would like a· copy.

2
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

SUbject:

Nothing on my end.

Rethmeier, Blain K.
Friday, March 02, 2007 6:09 PM
Kelley, William K.; Perino, Dana M.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Brian.Roehrkasse
Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, JeanieS.; Martin, Catherine; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.;
Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.; Fielding, Fred F.
RE:NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From, Kelley, William K.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:07 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; IBrian.Roehrkasse
Cc: Frech, Christopher. W.; Mama, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier I "Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Snow I

Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean E.; Fielding,
Fred F.
Subject: Re, NM USA

Don't know anything about it. Copying Fred.

----~Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To":. Fiddelke, Debbie S. i ' Brian. Roehrkasse
cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Mama, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherinej
Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.j Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andr~a B.;
Q'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:05:13 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

But not just not Ifnews"..;- it's NOT happening ... correct?

-----Original Message----­
From: Fiddelke, Debbie S.
Sent, Friday, March 02, 2007 6:05 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; 'Brian.Roehrkasse
Cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Mama, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.j Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Subject: Re: NM USA

News' to me

~----Original Message--~-­

From: Perino, Dana M.
To: 'Roehrkasse, Brian'
cc: Fiddelke, Debbie 5.; Frech, Christopher W.; Mama, Jeanie S.; _Rethmeier, Blain K.;
Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:02:36 2007
$ubject: RE: NM USA

lIve said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I know here. WH
folks, if I'm wrong and this is true, please say so.

Brian, they should be assured it's not corning from our office.

-----Original Message----­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.

1
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Subject: Fw: NM USA

-:-,-'--Original Message"'----­
From: Scott-Finan, Nancy"
To: Moschella, Williami -Goodling I Monica; Roehrkasse, Brianj Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subject: NM USA

I just received a call from senator Domenici's press secretary ~ho has taken a call from a
reporter who advised him that the White House had signed off on the Department's releasing
something about senator Domenici I s contacting DOJ about the U. S. Attorney in New Mexico,.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about Iglesias that
we have given to the ~ress? If SOl they would like a copy.'

2
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

SUbject:

Stanzel, Scott M.
Friday, March 02, 20076:11 PM
Fratto, Tony; Perino, Dana M.; brian.roehrkasse·
Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin,
C.atherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony
Re: NM USA

First lIve heard. of it.

----~Original Message----­
From: F~atto,Tony

To: Perino, Dana M.; I Roehrkasse, Brian'
'CC: Fiddelke, Debb;i.e S.; Frech, Christopher W.; Mamc, J~anie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.j
Martin, Ca.therine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; -Stanzel, Scott M.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:03:52 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

That would be news to me.

-----Original Message----­
"From: I;lerino I Dana M.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2b07 6:03 PM
To: 'Roehrkasse, Brian'
Cc: Fiddelke f Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W. i Mama f Jeanie S. i -Rethmeier, Blain K. i

Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.j Fratto, Tony
Subject: RE: NM USA .

I've said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I know here. WH
folks, if 1 1 m wrong and this is true, please say so.

Brian, they" should be assured it's not coming from our office.

~----Original Message--~-­

From: ~oehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

" -----Original Message----­
From: scott~Finanf Nancy
To: Moschella, Williamj Goodling, Monicai Roehrkasse, Brianj Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subj ect: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici's press secretary who has taken" a call from a
reporter who advised him that the White House had signed off on the Department's releasing
something about Senator Domenici's contacting DOJ about the u.s. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about Iglesias that
we have given to the press? If so, they would like a copy.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Not from OLA.

Fiddelke, Debbie S.
Friday, March 02, 20076:12 PM
Perino, Dana M.; Brian.Roehrkasse
Frech, Christopher W.: Mamo, Jeanie 5.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley,
William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Holiaren, Sean
B.
Re: NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; IBrian.Roehrkasse
CC: Frech, Christopher w.; Mamc, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, William K. i Snow, Tony i- Stanzel, Scott. M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B. i

O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:05:13 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

But not just not "news"-- it1s NOT happening ... correct~

-----Original Message----­
From: Fiddelke, Debbie S.
Sent: FridaYt Maret 02_, 2007 6 :.05 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; 'Brian.Roehrkasse
Cc:Frech, Christopher:W.j Mamc, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, williamK.j Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Subject: Re: NM USA

News to me

---,--Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: , Roehrkasse, Brian'
CC: Fiddelke, -Debbie S. i Frech, Christopher W. i Mama, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.;
Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, ScottM.; Fratto, Tony
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:02:36 2007
Subject: RE: NMUSA

I've said no such'thing - that is not coming from me ,nor anyone else I know here. WH
folks, if 1 1 m wrong and this is true, please say so.

Brian, they should be assured it's not coming from our office.

-----Original Message----­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent, Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino t Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From: scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling,Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subj ect: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici's press secretary who has taken a call from a
reporter who advised him that the White House had signed off on the Department's releasing
something about Senator Domenici's contacting DOJ about the U.S. Attorney in New Mexico.
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Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about Iglesias that
we have given to the press? If sa, they would like a copy_

2
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From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:

Subject:

Mamo, Jeanie S.
Friday, March 02, 20076:21 PM
Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Perino, Dana M.; Brian.Roehrkasse'
Frech, Christopher W.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony;
Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Re: NM USA

First I have heard of it ... r do have a press call from Albuquerque Journal .... Dana-what
are you saying? Refer to Justice?

----~Original Message----­
From: Fiddelke, Debbie S.
To: Perino/Dana M.; 'Brian.Roehrkasse
cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Mamc, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Mart·in, Catherine;
Kelley, William :K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.;Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren , Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:12:11 2007
Subject: Re: NM USA

Not from OLA.

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, ·Dana M.
To: Fidde~kel Debbie S.; 'Brian. Roehrkasse'
cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Mama, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K. i Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, Wiliiam K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M'.; -Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:05:13 2007
Subject: RE, NM USA

But -not just not Unews ll -- itls NOT happening ... correct?

-----Origirtal Message----­
From: Fiddelke,Debbie S.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6,05 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; 'Brian.Roehrkasse
Cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie 5.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Subject: Re: NM USA

News to me

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: I Roehrkasse, Brian'
CC; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W.i Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.;
Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony
Sent, Fri Mar 02 18:02:36 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

I've said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I know here.
[·:)11-;:8, it 1:'''-1 jjrong a.:ld this is true, please say so.

Brian, they should be- assured itJs not coming from our office.

-----Original Message----­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject, Fw: NM USA

WH

HJC 10851



-----Original Message----­
From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse , Brian; Hertling , Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subject: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici's press secretary who has taken a call from a
reporter who advised him that the WhiteHouse had signed off on the Department's releasing
something about Senator Domenici's contacting DOJ about the U.S. Attorney in· New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from bomenici about Iglesias that
we. have given to the press? If so, they would like a copy_

2
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Sent:

To:

Cc:

Page I of2

From: Perino, Dana M.

Friday, March 02, 2007 6:22 PM

Mamo, Jeanie S.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Srian.Roehrkasse

Frech, Christopher w.; Rethmeier, Slain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel,
Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; LooneY,Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.

Subject: RE: NM USA

Haven't been asked, but I'd decline to comment on whether anyone called the White House. As a matter of principle and
practice we do not discuss such matters.

----Original Message--­
From: Mamo, Jeanie S.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 20076:21 PM
To: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Perino, Dana M.; 'Srian.Roehrkass6
Cc: Frech, ChristopherW.; Rethmeier, Slain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.;
Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
SUbject: Re: NM USA

First I have heard of iL.l do have a press call from Albuquerque JournaL.Dana-what are you saying? Refer to Justice?

. -----Original Message--­
From: Fiddelke, Debbie S.
To: Perino, Dana M.; 'Brian.Roehrkasse
CC: Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier; Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony;
Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; LooneY, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:12:11 2007
Subject: Re: NM USA

Not from aLA.

----Original Message---­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; 'Brian.Roehrkass6_
CC: Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Biain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony;
Stanzei, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:05:132007
Subject: RE: NM USA

But not just not "news"-- it's NOT happening...correct?

----Original Message---­
From: Fiddelke, Debbie S.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:05 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; 'Brian.Roehrkasse
Cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony;
Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B,; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Subject: Re: NM USA 0}'

News to me

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: 'Roehrkasse, Brian'
CC: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher w.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William
K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony
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Page 2 of2

Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:02:362007
Subject: RE: NM USA

I've said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I know here. WH folks, if I'm wrong and this is true,
please say so.

Brian, they should be assured it's not coming from our office.

---Original Message----
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 20076:00 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.
Subject: Fw: NM USA

---Original Message--­
From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Moschella, William; Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subject: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domehici's press secretary who has taken a call from a reporter who advised him that
the White House had signed off on the Department's releasing something about Senator Domenici's contacting DOJ
about the U.S. Allorney in New Mexico. Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about
Iglesias that we have given to the press? If so, they would like a copy.

,<'
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From:
Sent:
To:
SUbject:

Fielding, Fred F.
Saturday, March 03, 2007 8:23 AM
Kelley, William K.
Re: USA - Post story

Whew! Could have been worse.
bid you. talk to reporters on this?
FFF

-----Original Message----­
From: Kelley, William K.
To: Perino, Dana M.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; '~rian.Roehrkasse

cc: Frech, christopher W.; Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine; Snow,
Tony; Stanzel, scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.; O'Hollaren, 'Sean S.; Fielding,
Fred F.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:06:49 2007
Subject:Re: NM USA

Don't know anything about it.. Copying Fred.

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; lBrian.RoehrkaS8E"
cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Mamc, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.; Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, William K.; Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, TonYi Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:05:13 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

But not just not IInewsll - - it! s NOT happening ... correct?

-----Original Mef3sage~----­

From: Fiddelke, Debbie S.
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:05 PM
To: Perino,. Dana M.i 'Brian.Roehrkasse
Cc: Frech~ christopher W.i Mama, Jeanie S.;Rethmeier, Blain K.i Martin, Catherine;
Kelley, William-K.i Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony; Looney, Andrea B.;
O'Hollaren-, Sean B.
SUbject: Re: NM USA

News to me

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: 'Roehrkasse, Brian l

CC: Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Frech, Christopher W. i Mamo, Jeanie S.; Rethmeier, Blain K.;
Martin, Catherine; Kelley, William K.i Snow, Tony; Stanzel, Scott M.; Fratto, Tony
Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:02:36 2007
Subject: RE: NM USA

I've said no such thing - that is not coming from me nor anyone else I know here. WH
folks, if I'm wrong and this is true, please say so.

Brian, they should be-assured it's not coming from our office.

~----Original Message----­
From: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Friday, March 02, 2007 6:00 PM'
~o: Perino, Dana M.

1
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Subject: Fw: NM USA

-----Original Message----­
From: scott-Finan, Nancy·
To:Moschella,Wi-lliamj Goodling, Monica; Roehrkasse, Brian; Hertling, Richard
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17:59:01 2007
Subject: NM USA

I just received a call from Senator Domenici's· press secretary who has taken a call from a
reporter who advised him that the White HOllse had signed off on the Department'sreleasing
something about Senator Domenici's contacting DOJ about the u.s. Attorney in New Mexico.
Do we know what he is talking about? Is there a letter from Domenici about IglesiaS that
we have given to the press? If so, they would like a copy.

2
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Froml
~nt:

).
J
scc:
Subject:

· -
Jonathan Felts
3/6/20079:57:22 AM

SCott Jennings /O=REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMIITEE/OU=RNC/CN=RECIPIEN1S/CN=SJennings;

FW: McClatthy • U.S. attorney worried 'gloves would come off' over criticism of ouster
!

You will get blamed for this.. ,

u,s. attorney worried 'gloves would come off' over critidsm of ouster

By Marlsa Taylor, McClatchy Newspapers

WASHINGTON _ A high-ranking Justice Department official told one of the U.S. attorneys tired by the Bush
administration that if any of them continued to criticize the administralion for their ouster!, previously undisclosed
details about the reasons they were tired might be releued, two of the ousted prosecutors told McClatchy Newspapers.

While the U.S. attorney who got the call regarded the tone of the conversation as congenial, not intimidatinlJ, the
prosecutor nonethelesl psssed the message on to five other tired U.S. attorneys. One of them interpreted the reported

'comments by Michael Elstoll, the chiefof staff to Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty, as a threat.

Justice Department officisls denied that the conversation with the U.S. attorney ever took place, and Elston said he
called several of the tired U.S. attorneys but never made any such comments. ,

"I had no conversation in which I discusaed with any U,S. attorney what they should or should not say to the media
'~ng their removal," E1.ston said.

.\ two prosecutors who described the call demanded anonymity because, they said, they didn't want to antagonize the
Justice Department further.

Justice Department spokesman Brian Roehrkasse criticized McClatchy for running the storY. "n is unfortunate that the
presl would choose to run an allegation from an anonymous source from a conversation that never took place," he said.

Six of the eight ousted U.S. attorneys have been subpoenled to testifY Tuesday before the House of Representativel.
Four will appear voluntarily before the Senate sfter a liberal public-interest group Monday aiked for the Senste ethics
committee to investigate Sen. Pete Domenici, R-N.M., for calling the U.S. attorney in New Mexico, who wu later
tired, during I corruption investigation of at leut one Democrat.

According to one of the tired U.S. attorneys, Elston made the comments during a telephone conversation after
Democrats began questioning whether the administration was attempting to purge more independent-minded
Republican appointees in order to replace them with more psrtisan candidatet.

According to the former U. S. attorney, Elston made a "pointed comment that indicated that somehow anyone who
talked might become more embarrassed if the story continued on."

""'e inference was that they were holding themselves back from mying more about why pe.:;'ple w""e fired _ that it was
likely the department was going to step up the defense of their actions," the tired prosecutor said. "It could have been
construed as friendly advice or a casual prediction. But I think it wss expected that everyone would be told about the
calL"

en conveying the message to the others, the prosecutor tried to make it clear that the meaning of the convenation
,lldn't be overdrsrnatized.
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But another fonner U.S. attorney, who wasn't a party to the Justice Department conversation, interpreted the comments
asa threat, especially since it came when congressional Democrats were contacting the attorneys about possibly
testifying before Congress.

, took 'it to mean that negative, personal infonnation would be released," the prosecutor said. "That if we made public
.Jmments or if we were to testify in Congress, that the gloves would come off and the Department ofJustice would
.make us regret that we were talki ng.". .

The controversy over the firings of the eight U.S. attorneys hascontinued for weeks, but it was reignited last week .
when U.S. Attorney David Iglesias told McClatchy Newspapers thlil he believed that two members ofCongress called
him in mid-october to pressure him to complete the investigation before the November elections. Iglesias, who stepped
down last week, added that he believed he was fired because he didn't speed up the clise.

Domenici, who originally had recommended Iglesias for the poS!, apologized for making the call in a statement
Sunday, but he said that he never pressured or threatened Iglesias about the case.

McClatchy Newspapers reported previously that Rep. Heather Wilson, R-N.M., also called Iglesias about the
investigation. The Washington Post reported in its online edition Monday that Wilson aclcnowledged contacting
Iglesias, but denied pressuring him.

Domenici also acknowledged in his statement that he asked the Justice Department to replace Iglesias, but he said that
he made the request before·he called about the corruption probe.

Justice Department officials confirmed that Domenici called Attorney General Alberto Gonzales in September 200S
and January and April of 2006.

During those calls, Domenici expressed general concerns about Iglesias' perfom{ance lind questioned whether he wu
"up to the job,· Roehrkasse said. During the first week ofOctober 2006, Domenici made a similar and "very briefcall"

')Ilt Iglesias to McNulty, the deputy attorney general. At no time in these calls did the senator mention the public
.....'ruption case, Roehrkasse said.

The left-leaning Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) asked the Senate Select Committee on
Ethica to investigate whether Domenici violated ethics law. Lawmakers are prohibited trom attempting to influence
Justice Department investigations. Members of the ethics committee released a statement saying they couldn't
comment on an ongoing matter.

Also on Monday, Michael Battle, the Justice Department official who oversees the U.S..attorney's offices, resigned. In
January, Battle sent an e-mail to all U.S. attorneys announcing that he'd be leaving and sent a more detailed e-mail to
his immediate staffin February with his departure date, a Justice Department official said.

On Dec. 7, Battle told most of the U.S. attorneys that they were to be fired. Fonner prosecutors said that Battle told
many of them he didn't know why they were fired, but the orders came from "on high."

(Margaret Talev contributed to this story.)

,1
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From:
.•t:

-j
8cc:
Subject:

Korinne Kubena
3/6/2007 11:01:58 AM

Scott Jennings /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMrrrEE/OU=RNC/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SJENNINGS;
Cliff Rosenberger /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMrrrEE/OU=RNC/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=CROSENBERGE ;

RE: Voter Fraud Summary...

l
I spoke with Rep. Smith's staff. They have the document and are reviewing so that Smith is prepped for the hearing.

I also sent to Chrla Frech In leg Affairs. I spoke with him, and he is reviewing the document

From: Scott Jennings
Sent: Tuesday. Mardi 06. 2007 10:15 AM
To: Korinne Kubena
Subject: FW: Voter Fraud Summary•••

From: Shawn Relnschmledt - Resean::h{Communlcatlons
Sent: Tuesday. Mardi 06. 2007 8:31 AM
TOI Scott Jennings
Subject! Voter Fraud Summary...

NEW MEXICO

Dead Man Registered To Vote In New Mexico, "A dead man has come back to life - at least on the Bernalillo county voting rolls.
'h the election just a week iNlBf. evidence is mounting that there Is aserious effort to cast fraudulent balloll. A voter regislratlon
JlIrived In the mall at the south vlMley home of Palltcla laven last week. The ca-d was addressed to herfather. 'My father had

I'..tsed on about two and a half years ago,' says laven. '(The canlshowed) asocial securiIy number thahvasn't my father's, a dalll
of birth that wasn1 my fathers:" (KRQE WebIlll, 'OsadM~ RealIlered To Vall AG*: hllpt""",.Icrquam)

Man "WorIdng ForGovernorRIcIIlnllOn" AtlImpta To Conlet WomIII'I AblllltM SaRot. 'An Albuquerque woman says
someone cane to her horne WednesdBf evening and IJfed to collect her absen1iee ballot. Thai's illegal, according to stale Bureau of
Elections director Denise Lamb. Juana Cogburn said in an interview lila! aman she did not know cane to her home. 'Someone
cane to 011' door a! supper time and tcld me that he was WOI1dng for Govemar RlcI1ardson: Cogburn slid. The man did not Identify
himself and she did not ask his nilTll, she said.' (Andy Landennm; "Wom~ Repor1I Balol RuM, \IIlib' Requnlld Her Abun_ Va_,"
A/buquwI/Ue Joumel, lll/'231Oot)

Vaw Not On Ult Slim.. Joking ACORN Employ..For Not Submltllng ReglstrltJon CanI. Ingrid Bober. who lives in North
Albuquerque Acres, slid she wailed In line for more than two hours Satilrday to cast aballot at an ellly voting site In Northeast
Albuquerque. She said she never voted becaJse election worI<ers slid shewasn1 on the list of reglsf8red voters. Bober slid a
campligl wor1ter registered her to vote a! Cottonwood Malin FeblUay. She now believes thai worker never turned in her ca-d,
possibly because she is a Republican. In fact, Bober said. the 'MJr1<er. who wore an ACORN butlDn- joked about Bober being a
Republican. (D~ McKay and Andy l ..donn~, 'County'. Elrly-l'aliing Pl.- 'SlIl1lllled' WltIl Valara, Cd..~eJoumli, 10119104)

ACORN Cardt Found During Starch Warrant By Gang Unit. 'Albuquerque police have turned over seven voter reglslraUon
fonns to Bernalillo County Clerk May Herrera after they were discovered inside an apa1ment targeted by asearch warrast The
fanns were discovered as officers frornJhe Albuquerque Police Depa1menl's Gang Unit executed asean:h "'<Ham ... Mason said
tilers was aperson althe apartment who reported geUing pad for having people fil out voter regisiraiion forma. .,. 'He said thai he
was contacted by aguy who worked for ACORN (Associallon of Conmunilles Organized for Refoon Now) and that's whers he got
the fonns from: [Detective Chris) Mason said.' (Andy l..denn~ .,d 0., McKay, 'PaIIae And Va. Reglltl1lon Fann.lltrl1g O1Jg So.."."
""uqu/JrljlJe Joumel, 10119104)

)RN Reglltratlon Fo"", Found In Apartment DurIng Drug Bult. "A sell'Ch of a northeast Albuquerque apa1menl as part of
adrug investigation led to the discovlllY of about adozen voter regislrallon roons. police said. The forms were filled out and had
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dates from late last month, Albuquerque police said. Aut/lOrities had not detennined the authenticity of the Ionns. The occupant of
the apment aCuban national, was arrested on drug charges. He told autholities he obtained the documents while WOf1Iing for the
Association of Communities Organized for Refonn Now or ACORN.' ,Albuquerque Pance Find Vat. RegistratiOn Farm. AI Albuquerque
Apll'1men~' The Aaaocind PrflU, 10116104)

publcan Registration Fonns Stolen From New VOWI Project OflIceln Bernalilo County, 'An activist WOI1<ing with the
,..it« Voters Project claims dozens of completed voter-registration forms were stolen during arecent burgl~ at the organization's
ofIice. Jcmes Moore told investigators that sometime during the night cI Sept 12 someone entered the olllce and stole between 100
and 200 foons, acconing III apolice report. Moore said most of the forms were Republican foRnS, but irs possible that Democratic
'and Green party forms may aso haVe been among those taken from the olllce.' ("A<:1MaI RaparU Thall 01 Vater Farm..' The Aaaocind
Prea. 9123104)

knallilo CoUnty crerlt HII3,OOO Quntlonabll Vow Registration Cards WIth Faulty Addressel, S1l1nltures And SocIal
Stcurity Numbers. "However, (Bernalillo County Clerk MllI'f) Herrera estimates she now has 3,000 voter re9sfratlon caus wt1h
some problem or another, which makes them invalid. 'We have amess here,' Herrera said. 'I'd rather say it now, so we have time to
straighten it out' .•. The stacks of voter registration cards include some with fawty addresses. or cards wt1h no address. Some have
bad signatures. And others have no SocIal Security numbers. One sta:k, about 400 cards deep, is simply undeUverable, she said,
returned by the U.s. Postal Slrvice: (Shea An.--, 'ClII1l:: VA'" Farma'A MIII,' A/IluqulNqw Tdllme,8/17104)

U.S. Attorney's OflIce And Bernalilo County ShIrlff"I DepIl1m8nt InvlItIllatlng Ponlble VotIr Fraud. (KRQE Nawl13 Report,
8/1l1104t .

Local News StatIon Covering Bernailio County Reported F1ndng "C1ur1y Bogul S1gnaturu" And Dupl«:* Reglltratlon..
'The nearly 30 people who sort through voter reglslrallons have uncovered dupllcaleregstrallons, many of them with clearly bogus
signatures. In other cases. some vo1BrS have reglstBred to votIl as many as foil" times In amatter ofweeks and some~ the cardl
claim addresses that do notexist.' ("ThouHnde Of Sutplcloul Volar R~.hlI01l1 Found In Bemllllo County,' KRQE Nawl 13 webaill,
yt«W krqI !XlID. 8/18104)

Many Peopl. SlId lb., Didn'tRev~ OflIciall Sly Numll'Oul Revstnllon D1tv.,Could B.To BIIIll.. '[County ClerK
M~) Herrera said members d her staff have called some of the people whose nanes appell' on suspicious forms. Some have said

Jidn't reglsler - raising the question of who il reglstellng them. an.dwhy. SheriIf DlII'eIl White hal asked. the U,S, AlIIlmey's
to investigate. Aspokesman for that oflIce decDned 10 comnent. Herrera, White and [GenJ StoW say the numerous votIlr-

I IstratIon '*lveI going on in New MexIco could be til bllIM. CrilIcs say some \JOups pay theirworkers for each vOllIr they register,
~ng them Incentive 10 file Improper fonns.' (Dan MaKer, "K1de Find Thom__ RegIIlInd To Vall In BemA County:~ JoumeI.
SfJO«J.4)

VotIr Revllratlon Canis Ult F.... AddrH.... lncludng Empty Lot, Shopping CentwAnd Parking Lot. (KRQE Nawl13 Report.
8/18104) .

"In On.lnstancl, AWoman R~11Ind In March With A Last NMlI Of Mllltal-P.... ln MIy, 511. Put Down P......
Mintas." (EcID1II. "PnlIle 11T8QUI.t1lei In Vo'" R.-aticln.· AIlc/qIIeIljw Joutrwi, 8IllIll4)

'In Anothwlnstance, On. Mill RIlIIItInId - And RII'IlIIItnd - Four Tim. In A SO-Day Period, AIthougll Non. Of lis Key
Infonnatlon Had Changed.· (Eclbill, "FrobIlmtlJllaitIM In Va'" RegiantIan: AiIlIJfIuenIu. Journal, 1lI!lI04)

Two Bernaillo County Tllnagll1- Aged 13 And 15 - RlCllved Vow Revltratlon CIrdIln MaiL 'Gen Slout was surprised
when his son's Drst voter-regIsIratIon card arived In the mall acouple ofW98ks ago. After .... his son il o~y 13. What's more, the
Postal SeIvice delivered two more voter cards to Stours Albuquerque residel1Cl- for a15-yell'-oId who lives across the street. The
puzzling cards iI'I ill example of the problems election workers iI'I facing this election as they deal with thousands of voter·
regislratlon forms that are being Died each week with the Bemalillo County CIerll's OfIIce.' (Dan MaKer, "Klde And Th......'- R~""'ed
To Vall In Bemello County: AI/llJqIHItIjW Joumal, 8120/004)

-/ Tge!llll"S !"Itllwlater Joined Uwtult To Requlrlld8lltiftClltfon Upon RlI'iJbtllrlllg. (H••lller Cln, "Albuqu«qu. "'on
. Jain. Va'" ~latatlonLaw..,ll," The Aaaocial8d Praa. 8.'25IQ.4)

-/ Flthw And Rlpl'8SIntatlYi ThomplOn SIIow Proof Of ACORH Fraudullllt Form. 'On Tuesday, StDutand (Rep. Joe
Thompson) stood outside ACORN's door at 411 Belllll1ah Ave. N.W. and bflll1ed the group for fauty voter registration

) cards. 'we have proof: Thompson declcred. Part of that proof, they say, includes acopy, produced by Thompson, of
, young Stllurs votBr registatlon fonn, turned In by Christina Gonzales, aformer ACORN employee.' (5"". Andoraen, 'More

GI.. On Vo'" S9l-Upe:~ TdllulM, 1lI25I04)
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uu......V", .aW 'a", ,,'u,"", M1UUIlWlllutlIlUIICll silla. f\UU100ueS noo not aetelll1lnea t/18 authenticity af the fanns. The occupant of .
the apa1ment aCuban national, was arrested on drug charges. He told authorities he obtained the documents while wOlking tor the
Association at Convnunities Organized for Retonn Now or ACORN.· CAlbuqu..que Pollee Find Vot.. Registration FonnlAIAlbuquerque
Apnenl' /he Assoc:iateel Preu, ltl116104}

pUblcan Registration Fonn. Stolen From New Vot... Project OffIce In BernaU110 County, 'An activist workingwith the
,..iJW Voters Prcject claims dozens of completed voter-registratlon forms were stolen during arecent burglcry at the arganizaUon's
otlice. Jcrnes Moore told investigators that sometime during the night ci Sept 12 someone entered the office and stole between 100
and 200 forms. according to apolice report. Moore said most of the fanns were Republican tonns, but it's possible thai Democratic
and Green party forms may aso haVe been among those laken from the office.· ("AcIMII Reporta Theft Of Vol« Forma,' /he Alloc:ifftd
!'reA, 9123104)

Bernalillo County ClerIt Hu 3.000 Qulltlonlblt Vow Registration Cards WitIl Faulty Address", S1l1nlltul'tlAnd SocIal
Security Numben. 'However, {Bernalillo County Oerk MaryJ Herrera es1lmates sIle now has 3,000 voter re\jslration cllds wi1h
some problem or another, which makes them invalid. We have amess here,' Herrera said. 'I'd rather say il now, so we have time to
straighten it out.' .•. The stacks at voter regislrallon Ca'ds include some with faulty addresses. Or cards with no address. Some have
bad signatures. And others have no Social Security numbers. One stack, abOut 400 cards deep, is simply undeUverable, she seid.
returned by the Us. Postal Service: (SlteaAn'*-, 'Cleric: Volor Forml'A .......• Nbuquetque TIt",.,., 8/17104)

U.S. Attorney't Offtce And Bernlilio County Sheriff't Dlplffment Invlltlglllnll Possible Votw Fl'lucL (KRQE N_13 Report,
8/111I04)

LoctI NtwI StII/on Cov.-tng Btrnlilio County ReportIcI Rnclng "ClIIlIy BogUt S1gnllturH" And Cupllea Reglllrll/on..
"The nearty 30 people who scrt through voter registrations have uncov8l8d duplicate .1raIlons, many ct them with cleaty bogus
signatures. In other cases. some voters have registered to voI8 as many as four times In amatIBr atweeks and some of the cards
dam addresses that donot exist.· ("ThouunellOfSUIjlidoue Vol« R~lflone Found In Bemelllo Counly; KRQE N.... 13 Webaitll,
www,krat oom, 8/16104) ,
MIny PlOple SlId TIley DIdn't RegittIr; OffIcillt Say Numerout Re;ltIrIIIon DrIyilt Could BI To Blaml. '[County Oerk
May) Herrera said members Ii her staffhave called some of the people whose names appear on suspicious tonns. Some have said

ydidn't register - raising the quesllon ofwho Is registering them and why. ShelilJ Darren While has asked the U.S. Atlomey's
;e to Investigate. A spokesman far thai olllce decUned to c;ayment.. Henn, WNCe and [Gen] Sto~ say the nllll8Rllll voter­

le§IstralIon m1ves golng on In New MexIco could be to bllll18. CriIIcs say some lJOUPS pay their wcrkers far each voter they register,
!iVlnglhern Incentive to file IlJllroper fanna.· (c.. MoK•• 'KlelI Find Them...~ To Vote In Ilemlllio County,' AI/JuqlJeII/ue.1cumft4
8I2Ml4.

Votlr RttlllrItIon Card. Ult Falli Adclr".... ,ncluclng Empty Lot, Shopping Clnt. And Prilnll Lot. (KRQE N_13 Repcrt,
8/1ll1lJ.4)

"In On.'nstlncl, A Wornln ReglttIrId In Mfth With A lilt NIII1I Of M.ItIt-P.... ,n May. Shl Put Down P....
MIIItaI." (Edlbill, 'Frobe 1~~llM In Volor RegIA"ltkIn,' AI1Juquerqw JoumaI, 8IlW4)

"In Anoth.'nstlnct, Onl Man RlIlIIstered - And Rereglstwed - Folll' TIm" In A SII-Day P.-tod, Although NonlOf HIt Key
Infonnatlon Hid Changed." (Edlbill, 'Probe lrre~sritIee In Volor ReglaIrlflon; A/bUqlIetr/ue.kNxn.,~)

TWIll BernIMIIo County Telnlg'" - Agld 13 And 15 - RaylCl Vo. ReglllrllJon Cards In MilL 'Gan SlIlut was surprised
when his son's lIrst voter-reglstrallon card anlved in the mail acoupleofweeksago.AfIel all, his son Is o~y 13. What's more, the .
Postal 8ervice delivered two f1'OlI voter cards III SlDut's Albuquerque residence - far a 15-year-ofd who lives across theslreet The
puZ2llng cards n an example of the problems eledlon wcrkers are racing this election as they deal with thousands ci voter­
regislrallon tonns thai are being filed eacll week with the Bernalillo County Clef1(s 0IIIce.' (0.. lAcK., 'Klell Find Them..,.,.. Reglellred
To Vole In Bemllllio County; AI/luqIJ«!lUe JoUln_, 8I2Ml4)

./ Tlltfl.g.... Father L.tIII' JoIned Uwluit To Requi"'ld.llillc~on Upon Registering. (H••Ih.. Cln, ·Albuqu«qu. M..
JON Vow ReFalIon lawaull.· /he A..odl1bld !'reA. 8125104)

" Fadl. And RIpI'8I'~ Thompson Show Proof Of ACORN Fraudulent Fonn. 'On Tuesday, Stout and [Rep. Joe
Thlmpson] stood outside ACORN's door al411 Bellamah Ave. N.W. and blamed the group ror fcQty voter registratlon

) cards. 'we have proof,' Thompson declared. Part ci that proci, they say, includes acopy, produced by Thompson, of
. young Stouts voter regislratlon ronn, turned in by Christina Gonzales, arormer ACORN employee.' (SIlee And.-sen. 'MarI

GIn On Volor SIQn-Upe; N!luqulll/W Tdbune, 8fl!5I04)
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ACORN Lead.. Plead' The Fifth In Court. "Matthew Henderson, of the Association of Convnunilies Organized for Refoon Now.
or ACORN, did nol answer- under his lawyer's advice- when asked about ACORN's handling of voter registration fams.· (Andy
Lenderman, 'Fight O\ltl' Voter 10 Hull Up" AJbuquSll1ue Joumel, 9/19104)

Ident Fired From Anotll.. Registration Group For Signing Up Too Many Republican.. "Former employee Joshua Pe"" a
)ublican college student at New Mexico State Universlly, said he was fired from Moving America Forward because he was

registering 100 many voters of the wrong party. 'They said I was registering too many Republicans,' Pena said..... We (the gro~)

were pushing tor the Democratic vote,'" (Andy Lenderman, 'Fighl Over Voter 10 Hula Up" AlbuquSll1ue Joumll/, 9/19104)

)

)
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From:
Sent:
To:

Co:
Subject:

Kelley, William K.
Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11 :07 AM
Looney, Andrea B.; Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Oprison, Christopher G.; Perino,
Dana M.; O'Hollaren, Sean B..
Frech, Christopher W.
Re: US ally hearing

In the press this morning, DOJ issued a flat denial that Elston ever said anything that
could be ~onstrued as Cummins says.

-----Original Message----­
cram: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, CandidaP.; Fiddelke, Debbie So; Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher Go;
Perino, Dana Moi O'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 11:04:57 2007
Subject: Re: OS atty hearing

Cummins just asserted that Ellston at DOJ called him 2/20 ,and made what could be construed
as a threat to release further negative info about why the US attys were flred if the us
attys gave more info to Congress and helped the controversy brew. Cummins shared summary
of that call from Ellston via email with all US attys. The email is going to be
distributed shortly to all senators. All U S attys then told Schumer they felt this was a
I;hreat.

-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea 8.
~o: Wolff, Candida P.: Fiddelke, Debbie S.: ~elley, William K.: Gprison, Christopher Go;
Perino, Dana M.: O'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC: Frech, Christopher W. .
Sent: Tue Mar 06 10:54:45 2007
Subj ect: Re: 'US atty hearing

Iglesisas just said Oomenici called and asked if public reports of corruption
investigation were true. Iglesisas said ,yes. Domenici asked if they would be filed
before Nov. Iglesias said no,. oomenici hung up. Iglesias said he felt sick and
pressured. Heather Wilson called and asked -if he would -disclose. sealed indictments,
Iglesias said no. She responded "well, I guess I have to take your ·word."

-----Original Message----­
rrom: Looney, Andrea B.
To: ~olff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Cebbie 3.; Kelley, William R.; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Perino, Dana M.
CC: Frech, r':hrist,)pher W.
3ent: Tue Mar 06 10:35:12 2007
Subj ect: fJS -3.tty hearin i1

SenKyl just announ·.:::ed that he will ~0t l.et bill ~ass by rJC without Jettinq t::he
'::pport;.lnity to cffS!r 3n .3.mendrnent to take -:Jut the district ·.:t authority. :--:ertling tr.ought
he had ~otten him t~ oack off, but dppears not. Specter, Kyl, Schumer, t~inst2in, Cardin
dnd Whit:i.'!house are attendee3 thus far. :2pectE!L' seems most concerned about allegation·s of
poli tical pressure ment ioning Domenici -3.nj the Sal t i'ftore case from NY times ':oday. Wi 11
keep you posted of other developrnent3 as they happen.

HJC 11771



From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Oprison, Christopher G.
Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11:12 AM
Kelley, William K.; Fielding, Fred F.; Scudder, Michael Y.
RE: US atty hearing

From McClatchy this morning:

.IfJustice Department officials denied that the conversation with the u.s. attorney ever
took place, and Elston said he called several of the fired u.s. attorneys but nev~r made
any such comments. II

- - -'- -Original Message- - - --
From: Scalinos, Tasia [mailto:Tasia.Scolinos@usdoj.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11:06 ,AM
To:" Perino, Dana M.; Kelley, William K.; Looney, Andrea s.; Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke,
Debbie S.; Oprison, Christopher G.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.; Martin, Catherine
Cc: Frech, Christopher W.; Roehrkasse, Brian
Subject: RE: US atty hearing ,

Very bad. We are clearing a strongly worded statem~nt now to get out as .soon as we can.

----cOriginal Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
Sent: Tuesday, March 06, 2007 11:05 AM
To: Kelley, William K.; "Looney, Andrea B.; Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.;
Oprison, Christopher G.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.; Seo1in08, Tasia; Martin, Catherine
Cc: Frech, Christopher W.
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

I could try. What about this bud cummins email? This is bad.

-----Original Message----­
From: Kelley, William K.
To: 'Perino, Dana M.; Looney, Andrea B.; Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Oprison,
Christopher G.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.; 'tasia.scolinos@Usdoj.gov'j Martin, Catherine
CC: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 11:02:01 2007
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

Can we just say that we'll leave it to 'Congress to examine those questions?

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Looney, Andrea H.; Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, William K.;
Oprisoo , Christopher G.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.;'tasia.scolinoB@usdoj.gov'; Martin,
Catherine
cc: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent, Tue Mar 06 10:57:54 2007
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

How do I answer whether we think it was inappropriate -for lawmakers to call us attys?

-~---Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Perino, Dana M.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 10,54:45 2007
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subject: Re: us atty hearing

Iglesisas just said Domenici called and asked if public reports of corruption
investigation were true. Iglesisas said yes. Domenici asked if they would be filed
before Nov. Iglesias said no. Domenici hung up.
Iglesias said he felt sick and pressured. Heather Wilson called and asked if he would
disclose sealed indictments, Iglesias said no. She responded "well, I guess I have.to
take your· word. II

-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Perino, Dana·M.
CC: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 10:35:12 2007
Subject: US atty hearing

Sen Kyl just announced that he will not let bill pass by UC without getting the
opportunity to offer an amendment to take out the district ct authority. Hertling thought
he had gotten him to back off, but appears not. Specter, Kyl, Schumer, Feinstein, Cardin
and Whitehouse are attendees thus far. Specter seems most concerned about allegations of
political pressure mentioning Domenici and the Baltimore case from NY times today. Will
keep you posted of other developments as they happen.

,:-'

2
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From:
Sent:
To:

Subject:

Frech, Christopher W.
Tuesday, March 06; 2007 2:57 PM
Looney, Andrea B.; Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie 5.; Kelley, William K.; Oprison,
ChristopherG.; Perino, Dana M.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Re: US atty hearing

Conyers line of questioning focusing on who was in~olved in DOJ in reviewing and putting
together list of USAs to be removed.

Also focusing on contact and input from WH on such a list?

. ~----Original Mes8age~---­

From: Frech, Christopher W.
To: Looney, Andrea B.; Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, William K.;
oprison, Christopher G.; Perino, Dana M.j Q'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 14:27:28 2007
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

Prior to Wills testimony, all 6 USAs waived limited privacy rights so Will can be asked
about specifics in their performance.

-~--~Original Message----­
From: Frech, Christopher W.
To: Looney, Andrea Bo; Wolff, Candida P.i Fiddel~e, Debbie So; Kelley, William .K.;
Oprison, Christopher Go; Perino, Dana M.i O'Hollaren,. Sean B.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 13:50:31 2007
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

Will our DOJ witness will go first in the House Hearing. House Rs will attempt to build
off experience this am in Senate.

-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff,.,'Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S. i Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Perino, Dana M.; O'Hollaren" Sean B.
cc.: .Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 13:13:07 2007
subject: Re: US atty hearing

Sen specter got the following out of Cummins via questioning at the end of the hearing,
which is now over:

He did not think Ellston intended to obstruct justice or stop him from testifying. It
could be characterized as friendly advice. Ellston was suggesting that if you keep
talking to the press then DO J will have to explain its actions more fUlly which could be
harmful to you.

-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, -William K.; Oprison,. Christopher G. i
Perino, Dana M.j Q'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC: Frech, Christopher w.
Sent: ·Tue Mar 06 13:09:35 2007
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

Sen Whitehouse just suggested that the Ellston call. should be investigated as possible
obstruction of justice because the allegations involve threats in retaliation against
potential subpoenaed testimony. We are breaking til 12:15. Sessions has questions and
Schumer has a 2nd round.

1
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-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, Candida Po; Fiddelke, Debbie So; Kelley, William. Ko; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Perino, Dana M.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 11:47:38 2007
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

Feingold just asked who Iglesias thought Battle was referring to by "on high" and Iglesias
sa-id "either WH counselor the AG"

-----Original MeSsage----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie So; Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Perino, Dana M.i O'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 11:36:07 2007
Subject: Re: US atty hearing

Iglesias asked Battle why he was being terminated. Battle said on 12-7 "I don't know Dave
and I don't want. to know. This came from on high. II

-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher Go;
Perino, Dana M.i O'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC:Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 11:04:57 2007
Subject: Re: USatty hearing

cummins just asserted that Ellston at DOJ called him 2/20 and made what could be construed
as a threat to release further negative info about why the US attys were fired if the us
attys gave more info to Congre~s and helped'the controversy brew. Cummins shared summary
of that call from Ellston via email with all US attys. The email is going to be
distributed shortly to all Senators. All U S attys then told Schumer they felt this was a
threat.

-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, William K.; Oprison, Christopher Go;
Perino, Dana Moi Q'Hollaren, Sean B.
cc: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: Tue Mar 06 10:54:45 2007
SUbject: Re: US atty hearing

Igl;'sisas just s·aid Domenici called and asked if public reports of corruption
investigation were true. Iglesisas said yes. Domenici asked if they would be filed
before Nov. Iglesias said no. Domenici hung up. Iglesias said he felt sick and
pressured. Heather Wilson called and asked if he would disclose sealed indictments,
Iglesias said no. She responded "well, I guess I have to take your wo:rd."

~----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Wolff, Candida P.; Fiddelke, Debbie S.; Kelley, William K.j Oprison, Christopher G.j
Perino, Dana M.
CC: Frech, Christopher W.
Sent: TUe Mar 06 10:35:12 2007
Subject; US atty hearing

Sen Kyl just announced that· he will not let bill pass by UC without getting the
opportunity to offer an amendment to take out the district ct authority. Hertling thought
he had gotten him to back off, but appears not. specter, Kyl, Schumer, Feinstein, Cardin
and Whitehouse are attendees thus far. Specter seems most concerned about allegations of
political pressure mentioning Domenici and the Baltimore case from NY times- today. Will
keep you posted of other developments as they happen.

2
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FW: Durbin/Schumer/ReidiMurray letter Page I of I

From: Sampson, Kyle [Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]

Sent: Monday, February 26, 20079:49 AM

To: Kelley, William K.

Cc: Oprison, Christopher G.

Subject: FW: Durbin/Schumer/Reid/Murray letter

Attachments: Durbin letter re cummins-griffin final.pdf; Schumer letter re ciJmmins-griffin final.pdf; Reid letter
re cummins-griffin final.pdf; Murray letter re cummins-griffin final.pdf

fyi

From: Hertllng, Richard

Sent: Monday, February 26~ 2007 9:24 AM

To: Sampson, Kyle; Goodling, Monicaj Scolinos, Tasia; Scott~Finan, Nancy; Nowacki, John (USAEO); Elston, Michael (ODAG)j Moschella, William

Subject: FW: Durbln/Schumer/ReidjMurray letter

These letters were faxed to the senators' offices on Friday evening. We called this morning to confirm receipt.

From: Cabral, Catalina

Sent: Friday, February 23, 2007 7:43 PM

To: Hertllng, Richard

Subject: Durbln/Schumer/Reld/Murray letter

All four faxes went through, I'll call Monday morning to confirm

«Durbin letter re cummins-griffin final. pdf» «Schumer letter re cummins-griffin final. pdf» «Reid letter re
cummins-griffin final.pdf» «Murray letter re cummins-griffin final. pdf»

Catalina Cabral
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Office of Legislative Affairs

(202) 514-
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Office .of the Assistant Anomey General

The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510 .

Dear Senator Durbin:

u.s. Department of Ju&tice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Wllshin~ron. D.C. 20530

February 23, 2007

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007.
An identical response has been sent to the other signatories ofthat letter.

As an initial matter, the Department agrees with the principle you set forth in your
letter that "[0]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other public
servants, must be above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to enforce the
rule of law without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by Presidents of
both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does not undennine
that principle..Your letter, however, contains assllmptions and assertions that are simply
erroneous.

First, your letter truncates the actual quote ofthe Attorney General's testimony at
the Judiciary Committee hearing on January 18,2007, and consequently, .
mischaracterizes the statement. In fuji, the Attorney General stated: "I think 1would
never, ever make a change in a United States attorney for politicalreasons or ifi! would
in any wayjeopardize an ongoing serious investigation. I just would not do it" (emphasis
added). The Department of Justice rejects any suggestion that U.S. Attorneys were asked
or encouraged to resign for the inappropriate "political reason" of interfering with any
public corruption case or retaliating against a U.S. Attorney who oversaw such a case.

Second, your letter mischaracterizes the testimony of the Deputy Attorney
General given at the hearing held on February 6, 2007. The Deputy Attorney General
simply stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins to resign
so that Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney is not an inappropriate "political reason." This is so, the Deputy
Attorney General testified, t>ecause, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very well-qualified to seC';e
as U.S. Attorney, and Mr. Ciunmins "may have already been thinking about leaving at
some point anyway." .
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The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
Page Two

Indeed, at the time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December
2006 he had far more federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division and in the
U.S. Attorney's office) than Mr. Cummins did at the time he was appointed U.S.
Attorney in January 2002. Mr. Cummins himselfcredits Mr. Griffm with the
establishment of that office's successful gun-crime prosecution initiative. And Mr.
Griffin has substantial military prosecution experience that Mr. Cummins does not have.
Those who know Mr. Griffin must concede that he brings a style ofleadership and level
of energy that could only enhance the success of a U.S. Attorney's office. Moreover, it
was well-known, as early as December 2004, that Mr. Cwnmins intended to leave the
office and seek employment in the private sector. See "The Insider Dec. 30," Ark. Times
(Dec. 30, 2004) ("Cummins, 45, said that, with four children to put through college
someday, he'll likely begin exploring career options. It wouldn't be 'shocking,' he said,
for there to be a change in his office before the end of Bush's second term."). Finally, the
Deputy Attorney General did nol stale or imply that Mr. Griffm would be appointed as

.the U.S. Attorney without Senate confirmation. Such a statement would be inconsistent
with the Department's stated position that we are committed to having a Senate­
confirmed U.S. Attorney in all 94 federal districts.

Third, the Department does not consider the replacement of one Republican U.S.
Attorney by another Republican lawyer who is well-qualified and has extensive
experience as a prosecutor and strong ties to the district to be a change made for "political
reasons." Mr. Cummins was confirmed to serve a four-year term, which expired on
January 9,2006. He served his entire term, plus an additional year. United States
Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President; that has always been the rule, and U.S.
Attorneys accept their appointment with that understanding.

In answer to your specific questions:

• Although the decision to have.Mr. Griffin replace Mr. Cummins was first
contemplated in the spring or summer of 2006, the final decision to appoint Mr.
Griffin to be interim U.S. A\torney in the Eastern District of Arkansas was made
on or about December 15,2006, after the Attorney General had spoken with
Senator Pryor.

• The Department of Justice is not aware of anyone lobbying for Mr. Griffin's
appointment. Consistent with longstanding Administration practice, the decision
regarding whether Mr. Griffin (who then was on active military duty) might be
considered for appointment as U.S. Attorney upon his return from Iraq was
discussed and made jointly by the Department of Justice and the White House.

HJC 11778



The Honorable Richard J. Durbin
Page Three

• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cummins's continued service as
U.S. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their perfonnance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position."

• The Department is not aware ofKarl Rove playing any role in the decision to
appoint Mr. Griffin.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Arlen Specter

----_..._,-,~""'-------~----_._----------------------_.-----------
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Office of the Assistant Attorney Geneml

The Honorable Charles E. Schwner
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Schumer.

Washington,' D.C. 20530

February 23, 2007

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007.
An identical response has been sent to the other signatories of that letter.

As an initial matter, the Department agrees with the principle you set forth in your
letter that "[o]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other public
servants, must be above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen· to enforce the
rule oflaw without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by Presidents of
both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does not undermine
that principle. Your letter, however, contains asswnptions and assertions that are simply
erroneous.

First, your letter truncates the actual quote of the Attorney General's testimony at
the Judiciary Committee hearing on January 18, 2007, and consequently,
mischaracterizes the statement. In full, the Attorney General stated: "I think I would
never, ever make a change in a United States attorney for political reasons or ifit would
in any wayjeopardize an ongoing serious investigation. I just would not do if' (emphasis
added). The Department ofJustice rejects any suggestion that U.S. Attorneys. were asked
or encouraged to resign for the inappropriate "political reason" ofinterferingwith any
public corruption case or retaliating against a U.S. Attorney who oversaw such.a case.

Second, your letter mischaracterizes the testimony of the Deputy Attorney
General given at the hearing held on February 6,2007. The Deputy Attorney General
simply stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cwnrnins to resign
so that Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney is not an inappropriate "political reason." This is so, the Deputy
Attorney General testified, because, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very well-qualified to serVe
as U.S. Attorney, and Mr. CUillmins "may have already been thinking about leaving at
some point anyway."
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Indeed, at the time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December
2006 he had far more federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division and in the
U.S. Attorney's office) than Mr. Cummins did at the time he was appointed U.S.
Attorney in January 2002. Mr. Cummins himselfcredits Mr. Griffm with the
establishment of that office's successful gun-crime prosecution initiative. And Mr.

. Griffin has substantial military prosecution experience that Mr. Cummins does not have.
Those who know Mr. Griffin must concede that he brings a style of leadership and level
of energy that could only enhance the success ofa U.S. Attorney's office. Moreover, it
was well-known, as early as December 2004, that Mr. Cummins intended to leave the
office and seek employment in the private sector. See ''The Insider Dec. 30," Ark. Times
(Dec. 30,2004) ("Cummins, 45, said that, with four children to put through college
someday, he'll likely begin exploring career options. It wouldn't be 'shocking,' he said,
for there to be a change in his office before the end of Bush's second term."). Finally, the
Deputy Attorney General did not state or imply that Mr. Griffin would be appointed as
the U.S. Attorney without Senate confirmation. Such a statement would be inconsistent
with the Department's stated position that we are committed to having a Senate­
confirmed U.S. Attorney in all 94 federal districts.

Third, the Department does not consider the replacement ofone Republican U.S.
Attorney by another Republican lawyer who is well-qualified and has extensive
experience as a prosecutor and strong ties to the district to be a change made for ''political
reasons." Mr. Cummins was confirmed to serve a four-year term, which expired on
January 9, 2006. He served his entire term, plus an additional year. United States
Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President; that has always been the rule, and U.S.
Attorneys accept their appointment with that understanding.

In answer to your specific questions:

• Although thedecision to have Mr. Griffin replace Mr. Cummins was first
contemplated in the spring or summer of2006, the final decision to appoint Mr.

. Griffin to be interim U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District ofArkansas was made
on or about December 15, 2006, after the Attorney General had spoken with
Senator Pryor.

• The Department of Justice is notaware ofanyone lobbying for Mr. Griffin's
appointment. Consistent with longstanding Administration practice, the decision
regarding whether Mr. Griffin (who then was on active military duty) might be
considered for appointment as U.S. Attorney upon his return from Iraq was
discussed and made jointly by the Department ofJustice and the White House.
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• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cummins's continued service as
U.S. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their performance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the .
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position."

• The Department is not aware ofKarl Rove playing any role in the decision to
appoint Mr. Griffin.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc:. .The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Arlen Specter
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Office of (he A~sistant AtfOmey General

The Honorable Harry Reid
Majority Leader
United States Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Reid:

u.s. Department of .Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

Wd.5hin,lfwn. D.C. 20530

February 23, 2007

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007.
An identical response has been sent to the other signatories of that letter.

As an initial matter, the Department agrees with the principle you set forth in your
letter that "[0]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other public
servants, must b.e.above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to enforce the
rule of law without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by Presidents of
both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does not undennine
that principle. Your letter, however, contains assumptions and assertions that are simply
erroneous.

First, your letter truncates the actual quote of the Attorney General's testimony at
the judiciary Committee hearing on January 18,2007, and consequently,
mischaracterizes the statement. In full, the Attorney General stated: "I think I would·
never, ever make a change in a United States attorney for political reasons or ifit would
in (my wayjeopardize an ongoing serious investigation. I just would not do if' (emphasis
added). The Department ofJustice rejects any suggestion that U.S. Attorneys were asked
or encouraged to resign for the inappropriate "political reason" of interfering with any
public corruption case or retaliating against a U.S. Attol't\ey who oversaw such a case.

Second, your letter mischaracterizes the testimony of the Deputy Attorney
General given at the hearing held on February 6, 2007. The Deputy Attorney General
simply stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins to resign
so that Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney is not an inappropriate "political reason." This is so, the Deputy
Attorney General testified, because, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very weB-qualified to serve
as U.S. Attorney, and Mr. Cummins "may have already been thinking about leaving at
some point anyway."

---------,,'>..-._.__.... ---
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Indeed, at the time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December
2006 he had far more federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division and in the
U.S. Attorney's office) than Mr. Cummins did at the time he was appointed U.S.
Attorney in January 2002. Mr. Cummins himselfcredits Mr. Griffin with the
establishment ofthat office's successful gun-crime prosecution initiative. And Mr.
Griffin has substantial military prosecution experience that Mr. Cummins does not have.
Those who know Mr. Griffin must concede that he brings a style ofleadership and level
of energy that could only enhance the success ofa U.S. Attorney's office. Moreover, it
was well-known, as early as December 2004, that Mr. Cummins intended to leave the
office and seek employment in the private sector. See "The Insider Dec. 30," Ark. Times
(Dec. 30,2004) ("Cummins, 45, said that, with four children to put through college
someday, he'll likely begin exploring career options. It wouldn't be 'shocking,' he said,
for there to be a change in his office before the end of Bush's second term."). Finally, the
Deputy Attorney General did not state or imply that Mr. Griffin would be appointed as
the U.S. Attorney without Senate confirmation. Such a statement would be inconsistent
with the Department's stated position that we are committed to having a Senate­
confirmed U.S. Attorney in all 94 federal districts.

Third, the Department does not consider the replacement of one Republican U.S.
Attorney by another Republican lawyer who is well-qualified and has extensive
experience as a prosecutor and strong ties to the district to be a change made for "political
reasons." Mr. Cummins was confirmed to serve a four-year term,. which expired on
January 9, 2006. He served his entire term, plus an additional year. United States
Attorneys serve at the pleasure ofthe President; that has always been the rule, and U.S.
Attorneys accept their appointment with that understanding.

In answer to your specific questions:

• Although the decision to have Mr. Griffin replace Mr. Cummins was first
contemplated in the spring or summer of 2006, the final decision to appoint Mr.
Griffin to be interim U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District ofArkansas was made
on or about December 15, 2006, after the Attorney General had spoken with
Senator Pryor.

• The Department of Justice is not aware of anyone lobbying for Mr. Griffin's
appointment. Consistent with longstanding Administration practice, the decision
regarding whether Mr. Griffin (who then was on active military duty) might be
considered for appointment as U.S. Attorney upon his return from Iraq was
discussed and made jointly by the Department of Justice and the White House.
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• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cummins's continued service as
U.S. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their performance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position." .

• The Department is not aware ofKarl Rove playing any role in the decision to
appoint Mr. Griffin.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Hertling
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Arlen Specter
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Office of the Assi~taI11 Attorney General

u.s. Department of Justice

Office of Legislative Affairs

February 23, 2007

The Honorable Patty Murray
United Siates Senate
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murray:

This is in response to your letter to the Attorney General dated February 8, 2007.
An identical response has been sent to the other signatories of that letter.

As an initial matter, the Department agrees with the principle you set forth in your
letter that "[o]nce appointed, U.S. Attorneys, perhaps more than any other public
servants, must be above politics and beyond reproach; they must be seen to enforce the
rule of law without fear or favor." That many U.S. Attorneys, appointed by Presidents of
both parties, have had political experience prior to their appointment does not underrnint)
that principle. Your letter, however, contains assumptions and assertions that are simply
erroneous.

First, your letter truncates the actual quote of the Attorney General's testimony at
the Judiciary Committee hearing on January 18,2007, and consequently,
mischaracterizes the statement. In full, the Attorney General stated: "I think 1 would
never, ever make a change in a United States attorney for political reasons or ifit would
in any wayjeopardize an ongoing serious investigation. I just would not do it" (emphasis·
added). The Department ofJustice rejects any suggestion that U.S. Attorneys were asked
or encouraged to resign for the inappropriate "political reason" of interfering with any
public corruption case or retaliating against a U.S. Attorney who oversaw such a case.

Second, your letter mischaracterizes the testimony of the Deputy Attorney
General given at the hearing held on February 6, 2007. The Deputy Attorney General
simply stated the Department's view that asking U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins to resign
so that Special Assistant U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin might have the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney is not an inappropriate "political reason." This is so, the Deputy
Attorney General testified, because, inter alia, Mr. Griffin is very well-qualified to serve
as U.S. Attorney, and Mr. Cummins "may have already been thinking about leaving at
some point anyway." .
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Indeed, at the time Mr. Griffin was appointed interim U.S. Attorney in December
2006 he had far more federal prosecution experience (in the Criminal Division and in the
U.S. Attorney's office) than Mr. Cummins did at the time he was appointed U.S.
Attorney in January 2002. Mr. Cummins himselfcredits Mr. Griffm with the
establishment of that office's .successful gun-crime prosecution initiative. And Mr.
Griffin has substantial military prosecution experience that Mr. Cummins does not have.
Those who know Mr. Griffin must concede that he brings a style of leadership and level
of energy that could only enhance the success ofa U.s. Attorney's office. Moreover, it
was well-known, as early as December 2004, that Mr. Cummins intended to leave the
office and seek employment in the private sector. See "The Insider Dec. 30," Ark. Times
(Dec. 30, 2004) ("Cummins, 45, ·said that, with four children to put through college
someday, he'll likely begin exploring career options. It wouldn't be 'shocking,' he said,
for there to be a change in his office before the end ofBush's second term."). Finally, the
Deputy Attorney General did not state or imply that Mr. Griffin would be appointed as
the U.S. Attorney without Senate confirmation. Such a statement would be inconsistent
with the Department's stated position that we are committed to having a Senate- .
confirmed U.S. Attorney in all 94 federal districts.

Third, the Department does not consider the replacement of one Republican U.S.
Attorney by another Republican lawyer who is well-qualified and has extensive
experience as a prosecutor and strong ties to the district to be a change made for "political
reasons." Mr. Cummins was confirmed to serve a four-year term, which expired on
January 9, 2006. He served his entire term, plus an additional year. United States
Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the President; that has always been the rule, and U.S.
Attorneys accept their appointment with that understanding.

In answer to your specific questions:

• Although the decision to have Mr. Griffin replace Mr. Cummins was first
contemplated in the spring or summer of2006, the final decision to appoint Mr.
Griffin to be interim U.S. Attorney in the Eastern District ofArkansas was made
on or about December 15, 2006, after the Attorney General had spoken with
Senator Pryor.

• The Department of Justice is not aware ofanyone lobbying for Mr. Griffin's
appointment. Consistent with longstanding Administration practice, the decision
regarding whether Mr. Griffin (who then was on active military duty) might be
considered for appointment as U.S. Attorney upon his return from Iraq was
discussed and made jointly by the Department ofJustice and the White House.
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• As the Deputy Attorney General testified, Mr. Cununins's continued service as
U.S. Attorney was not considered at the same time as the other U.S. Attorneys
that the Deputy Attorney General acknowledged were asked to resign for reasons
related to their performance. As the Deputy Attorney General testified, the
request that Mr. Cummins resign was "related to the opportunity to provide a
fresh start with a new person in that position."

• The Department is not aware ofKarl Rove playing any role in the decision to
appoint Mr. Griffin.

We appreciate the opportunity to respond to your inquiry.

Sincerely,

Richard A. Herding
Acting Assistant Attorney General

cc: The Honorable Mitch McConnell
The Honorable Arlen Specter
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) SEN. SPECTER: He's already had his tULfl. I want an -answer, Professor
Levinson. (Laughter.)

Just kidding, just kidding. How about if, Mr~ Gerson -- former
Attorney General Gerson?

MR. GERSON: Well,.1 don't criticize Mr. Bork, either. I mean, the
buck had to stop at some point in order to have a Jus.tice Department. But
there's a difference. I-also think that the process worked. well, even though it
had a negative --

SEN. SPECTER: It had to stop at some point to have justice, you say?

place.
MR. GERSON: To have a Justice Department. Somebody'a got to run tbe
I don't think everybody

SEN. SPECTER: What was wrong with Cox?

)

MR. GERSON: Weil,.1 don't think anything was wrong with Cox, and I
thi~k the upshot -- I think the system worked~ I mean, ultimately the
wrongdoing of that administration was exposed, and the president resigned in the
wake of a continuation of the special prosecutor's function". You can't escape
it, and t think that's the point that-good oversight makes, and why when all the
political branches -- both political branches do their job, justice will be
served.

SEN. SPECTER: Oh, I think' this question has been very thoroughly
aired. Very thorouqhly aired. I can't recall a three-hour and 36-" minute
hearing under sindlar circumstances, and I await the day when Chairman Schumer
is chairman of the full co~ttee to see us progress in our work.

Thank you all very much.

MS. LEVINSON: Thank you.

SEN. SCHUMER: Thank you. And I want to thank Senator Specter and all
three witnesses for their excellent testimony. I think it's been an excellent
hearing, and I have a closing statement that I'll suQmit to the record -- for
the: record.•

Thank you.

E:ND.
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From:
'Sent:
To:
Subject:

Looney, Andrea B.
Thursday, February 15,2007 7:28 AM
Wolff, Candida P.; O'Hoilaren, Sean B.
Re: AP on USAs

If this were up for a vote, I worry we would lose (we already lost Specter, Hatch and
Grassley in Committee on this). Far a UC show, this argument about not confirming
Bradbury is ok'. Not sure that argu~ent keeps R.s from supporting the bill on an3ctuai
llote. Our advantage is that Reid won I t want t,) spend a lot of floor time ,:on this, ,so uc
~equest5 are all he has. If they modifi~d the lan,juage to take out' the appointment power
of the court, Kyl might be satisfied. Until they do that, he will object .

-----Oriqinal Message----­
From: Wolff, Candida P.
To: ,Looney,- Andrea B.; 0' Hollaren, Sean 8.
Sent. Thu Feb 15 07:21:40 2007
Subject: RE: AP on USAs

Is it a good argument? And can we'win?

-----Original Message---~­

From: Looney, Andrea B.'
Sent: Thursday, February 15, 2007 7:13 AM
To: Wolff, Candida P.; O'Hollaren, Sean 8.
3ubject: Re: AP on USAs

I had asked Abegg about it this week and he did not know anything. I will check with Kyl
Simmons at the COS meeting this am (he is the guest). But Sens Kyl, Cornyn and others
have been working with -OOJ on this. DOJ is working this hard. If we don't want to fight
it, we will have to talk them down. Won 1 t be easy.

-----Original Message----­
From: Wolff, Candida P.
To: Looney, Andrea B.,; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Thu Seb 15 06:43:29 2007
Subject: fw: AP on USAs

Has the Idshp talked to youi all about this?

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Wo~£f, Candida P.; 3now, Tony
Sent: Thu Seb 15 06:33:53 ~007

Subject: Fw: .!\P 0n USAs

: f "de I re not Joing to fight: hard against this bill, do 'de ·....ant to let the l-=aders1)ip know
that?

-----Criginal Message----­
Frcm: Stewart, Den (McConnell)
'[a: ?erlnC, D~na M.
.=ent: rhl.l E',::b 1'] U6:0;:06 ::'J07
Subj ~c+:: AP (;n ~]S~_s

We'll ~ork ,~n ,this t'Jday, the ~ngl~ Ls all wrong. This ~3 about dems blocking ~~e

c:r..firmation process, .3nd 'd~' re ·J0inq to .:..sk that, in t!:eir newfound ::ea1 ~'Jr the ::-egular
or~er, perhaps ch~y ~ill stop bl 1)l:king Br3dbury's nomination \3n·j 0thers). Rei·j ~ill bring
:::his bill to 'the fl.·)o[" ;=..( 1.: ,.:i.r,d ,~sk tor ".In;::lnLnc:ls ':'Jns.e;nr: t,:) pro..:eed4 Kyl and ott.ees ..... i11
;bject and :-:l.3.:r<.e .,3 f--=w poinr.:s.All for .::;ho'..-.I. .
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Senators Oppose ·Policy on U. S. At torneys

,By Laurie Kellman The Associated Press

WP\SHINGTON-Congressional Democrats and some Republicans are- trying to chan'Je part of the
DSA Patriot Act that allows th~ Bush administration to fire and replace federal
prosecutors indefinitely without Senate confirmation.

'Freshly briefed by the ·Justice Department on the forced resignations of some of the seven
U.S. attorneys since the act took effect, Senate Democrats planned to bring a bill to the
floor Thursday that would impose a l20-day deadline on the amount ,Jf time a replacement
could serve without Senate confirmation.

After that, an interim replacement would be named by a U.3. District Court, a policy
Attorney General Alberto Gonzales and some Republicans say could lead to ,the appointments
of prosecutors for reasons other than their qualifications.

Democrats say that's just the problem with the policyund~r the terror-fighting law that
w~nt into effect in March.

Since then, seven U.S. attQrneys have been fired, some without cause, Deputy Attorney
General Paul J. McNul ty told the Senate Judiciary Commi tte'e. Democrats' contend that
·prosecutors were forced to resign to make way for Republican political allies, and that
the White House slipped the provision into the Patriot Act to permit such indefinite
appointments.

Congress passed the reauthorization with overwhelming bipartisan support, but many
lawmakers say they were unaware of the provision. The president appoints federal
prosecutors, who are subject to Senate confirmation.

Gonzales, has said he intends to submit every newly appointed interim prosecutor to the
Senate confirmation process and denied that his choices were politically motivated. He
.3.1so has po,inted out that U.S. attorneys serve at the president I s pleasure and can be
fired for any reason or ~o reason ,3t all. .

Hcnethel~ss, 38nat~ Majcrity Leader Harry Reid of Nev3da is 8xpect~d to try to bring the
bill up £~r d 70te Thursday, which also is the las~ jay on the job af one (jf the fired
pros~~ut'Jrs, C.~r01 Lam 'J! San Diego.

i/

::'"'!n.· .),:,n t(yl, R- ...'\ri:::., .said last ;.-.Je~k r.e ......ould try to blo·.:k ,:h~ bill :... n1'23S ~,~id .1qn!ed t·]
3tr~p <.J'lC ~he ,'i~p0i.:1t:!TIent power of the U.S. Dist:rict Court.

~CN111~y br~9fed s~n1tors bAhind close,j :jaors Wednesday ni'Jht ·In ~he ~.3ses cf the ~~v~n

Eir<e:d prcs~cutr::rs..;t':.ending t:-'.e :neetin'l w~re Rep'lbli,.':a.ns Kyl .ind .;r18n Specter of

2
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Fennsyivaf!.ia and DEmocrats Chuck Schumer of Uew 'fork, Dianne Feinstein of California and
Patty Murray of Washington.

Afterward, Murray said she heard nothing to suggest that the U.S. attorney in her state,
John McKay, deserved to be fired. She and other participants refused to comment further.

Earli~r this month, McNulty told the committee that most of the seven had been fired for
"performance-related'" reasons, and that one in Ark3.nsas, Bud Cummins, had been cleared out
to make way for a former aide to White House adviser Karl Rove.

However, McKay and ,:-;thers had recei~]'ed glowing performance reviews and were not told of
performance issues before they were fired, prcmpting further investigation by the
..:::ornmittee.

3
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Frum: Hughes, Taylor ",.
"."t: 2/16/2007 1:21:09 PM

Kart Rove /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAl COMMrrTEE/OU=RNC/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=KR;
..c:
Bcx::
Subject: FW: US Attorney Issue: Generally and legislation

They're trying to set this up for this afternoon but I said you were on a plane and asked il perhaps Jennings could participate il
you're not able 10 call in, whenever they set this up.

--' ----
Frum: Bakke, Mary Beth
Sent: Friday, February 16, 2007 12:42 PM
To: Hughes, Taylor A.; Herzog, John T.; Paola, Undsey N.; PerIno, Dana M.
Subject: US Attorney Issue: Generally and legislatlon

Mr. FIelding would like to convene a meeting aa soon as poeaibIB to dleculla the above referanced subject. He will need 20
m1nutea for the following partldpsnte:

KaJ1 Rove
eandl Welfw
Dand Perino
BIll Kelley

PI.... let me know your avallabliity. Thank you.
Mary Beth
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From: sara Taylor
nt: 2/16/2007 8.:36:38 AM··'1 Karl Rove kr@georgewbush.com; Hughes. Taylor A. laylor_a._hughes@who.eop.gov;.•.

Bee:
Subject: FW: McNulty Strikes Again

From: TIm Griffln
. Sent: Friday, February 16.20073:51 AM
To: sara Taylor; SCott Jennings
Subject: McNulty Strikes Again

Did you see this? Unbelievable.

White House Is Reported to Be Linked to a Dismissal
By DAVID JOHNSTON
Published: February 16, 2007
WASHlNGTON, Feb. 15 - A United States attorney in Arkansas who was dismissed from his job last year by the
Justice Department was ousted after Harriet E. Miers. the fonner White House counsel, intervened on behalf of the man
"'ho replaced him, according to Congressional aides briefed on the matter. . .

) Miers, the aides said, phoned an aide to Attorney General Alberto R. Gonzales suggesting the appointment of I.
Timothy Griffin, a former military and civilian prosecutor who was a political director for the RcPUbUcan National
Commjttee and a deputy to Karl Rove. the White House poUticai adviser. .

Later. the incumbent United Statesattomey. H. Eo Cummins III, was removed without explanation and replaced on an
interim basis by Mr. Griffin. Officials at the White House and Iustice Department declined to comment on Ms. Miers's
role in the matter.

Paul J. McNulty, the deputy attorney general. said at a hearing last week that Mr. Cummins had done nothing wrong
but was removed to make room for Mr. Griffin. It was not known at the time Mr. McNulty testified that Ms. Miers had
intervened on Mr. Griffin's behalf.

Her involvement was disclosed on Wednesday by Justice Department officials led by Mr. McNulty. who held a closed­
door briefing for senators on the Judiciary Committee after Democrats criticized the dismissals of 7 to 10 United States
attorneys as politically motivated.

Ms. Miers, whose resignation as White House c!JUnsel was effective Ian. J I, could not be reached for comment
Thursday.
At the briefing, Justice Department officials denied that the White House had been involved in any ofthe other
dismissals, suggesting that the department had acted on its own after ad'/ising the White House of its intention to
remove incumbents.

Democrats have said the removals represented an etrortto make room for rising political favorites of the Bush
ninistration and to be rid ofind~dent-mindedprosecutors, all of whom had been appointed by President Bush.

",,2ator Chades E. Schumer, Democrat ofNew York, said that he was not satisfied by the Justice Department's
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explanations at the briefing.

"Yesterday's briefing by the deputy attorney general did little to alleviate our concerns that politics was involved and,
'n fact, raised those concerns," Mr. Schumer said. "Some may have been fired for political reasons because they may
.)e not done what Justice Department wanted them to do."

Justice Department officials have said that because United States attorneys are presidential appointees they may be
replaced at any time without a specific reason, although they have said that none were removed for pursuing politically
sensitive cases. .. ,!

Another United States attorney asked to resign was Carol C. Lam of San Diego, who departed on Thursday at the
request of the Justice Department Two days earlier, Ms. Lam announced two indictments, including one against a
former high-ranking Central Intelligence Agency official, in a corruption inquiry that began with last year's guilty plea
by a former Republican representative, RandY..CY!!!li!!gh.am, who was sentenced to more than eight years in prison.

Karen P. Hewitt, an assistant in Ms. Lam's office, was named Thursday to serve as the interim United Slates attorney in
the Southern District, while Scott N. Schools, a general counsel in the Justice Department, will fill the interim role in
the Northern District, in San Francisco.

Senator Dianne Feinstein, Democrat of California, said in a statement on the Senate floor Thursday that Ms. Lam had
. been dismissed despite a strong record of prosecutions.

"Ms. Lam has had a distinguished career, and she served the southern district ofSan Diego well and everyone in that
district knows thai," Ms. Feinstein said. "I regret that main Justice does not 1am quite disappointed that main Justice
chose to remove her, especially given the ongoing work in which the office is involved." .

M!lN Articles in Washinlrton »

)

)
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From:
Sent:

Bee:
Subject:

SCott Jennings
2/16/20078:11:50 AM

Jane Cherry /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMmEEIOU=RNC/CN=REOPIENTS/CN=JCHERRY;

Re: Fyi from today's Arkansas paper

;

Very dramalic· I will fill u in

----Original M....ge--­
,From: Jane Cheny
To: Scott JeI1I1ings
Seat: Fri Feb 16 08:03 :25 2007
Subject: Fw: Fyi from today'. Arkansas paper

SeriousJy7

--Original Message­
From: Tim 0riffiD
To: Karl Rove; S.... Taylot; Scott Jennings; Jane Cherty; 'Oprison, Christopher 0.' <ChriSlDp~_G._OprillDJl~.eop.KOV>
Seat: Fri Feb 1603:27:41 2007
Subject: Fyi from today'. ArlwIsa. pope<

Fyi. I am glad I did this espe<:ially because Pryor ..y. in the article thaI Gonzale. I,OIa n,m ne[lln'l send me thm,ugh the process and Pryor
say. he waa &liking Oonzalea for my namo to be submitted. Crazy. Tho swipe at Pryor al tho v boltom is in I'03pOIIOO to a questiOD about
wbether tho While House did mo a disservice. I said that Pryor did me a disaorvice, etc. I am . lito go back to focusing on my job until I am

I otherwise. Thanb, TO .

Prosecutor 0riffiD DOW rejects post
Interim appointee blamel SenIto flaIt
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF AND WIRB REPORTS

,lID Griffin, who.. December appoiDtment aa U. S. &ItDrDey for tho Eastom District ofArkaaaaa sparked a nationoJ olltel}' about sum:ptitioua
cbang.. made to a law atrectinll federoJ prolOCutors, say. he DO longer wants the job ponnanently.
"I bave made the decision not to let my nanie lID forwanl to the Senate," Orifl"m said Thursday oveninll.
Ho was reforrinllto the U.S. Department of Justico'. stated intmtion. amid beavy criticism. to subject Oriffin lIJId athOl'S recently appointed to
interim fi:doroJ-proseoulDr posta to tho standanl pmcesa ofbeinll nominatedby the presidml, scrutinized by tho U.S. Senate Judiciay
Committee lIJId then voted on by tho Senate.
Orifl"m. 311, a former military prolleCUtor. waa appointed Dec. 20 by U. S. Attorney 0en_1 Alberto Oonzales under a little-noticed provision
tacked onto the 2006 reauthorization of tho USAPATRI0T Act that allow. the aa"mey gencralto fill prooeculorial vacancies aD an interim
basis without Senate spprovaJ.
Gri1T"m '. pmIe<:eooor, Bud Cummins. later acknowledged thai he waa asked In slep aside from the job be got fivo ye.... corIier aIler lIDing
thmlJllh the Senate confirmation process. not because of per!OnDlllCO issues but to make way for Gri1T"m. who worked briefly in tho While
House under pre.identioJ advi_ Karl Rove and waa a politicoJ director for tho Repubtican NationoJ Committee.
1")10 Dew languasa CODceminli appointments, wbich even tho Repubtican sponsor of tho 2006 legi.latioD now say. be didD'l notice at tho time,
repJaoed a provision that limited tho inlelim appoiDtments In 120 days. II bad the effect of aUowing sppoint.... IO iDdofmilely for the rest
of the cum:nt administration. whicb in thi. case ends in early 2009. without the usuoJ scruliny.
GrilTm on Thursday blamed "the partisanship that baa been exhibited by Sea. [Mark] Pryor [D-M.] and nth... senato~on the Senate Judiciary
Committee in the recent hearin." for his decision to bow out ~

He referred to a hearing last week 01] Capitol Hill on legislation proposed by Sea. Dianne Feinstein, D-Calif.. and 3Upported tty Pryt)T,-llS weU
as Sen. Blanche Lmcoln. D-Alk.• and others. to':reinstate the on ginal language governing 3Ucb. appointment!. .
The IC813latioo. was proposed after at least seven U.S. attorneys aero. the country WCRI ousted to make room for Republican political allies.
Deputy Attorney GcneroJ Paul McNulty acknowledged in the hearing that io Man.... Cummins waa forood out .imply to make room for
GrilTm. . '
GrilTm said ThUl'9doy thaI if he were to go through tho conflrDlation proc.... "I don 'I think there i. any way [, could gel rair !rearment by Sen.

'r 01' othen on the judiciary committee."
..aid be will continuo to save in tha top law enforcement position in rile state's euan district as lon8 as the WhiteHouse keeps him, thera

under the interim title or '<gets 3Qmeone else that I CUI help transitiOD into this job.
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"!:lUt to submit my name t~ lite Senate would be like volunteering to stand in front of a fuing' "luad in the middJeof a three-ring cin:us.»
Meanwhile; The New York Time. reponed Thursday that Cummins wa. ousted after Harriet E. Miers, the former White House Counsel.
intervened on Griffm'. bebalf,
Mi....' role w.. disclo.ed Wednesday by Justice DePaI1mCllt official. during a private briefing for senators on the Judiciary Committee. tbe
Times reported. The officials denied thaI the White House played a part in any of the other disni...ls. the newspaper said.

ticial. atlbe White House and Ju.tice Oepartm""t declined to cammCllt on Miers' role in the matter, and Miers. wbo.. resi8llation took
:ect Jan. 31, could not be reached for comment ThW'llday. according to lbe Times.

,'tyor's spokesmllll, Micbael Teague. told the Arkan... Democrst.Gazette on Thursday, after Griffin said be wa' wilbdrawiltg bi. name from
consideration. that Gonzale. himself bad called Pryor earlier Thursday "and told Ibe senltor be was nol going to submit Tim Griffin'. name,"
Teague said Gonzale. ''<lido't give a reason," but said he would.confer with Rep. John Boozman. the state'. only Republican in the delegation,

d to find ~meone.:lso to nominate.
During lbot conv.....tion. "lbe senator told Ibe attorney general. ' II's my preference that you send him through the confirm.tion hearing. ..•
Teague said.
He said Pryor made that staleltlent despite hi. complaint' ,boutlbe way Griffin got the job "because lbat.:.lbe process. That'slbe way lbe
founding fathers sel it up.»
Griffm said thai neither Gonzales nor anyone else told him or sugge5led to bim thai he bow oUi.
"I mtde up my mind two weeks ago not to allow my name to go forward," he said. "I have informed people both at the Department of Justice
and the While House that I do not desire to hive my name submitted. .... I don't want to be part oflbat partism circus."
Teague called 0ritl'iD 's remarklIabout partisall>hip "basele...» He SlUd Pryor i. weU-known and bas even been oriticized by fellow Democrats
for being "fair and opCII" about President Bush', judicial nomin.... of whom he has supported mORl than 100 and opposed fewer than a dozen.
Teague pointed out that Pryor even lesIitied that "the way the While House has bandied tbiI has been a dilIaervice to Tim GrifliD.»
Teague said Pryor hu encoanged Griffin to go tIuougb the coafinnation procesa. to cle. up any questiona about his backglOUlld and hiI
experi....... The spokesman empbasized thai Pryor', COII<:Cn1S were "001 .bout • nomination" but ",bout the administration circumvenlinB the
proc:cs. "' , ..
Griffin latern:spoaded, "/t', unfortunate thai Sen. Pryor ill blaminS the adminiotntion for using a l.w that be voted for to .ppoint me,
appanmtly with the """""" that be didn't know what be wu volinB for when he votecl 1 think it', been • disaa'vice to me the way my bome­
5lale senator baa tnlated a feUQW A!IcaDsan, and an Ark....... whogreW' up in south Arkansu, 30 mil.. from his dad'. hometown ofCamden."
0riI!in also said, "I spoke to Sen. Pryor when I wu~B in Iraq [10 20061. and later spoke to him in his office in WuIlinItoo. and on both
nee.ston. the senator directly questioned my credentials and indicated it wu 'mighty pn:sumptuous' of tho While House and me thai I could
do the U.S, Ittomey job."
Teague inai5led that Pryor', diligCIICC in pursuing tho mailer i. neither pl!ftisan nor personal
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From: "Karl Rove" <kcrmail@georgewbush.com>
Date: Friday, February 16.2007, 11:30:00 AM
To: christonJ._tanner@who.eop.gov
Subject: Fw: Fyi from today's Arkansas paper

Run off aSap

-----Original Message-----
From: Tim Griffin <griffinjag@comcasl.net>
To: Karl Rove; Sara Taylor; Scott Jennings; Jane Cherry; 'Oprison, Christopher G:
<Christophcr_G._Oprison@who.eop.gov> .
Sent: Fri Feb 1603:27:41 2007
Subject: Fyi from today's Arkansas paper

Fyi. I am glad I did this especially because Pryor says in the article that Gonzales told him be wouldn't
send me througb the process and Pryor says he was asking Gonzales for my name to be subIilitted. Crazy.
The swipe at Pryor at the very bottom is in response to a question about wbether the White House did me a
disservice. I said that Pryor did me a disservice, ele. I am going to go back to focusing on my job until I
am told otherwise. Tbanks, TG

Prosecutor Griffin now rejects post
Interim appointee blames Senate flak
DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE STAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

Tim Griffin, whose December appointment as U,S. attorney for the Eastern District of Arkansas sparked a
national outcry about surreptitious changes made to a law affecting federal prosecutors. says he no longer
wants the job permanently.
ulhave made the decision DOUO let my name go forward to the Senate:' Griffin said Thursday evening.

. He was referring to the U.S. Department of Justice's stated intention, aIilid heavy criticism, to subject
Griffin and others recently appointed to interimfederal-prosecutor posts to the standard process of being
noIilinated by the president, scrutinized by the U.S, Senate Judiciary ComIilittee and then voted on by tbe
Senate.
Griffin, 38, a former military prosecutor, was appointed Dec. 20 by U.S. Attorney General Alberto
Gonzales under a little-noticed provision tacked onto the 2006 reauthorization of the USAPATRIOT Act
that allows the attorney general to fill prosecutorial vacancies on an interim basis without Senate approval.
Griffin's predecessor, Bud CumIilins. later acknowledged that he was asked to step aside from the job he
got five years earlier after going through the Senate confirmation process, not because of performance
issues but to make way for Griffin, who worked briefly in the White House under presidential adviser Karl
Rove and was a political director for the Republican National ComIilittee.
The new language concerning appointments. which even the Republican sponsor of the 2006 legislation
now says he didn't notice at the time, replaced a provision that limited the'interim appointments to 120
days. It had the effect of allowing appointees to serve indefinitely for the rest of the current administration,
which in this case ends in early 2009, without the usual scrutiny. .
Griffin on Thursday hlamed "the partisanship that has heen exhibited by Sen. IMark] Pryor ID-Ark.] and
other senators on the Senate Judiciary Committee in the recent hearin/l" for his decision to bow out.
He referred to a hearing last week on Capitol Hillon legislalion proposed oy Sen. Dianne Feinstein. D­
Calif., and supported by Pryor. as well as Sen. Blanche Lincoln. D-Ark., and others, 10 reinstate the original
language governing such appointments.
The legislation was proposed after at least seven U.S. attorneys across the country were ousted to make
room for Republican political allies. Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty acknowledged in the hearing
that in Arkansas, Cummins was forced out simply 10 make room for Gr.iffin.
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Griffin said Thursday thai ifhe were to go through the confirmation process, "I don't think there is any way
I could get fair treatment by Sen. Pryor or others on the judiciary committee."
He said he will continue to serve in the top law enforcement position in the state's eastern district as long as
the White House keeps him there under the interim title or "gets someone else that I can hel.p transition into
this job.
"But to submit my name to the Senate would be like volunteering to stand in front of a firing squad in the
middle of a three-ring circus,"
Meanwhile, The New York Times reported Thursday that Cummins was ousted after Harriet E. Miers, the
former White House Counsel, intervened on Griffin's behalf.
Miers' role was disclosed Wednesday by Justice Department officials during a private briefing for senators
on the Judiciary Committee, the Times reported. The officials denied that the White House played a part in
any of the other dismissals, the newspaper said.
Officials at the White House and Justice Department declined to comment on Miers' role in the matter, and
Miers, whose resignation took effect Jan. 31, could not be reached for comment Thursday, according to the
Times.
Pryor's spokesman, Michael Teague, told the Arkansas Democrat-Gazette on Thursday, after Griff in said
he was withdrawing his name from consideration, that Gonzales himself had called Pryor earlier Thursday
"and told the senator he was not going to submit Tim Griffin's name."
Teague said Gonzales "didn't give a reason," but said he would confer with Rep. John Boozman,the state's
only Republican in the delegation, to find someone else to nominate.
During that conversation, "the senator told the attorney general, 'It's my preference that you send him
through the confirmation hearing.'" Teague said.
He said Pryor made that statement despite his complaints about the way Griffin got the job "because that's
the process. That's the way the founding fathers set it up."
Griffin said that neither Gonzales nor anyone else told him or suggested to him tpat he bow out.
"I made up my mind two weeks ago not to allow my name to go forward," he said. "I have informed people
both at the Department of Justice and the White House that I do not desire to have my name submitted...., I
don't want to be part of that partisan circus."
Teague called Griffin's remarks about partisanship "baseless." He said Pryor is well-known and has even
been criticized by fellow Democrats for being "fair and open" about President Bush's judicial nominees, of
whom he has supported more than 100 and opposed fewer than a dozen.
Teague pointed out that Pryor even testified that "the way the White House has handled this has been a
disservice to Tim Griffin."
Teague said Pryor has encouraged Griffin to go tbrough the confirmation process, to clear up any questions
about his background and his experience. The spokesman emphasized that Pryor's concerns were "not
about a nomination" but "about the administration circumventing the process."
Griffin later responded, "It's unfortunate that Sen. Pryor is blaming the administration for using a law that
he voted for to appoint me, apparently with the excuse that he didn't know what he was voting for when he
voted.l think it's been a disservice to me the way my home-state senator has treated a fellow Arkansan,
and an Arkansan who grew up in south Arkansas, 30 miles from his dad's hometown of Camden."
Griffin also said, "I spoke to Sen. Pryor when I was serving in Iraq [in 2006], and later spoke to him in his
office in Washington, and on both occasions the senator directly questioned my credentials and indicated it
was 'mighty presumptuous' of the White House and me that I could do the U.S. attorney job."

. Teague insisted that Pryor's·diligence in pursuing the matter is neither partisan nor personal.
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Jane Cherry
Froml Jane Cherry

'm 2/16/2007 11 :11:40 AM
.: Paris Dennard IO=REPUBLICAN NATIONAL COMMITTl:E/OU=RNC/CN=REClP1ENTS/CN=PDENNARD; Jonathan

r'eIls IO=REPUBllCAN NATIONAl COMMITTl:E/OU=RNC/CN=REOP1ENTS/CN=JFElTSi
Cc:
Bee:
Subject: RE: Uh Oh

You think that is bad - check this out

Prosecutllr Grillin now rejects post

Interim appointee blanes Senate flak

DEMOCRAT-GAZETTESTAFF AND WIRE REPORTS

TIm GriIIIn, whose December appointment as U.S. attorney for the Easlem OIsl11ct rI Arkansas sparked ancilonal outcry about
surreplillous changes made 10 alaw affecting federal prosecutllrs. says he no longer wants the job permanently.

, have made the decision not to let my name go filrWard 10 the SInD," GrifIIn said ThuBday evening.
He was referr1ng 10 the U.S. Depa1ment rI Justice's stated intention, amid heavy cri1IcIsm, to subject GrifIIn and othelS recently
loinl8d 10 interim federaI-prosecutor posts 10 the standard process of being noninaled by the president, SCIIJtinizsd by the U.S.

..lillie JudlcfllYCommittee and then voted on by the SInate. . .
GriIIIn, 38, aformer militay prosecutor, was appointed Dec.. 20 by U.s. AImley General Alberto Gonzales under afillle-notlced

pnMsion taek8d oom the 2008 reautllclrizl6ln of the USAPATRIOT Act that allows the attorney general 10 fill prosecutorial
vacanctes on an IntlIl1m basis wltIIout Sena approval.

GriIIIn's predecessor. Bud Cunmlns, lallIr acl<noY.4edged that he was asked 10 step aside fi'an the job he got flve yen earlier
aIBr going through the Senate contlrmatlon process, not because ofperbmance issues but 10 make way for GrillI,.,. who WOIked
brletly in the WN18 House under presidential adviser Karl Rove and was apolitical director ror the Republican NaIIonaI CoIm1illee.

The new language concerning appointments, which even the Republican sponsor ofthe 2008~ now says he IIdn't notice
~ the lime. replaced a provision that fimilBd the interim appointments to 120 days. It had the etrecl of allowing appointees to serve
indellnltely ror the rest of.the cllTent adnVllslrallon, wIicII in this case ends In early 2009, without the usual SCIIJIIny,

GriIIIn on Thursday blamed "the partisanship that has been exlibiled by Sen. [MarIlJ Prlor [D-Ark./ andolher senatDrs on the
SInate JudlcillY Commitlee in the recent hearing" far his decision to bow out

He refened to ahearing last week on Capilol HH on Ieglslallon proposed by SIn. DIanne Felnsle/n, D-Calif., and supported by
Pryor, as wei as Sen. Blanche Uncaln. D-ArIc.. and olhllll. to reJilstallt the original language governing such appointments.

The lefislatlon was proposed after~ least seven U.S. atIllmeys across the country were ousted to make room flJ' Repub8can
politicat allies. Deputy Altomey Genera Pali McNulty acknowledged in the hearing that in A1kansas, Cummins was forced out
sl/T1l1y to make room for Grifftn.

GriIIIn said Thursday that if he were to go through the confiml~n process. ., don'lthink there is any way Icould get fair
trealment by Sen. Pryor or others on the judlclllY commilIee.·

He said he win continue to serve in the top law enforcement position in the state's easlem dislrict as long as the Whitll House
keeps him there under the interim Iitle or 'gels someone else that I can help transition inlo this job.

'But to submit my nal11l to the Senate wOuld be like voIunll!ering 10 stand in front rI aftring squad in lhe middle of a three-ring
circus,•

'-leanwhi!e, The New Yark TImes reported Thursday that Cummins was ousted atIer Haniel E. Miers, the former White House
.nsel. intervened on GrifIIn's behalf.

Min' role was disclosed Wednesday by Justice Depa1ment oIIIcials during aprivate briefing for senators on the Judlclay
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Jff;ce

Mobile

Committee. the TImes repoI18d. The officials denied that the While House played apert in any of the other dismissals, the
newspaper said. .

Officials at the While House and Justice Department declined tll comment on MiEn' roJe in the matter, and M1eIs. whose
. '~signation took effect Jan. 31, could not be rea;hed for convneilt Thursday. according tll the TImes.

,~ryo(s spokesman. Michael Teague, told the Arkansas Democrat·Gazette on ThUrsday, after Gliff in said he was with<k'awing his
,lame from consideration, that Gonzales himself had called Pryor eal1ler Thursday 'and told the senator he was not going tll submit
TIm Grifftn's name.'

Teague sad Gonzales 'didn't give areason,' but said he would confer with Rep. John Boozman, the state's only Republican in the
delegation. to find someone else to nominate. "

During that conversation. 'the senator tllid the attorney general. 'Ifs my preference that you send him through theconfinnation
hearing:' Teague Slid.

He said pryor made thai statement despite his complaints about the way GliftIn got the job 'becalS8 thafs the process. Thafs the
way the founding fathers set it up. '

GriIIIn said thai neither Gonzales nor anyane else told him or suggested to him thai he bow out.
'J made up my mind two weeks ago not to allow my name to go folwall, , he said. 1 have informed people both althe Department

ft Justice and the While House thai I do not desire to have my name submitted. .... I don't war4 tll be pat of thai par1fsan circus.'
Teague called GriIIIn's remaks about piltlsanshlp 'baselesL' He said Pryor Is weU-known and has even been CIitIclzed byfelow

Democrats for being 'fak' and open' about PresIdent Bush'sJudicial norilees, ft whom he has supported more than 100 and
opposed fewer than a dozen.

Teague pointed out thai Pryor even tesllIIed that"1he way the WhJte House has hancfed this has been adIsseIVlce ID TIm GrIIIIn.'
Teague said Pryor has encoll'lglld GriIIIn tll go thnlugh the conllrmallon proc:eU, to cIu up any quesUons about his background

and his upertence. The spokesmll1 emphasized that Pryofs concerns WllIll 'not about a nomination' but 'about the administration
circumllentlnlJ the process.,

GIfflIn later IllSIlOnded, 'Irs unfortunate that 58n. Pryor Is b1anlnlJ the administration for using a law thai he wted for III appoint
me. apparentlY with the excuse thai he didn't kllOlV what he was voting for when he voted. I think Ifs been adISservice to me the
way my home-state senator has treated afellow MansIl1. and an Arkansan who grew up,in south Alkansas, JO lIires fi'om his
dad's home1gwn ft camden.'

GriIIIn also said, 1spoke to 58n. Pryor when I was~g in Iraq pn 2006). and later spoke to him in his ofIIce In Washington. and
"xlth occasions the senalDr directly questioned my cmdentlals and Inclcated Itwas 'mighty presumptuous' ftthe WhIte House

.,if me that I cowd do the U.s. atIOmey job.'
Teague insisted that Pryor's diligence in pursling the matter is neither piltlsll1 nor personal.

'roml Peril Denllllld
5enCI Frlday, February 16, 2007 10:57 AM
TOI Jonathan Felts; Jane O1eny
SubJ-ta Uh Oh .

b1tp:lIWwW,nyl!mn,coml2D07I02I1!ltttall!llnglqnll!!at!qmeya,htm!7 r-3&oref'"llogln&qrefa,lqgln&qrefa,lqgln

Mr. ran,. Dennard
f'olitical Affair"

(LOL) 1-'6­
(LOL) }09-
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From: Mike Britt
Sent: .2/16/20079:55:39 AM

); SCOtt Jennings /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE/OU=RNqCN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SJENNINGS; sara
Jytor /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMITTEEiOU=RNQCN=REaPIENTS/CN=SMTAYLOR;

Cc:
Bee:
Subject: WA US AtlIJmey sitUation gettlng messy

There are a few things happening politically in WA regarding the U.S. attorney situation that you should know. I
would also like to get your input.

After John McKay was asked to leave, the senior Republican member of the Washington delegation, Representative
Doc Hastings (WA-04) was asked to submit names to the White House for possible replacements for JOM McKay.
Hastings then punted the recommendation process to Representative Dave Reichert (WA-08). Hastings did this 10 help
Reichert, a targeted member look like a powerbroker in WA State politics.

During a Washington State delegation breakfast a few weeks back, Reichert started to feel some heat from his
Democ:ratic colleagues. At this breakfast, Senator Patty Murray (WA, D) and Senator Maria Cantwell (WA, D) made
an issue out of the Johtt McKay dismissal. Murray even mentioned that she wants to get McKay out to DC to testify in
front of the Senate on the merits of his dismissal (I don't see that happening). Having heard this, Reichert decided he
needed to find a way to deflect any criticism he may receive from the D's on his recommendations.

Therefore, Reichert formed a panel, chaired by King County prosecutor Norm Maleng. This panel submitted three
names to the White House yesterday. This is where things might get messy. All three of the recommendations where
turned down. The WH council informed the Reichert office of this yesterdayaftetpoon. Reichert's office for the time
being is handling it well. There are no problems right now within the Reichert circle. However, if Reichert decides to
go back to his panel and ask for more names - things might get mesiy.

e Seattle Times has been fishing around on ibis story for some time now. And, I fear that someone might start
leaking things to the press. My fear does not sit in the Reichert office, but in his panel. I can see members'of the panel
being irked by the White House turning their first three names dowa This would be embarrassing to us and Reichert •
who's going to be targeted again in 2008.· .

My recommendation is to go back to Reichert's ChiefofStaft; Mike Shields and infonn him of these dangers. And
suggest that they make the recommendations themselves and/or find a way to keep the panel out oflhis. If they don't
agree - then we should submit recommendations ourselves. I believe the danger lies in the panel.

Your thoughts?

Britt

Was McKay ousted over 2004 election?

By David Bowermuter
Seattk flmes staffreporter

Two months after John McKay was tired as U.S. attorney for the Western District of Washington, the reason £.lr his
dismissal remains a mystery.

One of the most persistent rumors in Seattle legal circles is that the Justice Department forced McKay, a Republican, to
'Csign to appease Washington state Republicans angry over the 2004 governOl's race. Some believe McKay's dismissal

, retribution for his failure to convene a federal grand jury to investigate allegations of voter fraud in the race.
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McKay was appointed by President Bush in October 200 I.

The Evergreen Freedom Foundation filed a formal complaint with U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales in 2005
about what it considered McKay's lax oversight of the election. in which Democratic Gov. Christine Gregoire defeated

'publican Dino Rossi by 129 votes. Many influential Republicans publicly criticized McKay.

But a Justice Department official on Thursday rejected the idea and said Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty has
repeatedly insisted politics did not influence the controversial firings of McKay and six other U.S. attorneys in
December.

McNulty had previously said the firings were "performance-related" despite the fact McKay received a positive
evaluation seven months before he waa fired.

McKay said he waa not given a reason when he was asked to slepdown.

McNulty defended the dismissals during private briefings with a handful of senators Wednesday.

Democrats were not mollified.

"There was nothillg that was said to me .,. that I found was a credible reason for dismissing" McKay, said Sen. Patty
Murray, D-Wash.

Murnsy said McNulty did not detail what was lacking in McKay's work.

"They gave some general things. alluded to things. but gave me nothing specific," she said.

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., also said McNulty wasn't telling the whole story. •

. - 111I not satisfied with the answers we've gotten. There are just loci many holes in too many different places," he said.

fhe Justice Department official, who spoke on the condition ofanonymity, accused Democ:rats ofmiscbaracterizing the
briefings because they didn't agree with the department's conclusions.

"Any suggestion that we were not thorough or forthcoming is just poIitics1 gamesmanship," the official said.

Senate Republicans blocked a bill Thursday that would curb the Justice Department's power to fire and replace federal
prosecutors. Democrats had sought to give the courts a role in the appointments ofU.S. attorneys.

Democrats believe the White House waa trying to use a new provision in the Patriot Act to get around the Senate
confirmation process and install Republican allies 81 U.S. attameys.

McKay haa always had strong support among moderate Republicans such as King County Prosecutor Norm Malens.
who spoke out on his behalf earlier this month.

But many conservative Republicans have been incensed with McKay since the 2004 governor's race.

Tom McCabe, executive vice president of the Building Industry Association ofWaahington. summarized the
complaints in a BlAW newsletter after McKay announced in December he was stepping down.

In a cdumn titled "Good Riddance," McCabe said McKay "had a disastrous six yean as U.S. Attorney. Two yean ago,
.he steadfastly refused to investigate voter frsud despite overwhelming evidence." McCabe also said he had "urged the
President tafire McKay."

~abe could not be reached for comment Thursday.
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Republicans argued that illegal votes by felons and others, and errors in the election count, cost Rossi the race.

Emily Langlie, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney's Office in Seattle, said that in 2004 and 2005 prosecutors and the
FBI joindy monitored the election.

Ie not only had senior people within our office coordinating our investigation, but we worked joindy with the
oepartment of Justice's Public Integrity section,' she said.

Diane Tebelius, who was chairwoman of the Washington State Republican Party when McKay was asked to step down,"
acknowledged that many Republicans had been upset with McKay after the 2004 election.

But Tebelius said no one from the Justice Department or the White House contacted her about McKay in the /Dontha
before he was dismissed, and she doubts anyone lobbied for his ouster because of the 2004 race.

"I do not believe anybody in this state would have asked for his resignation,' Tebelius said.

DavidBowermosJer: 206-464-
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From; sara Taylor
SoOlt; 2/16/200710:17:40 AM

SCott Jennings /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONALCOMMITTEE/OU=RNqCN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SJennings; Mike
.• /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE/OU=RNqCN=RECIPIENTS/CN=Mbritt;

Cc;
Bee:
Subject: RE: WA US AttDmey situation getting messy

Agree - non starters. And, someone should quieUy discuss with Reichert the issues surrounding McKay.

From; SCOtt Jennings
Sent: friday, february 16, 2007 9:58 AM .
To; Mike Britt; Sara Taylor
Subject; RE: WA US AttDmey .situation getting messy

The key fact here Is that the three names are unacceptable for perfedIy good reasons:

One person publicly referred to Hispanics as 'Wetbadcs"

One person did not pay thelr taxes

One person said In her Interview that she did not plan to take Instruclfons from Main DaJ on setting offlce Prloritles, and her
i e."etence checldng confirmed that she Is a Ioose-cannon.

Froml Mike Britt
Senti friday, February 16, 2007 9:56 AM
TOI SCott Jennings; Sara Taylor

·lICtI WA US Attorney situation getting messy

There are a few things happening politically in WA regarding the U.S. attorney situation that you should know. I
. would abo like to get your input.

After 10hn McKay was asked to leave, the senior Republican member of the Washington delegation. Representative
Doc Hastings CWA-(4) was asked to submit names to the White House for possible replacementa for 10hn McKay.
Hastings then punted the recommendation procesl to Representative Dave Reichert CWA-Q8). Hastings did this to help
Reichert, a targeted member look like a powerbroker in WA State politics.

During a Washington State delegation breakfast a few weeks back, Reichert started to feel some heat from .his
Democratic colleagues. At this breakfast, Senator Pat1¥ Murray CWA, D) and Senator Maria Cantwell CWA, D) made
an issue out ofthe 10hn McKay dismissal. Murray even mentioned that she wants to get McKay out to DC to testifY in
front of the Senate on the merits of his dismissal (I don't sea that happening). Having heard this, Reichert decided he
needed to find a way to deflect any criticism he may receive from the D's on his'recommendations.

Therefore, Reichert fanned a panel, chaired by King County prosecutor Nann Maleng. This panel submitted three
names to the White House yesterday. This is where things might get messy. All three of the recommendations where
turned down. The WH council infonned the Reichert office of this yesterday afternoon. Reichert's office for lbe time
being is handling it well. There are no problems right now within the Reichert circle. However, if Reichert decides to
go back io his panel imd ask for more names - things might get messy.

The Seattle Times has been fishing around on this story for some time now. And, I fear that someone might stan
leaking things to lbe press. My fear does not sit in lbe Reichert office, but in his panel. I can see membeB of the panel
being irked by the White House turning their first three names down. This would be embarrassing to us and Reichert-

's going to be targeted again in 2008.

My recommendation is to go back to Reichert's ChiefofStalf, Mike Shields and inform him of these dangers. And
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suggest that they make the recommendations themselves and/or find a way to keep the panel out oflhis. If thEW don't
Igree - then we should submit recommendations ourslllves. I believe the danger lies in the panel.

. Your thoughts?

Was McKay ousted over 2004 election?

By David Bowermaster
Seattle limes staffreporter

Two months after John McKay was fired as II.S. attorney for the Western District ofWashington, the. reason fOr his
dismissal remains a mystery.

One of the most persistent rumors in Seattle legal circles is that the Justice Department forced McKay, a Republican, to
resign to appease Washington state Republicans anlPY over the 2004 governor's ra<:e. Some believe McKay's dismiSsal
was rebibution for his failUA to.convene a federal grand jury to investigate a1legatiOlJS ofvoter frlud in the race.

McKay was appOinted by President Bush in October 2001.

The Evergreen Freedom Foundation filed a fannal complaint with U.S. Attorney General Alberto Gonzales in 2005
about what it considered McKay's lax oversight of the election, in which Democratic Gov. Christine Gregoire defested
Republican Dina Rossi by 129 votes. Many influential Republicans publicly criticized McKay.

But a Justice Department official on Thursday rejected the ides and said Deputy Attorney General Paul McNulty has
repeatedly insisted politics did not influence the controversial firings of McKay and six other U.S. attorneys in
- ~~ '.

:'w{cNulty had previously said the firings were "performance-related" despite the fact McKay received a positive
evaluation sev~ months before he was tired.

McKay said he was not given a reason when he was asked to step down.

McNulty defended the dismissals during private briefings with a handful ofsenators Wednesday.

Democrats were not mollified.

"There was nothing that was said to me ... that 1 found was a credible reason for dismissing" McKay, said Sen. Patty
Mum.Y,D-Wash.

Murray'said McNulty did not detail what was lscking in McKay's work.

"They gave some general things, alluded to things, but gave me nothing specific," she said.

Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y, also said McNulty wasn't telling the whole story.

"I am not satisfied with the answers we've gotten. 'f1!ere are just too many holes in toomany different places,' he sad.

The Justice Department official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity, accused Democrats of mischaracterizing the
briefings because they didn~ agree with the departments conclusions.

llggestion that we were not thorough or forthcoming is just political gamesmanship," the official said.
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Senate Republicans blocked a bill Thursday that would curb the Justice Department's power to fire and replace federal
prosecutors. Democrats had sought to give the courts a role in the appointments of U.S. attorneys.

Democrats believe the White House was trying to use a new provision in the Patriot Act to get around the Senate
ntirrnation process and install Republican allies as U.S. attorneys.

McKay has always had strong support among moderate Republicans such as King County Prosecutor Norm Maleng,
.who spoke out on his behalf earlier this month.

But many conservative Republicans have been incensed with McKay since the 2004 governor's race.

Tom McCabe, executive vice president of the Building Industry Association of Washington, summarized the
complaints in a BIAW newsletter after McKay announced in December he was stepping down.

In a column titled "Good Riddance,· McCabe said McKay "had a disastrous six years as U.S. Attorney. Two years ago,
he steadfastly refused to investigate voter fraud despite overwhelming evidence. " McCabe also said he had ·urged the
President to tire McKay."

McCabe could not be reached for comment Thursday.

Republicans argued that illegal votes by felons and others, and errors in the election count, cOst Rossi the race.

Emily Langlie, a spokeswoman for the U.S. Attorney's Office in Seattle, said that in 2004 and200S prosecutors and the
FBI jointly monitored the election.

"We not only had senior people within our office coordinating our investigation, but we worked jointly With the
Department ofJustice's Public Integrity section,· she said.

'me Tebelius, who was chairwoman of the Washington State Republican Party when McKay was asked to step down,
.AIlowledged that many Republicans had been upset with McKay after the 2004 election.

But Tebelius said no one from the Justice Department or the White House contacted her about McKay in the months
bdore he was dismissed, and she doubts anyone lobbied for his ouster because of the 2004 race.

"I do not believe anybody in this state would have asked for his resignation,· Tebelius said.

DavidBoweT11/Q3ter: 206-464-
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From:
c;.nt:

..c:

Scott Jennings
2/17/200712:16:18 PM

sara Taylor /O=REPUBUCAN NAnONAI. COMMITTEE/OU=RNqCN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SMTAYlOR;

Bee:
Subj-.:t: Re:

/

TechnicaUy, Tim i. not then: as a Presidential appointee. He i. lhere as an appointee of the AG.

---Original Mcssagc--­
FltlDl: S.... Tayler
To: Karl Rove; Scott Jennings
Sent: Sat Feb 17 12:05:47 2007
Subject Fw:

-OriginllM_­
From: Sidoti. Liz
To: S.... TaylOl' .
Scnt:Sat Feb 17 11 :30: 19 2007
Subject

, LITTLE ROCK (AP) _ Interim U.S. Attorney Tim Griffin will not sccIc Senate COllfinnation to iii. Man... diatriet, s.aying a ·parti....
circua' over bill iDdcfUlite .ppointment 10 thepoal malces it impossible 10 nlCCive fair consideration.
• However. Griffin left open whc:tbcr hel1 remain in the position lhrougb the remainder ofPmidcnt Busb'. term, as allowed under the stalule

·,e Patriot A<lI JlIDvidiDg for Gritl'"m'. appointment without legislative oversigbt
The upside is fm here in the job sod will remain in the job until sucIllime the White House asks me to move on,' GriffiD said Fridlly. .

, Griffin, a former aasislaJltto Busb adn- Karl Rove, replaced U.S. Attorney Bud Cummins in a Deccmb« __ appointment While lawa
prcvioualy allowed fer.such appoinlmenla fer 120 day. be(Dnl congtUlionala!'l""va!. the version of the Patriot Aot reaUlhorizcd by COUllR""
lutyea lela tbe U.s. allomcy gcncnI mob such appoiDtmenta inddilIildy.
, The new rulea became I\lcI f....hcuinp as the Ocmocntic-<:oll1roUed ConllR"" took power tbia ye.... with Atbnsas Sen. Madt Pryer
leading with questions over Orilf"m'. appointment
, 'They should do the rigllt thing and name another interim appointment.· said Micbac1 Teasuc. a spokesman fer Pryer. "Let'. gel back 10 the
way \he foundiDS fatbero saw Ibia proce8II worlti4•
, White HoUSll oftlciala did 001 immediately comment Friday on Orift'in'. decisioD. In a prepared S\atem...1, Department of JU5Iice
spokeswODWl Gina Talamona said Attomcy 0cncRI A1berlO Ocazalea was "disappointed that Senator Pryer would nOl support Tim'.
~ti~· .
, "We are pleased that he i. willinllto serve as interim United Slates attorney until a candidata i. nominated and con1'inned,' Talamona said.
"We will continue to worl< with !be Arli:ansu deleption to fmd a candidate f.... tbia positi~ • . .
, Griffin. 38, i. a former mililaiy lawyer who worl<ed in the While Hnuae undcrRave u a special assistant to the president. Aft« the
announcem...t. Pry.... beg_ matins call. ahoUl Griffin and spoke with fonner White House counsel Hartiel MieB, who lold him "Tim GritriJI
w.. thcrir pcDllII." Teague said. .
, But while OoazaIcs has said the appointment. arc 'in no way" political decisions, Griffin acknowledgcs politics played a tole in hi.
appointment
, "I think the reality i. thai all U. S. atromcy. arc politicalappointmcnla, nol juol in other states, but a100 in M ......." GriffiD said. "The
people ClinlOn appointed wen: political appointm...1a and people that this president appoinla arc political appointmenla. At the """ of the day.
agaid, if tbia were ,hoUl credcDtials sod qualillcations, we would not be havinS this convcaation."
, Senators continue to deb.te • bill that would chanSC part of the Patriol Acl that allow. the indc/iaite .ppoinlm..... and~ 10 the 120-day
<leadline for legi.lative .PJlIDval.
, On Friday. Griffm :iBid it was premature to discUSll what plsna he would have if 38.ked to Ie.ve by lbe White House. However. he 38id he
would like to rcmakit in government.
, "rm not in a lUsh" to leave office. Gritrm said. "rm honored 10 be here now."

'-"e infonnation conlairied in this communication i. inl...dcd fOr the usc of!he designated _ipi...l. named shove. If the ",odor of this .
l1U1lication i! nottbe intended recipico.t. you lIR: hc:n:by notified thac you hive received this communication in error, arid mat any review,

. ,minatioD. distribution or copyinS of this communicatioD is strictly prohi~itad. IIyou have received thi. communication in error. please
notify The Associated I'reso immediately by telcpbone at +1-2 t2-621 and delete ibi. email. Thank you. .
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Fram:
Senti

11

Scott Jennings
2/17/2007 12:18:41 PM

sara Taylor /O=RfPUBUCAH NATIONAL COMMITTEE/OU=RNC/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SMTAYlOR;

Bee;
SubJlICtl Re:

Also, it is inaccuratC to describe Tim's appointment as hav1ng been a·-rccCSlappointment·

--·Original Mes!age--­
From: S.... Taylor
To: Ksrl RoVC'. Scott Jcnninp
Seo!: Sat F.b 1712;05;47 2007
Subj_ Fw:

~-OriginalM_­
From: Sidoti, Liz
To: S.... Taylor
Seo!: Sat F.b 17 11:30:192007
Subjc:ot:

, liTTLE ROCK (AP) _ Interim U.S. Attorney Tim Oriffin will not sed< Senate cont"umatiOll to ~i! Arkansas district, sayinS a ·porti....
circus' over his indefinite .ppointment to lb. pool makes it impossible to receive fair consideration.
, How"".... Oritlln left open wbetber he'll remain in Ibe positinn throup Ibe remainder of President Bush'! term. as allowed under the -,,,lUIe

'... P8lriot Act providinS fer Griffin's appoinlment wi1hout lesialative ov....isJlt.
The upside is I'm here in lb. job and wiD remain in the job Until !IlCb 1im.1he Whit. House ....... m. to move on,' Griff"m said Friday.

I Griffin, a fonn... assistant to Bush adviser Karl Rove. "'Placed U.S. Altomey Bud CtanmilUl in a December teCC!lI appoinlmenl While law.
prcvioualy allowed for such appointments for 120 day! befon con8J1lS!ionai .pproval. Ihe vemon of Ihe Pilriot Act raUlhorized by Con......
lUI y_1cta the U.s. attomeJ' Il"""R! mob!llCb appoinlmentl inddllIitely.
, The new ruI.. becllll.1IIe1 for hearinss u the Dcmocradc-<X>DlrOlIed COIIllI"'SI took pow... Ibis y.ar. with Arbnsu Sen. Milk Plyor
l.adinS with questilllll 0_Griffin'. appoinlmenL .
, 'They should do the rightlhinf and name moth... interim .ppoinlmenl,· Slid Michael T....... a spokesman for Plyor. 'Let'! get back to the
way the foundinS fathen saw Ihia prcce!I watkin..•
, While Ho""" official! did DOl immediately CODIIIIent Friday on Griffin's decision. 10 a prepuccI !latemenl,Ocpll\1l1e1lt of.IU!lice
spok.swoman Gina TallIlIDIUI Slid Auomey 0encraI Alberto GollZl1ca wu 'disappoiated that Senator PlyOl' would not ouppon TIm's
coDtinnatioa.•

., 'We are pleUed thlt he is willinl to u interim United Silica atlDmey until a candidate is nominated and conlirmed,' Tallmona Slid.
'We wiU continue to work with Ihc Ad:an del.sadon to find a candidate for Ibis position.• .
, Griftln. 38. is a fonn... miliWy lawyer who worked in tbe While Ho_ und... Rove u a special assiollrlt to the presidenl Aller Ihc
lDDDunccmenl, Plyor began makinS calla .bout GriffiD and spoke with former White Ho.... co_I Harriet Mi_ who told him 'Tim Griffin
wu Ibeir penon.' Teasue ssid.
, But while GoD28\c! has Slid lb. appoinlments ue'in no way' political decisiOllI, Griffm acknowledges politics played a role in his
appointment
, ., think lb. reality islbll aU U.S. attorneys ..... political appoinlmenlo. notjl1!ll in oth... !lItes, but aim in Ark.......• GriffIU said. 'The
people Clinton appointed were poIitil:8l appoinlmenlo and people tbollbis pROidentappoints aR political appoinlmenlo. Al lb. end of lb. day.
asain. if this wen: about credentials and qualific.tioDl, we would not be havinS Ihis coavenation.•
, Senators continue 10 debate. biU Iblt would chaose part of the Patriot Actlbat allows !be indefinite appoinlmenlo and retwn to the 120-day
deadline for I.sislativ. approval.
, On Friday. Griffin said it We! premature to discuss what plans he would have if asked to le.ve by the White House. However. he said he
,?"ould like to rcmND in government.
1 .rm not in a ru.sb,- to leave office, Griff'm wd. -I'm honored to be hen: now. -

Th. infonnation contained in thi. communication is intended for Ihe uoo of the desisnaled recipient! named above. If lh. ",adar of this
"llWlication is not the intended recipient. you arc hereby notified that you have received this communication in error. and £hat any re\i~w •
.niDation. Ji3lribution or copyin. of thd communicatioa is strictly prohibited. Ilyou have receiVed. lb.i. communication in error, pleua

n,,,t/jI The AS!OCiated Preoo immediately by 'elophoneat +1-212-621- IUd delete this email. Thank you.
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From: Scott Jennings
<;ent: 2/21/2007 11:24:00 PM

II Mike Britt;

Bcc::
Subject: RE: FYI: western WA US Attorney Update

Awesome.

----_._.__._---'----
From: Mike Britt
sent: Wednesday, February 21, 2007 4:32 PM
To: Scott Jennings
Subject: FYI: Western WA US Attorney Update

-_._-----_._--_._-_._._-_.._.._--

Congressman Reichert Is going to reconvene their selecllon committee to come up with some more namea of possible
rep!llcemenls ,for lh. US Allamey In WnllIm Washington.

I wi. keep you posted.
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'rvml
c4!nt:

.......
Bcx::
Subject:

Oprison. Christopher G,
2/21/20075:19:34 PM

SCott Jennings /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAl COMMIITEE/OU=RNC/CN=REQPIENTS/CN=SJENNINGS;

RE: NM USAITY UPDATE

May take you up on that

----Ori ginal M.."'S.--·
From: Scott Jcminp [!!Il!ill9.:Sl._u@Jl!MJ&Qm]
Sent Wedn.sday, Fcbrull}' 21, 2007 5:18 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher 0.
Subject: R.: NM USATTY UPDATE

Thllllb dude. a..... on m. when w. tinally nail this doWIL

--Original Mcssagc-
From: Oprism. Cbristopber 0. <Cluistopher_0._Opri9Oll@\Vho.cop.goP
To: Scott JCllllinp
Scat: Wed Feb 21 17: 18:132007
Subject: RE:. NMUSATTY UPDATE

Way ahead ofyou - sent it to Monica OoodJing .arIier today 8!ld asked
her to hav. it scheduled ASAP .

--Original Messap-
"''UID: Soott lcmUnp [maillo·Sll!!!l!;n!!!!@..,.b43.COO!)

t: WcdncsIay,FcImwy 21, 2007 5:17 PM
. Scott lC1111ings; Opri-. Christopher 0.

Subjcet: Re: NM USATTY UPDATE

KR CODDcctcd with Domcnici.

KR thinb we ahculd move quickly to interview Bowles.

---Orisinal M....ge­
From: Soott lcmUnp
To: 0prU0u, ChristophcrO. <Cbristopher_0._OpriSOD@who.cop.80V>
Sent: Wed Feb 21 15:37:122007
Subjcet: RE: NM USATTY UPDATE

Ok - let me know when y au "'sch oulto Bowles.

_.-Original Mcssage-
From: 0pris0D. Christoph... 0.
[mail1o:Cbrisloohq Q. Ojlrison@Who.""J!.80V!
Scot: Wednesday, Fcbrull}' 21.20073:08 PM
To: Soott Jcminp
Subject: RE: NM USATTY UPDATE

HeUye.

He and Bibb may know eaeb oth... from the NM National Guard .

Original M....g.----
.n: Scott Jcminp [mMlIIo:SJcnnjnpwwwMJcom]

Sent: Wednesday, Fcbrull}' 21.20071:41 PM
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To;.Oprison. Christopher O.
Subj""t: RE; NM USATTY UPDATE

Ifh. isn't as good lIS Bibb, I 'till think w. r...rv. the right to go
with Bibb - don't you think?

·-Origin.1 M....g.--.
r'rom; Oprison, Christopher O.
[majllo;Chri",ophq O. OnriilOll,wwho.•oP8ov!
Sent: Wedn.sday, Fcbruluy 21. 2007 11:49 AM
To; Scolllcnninga "
Subject: RE: NM USATTY UPDATE

This guy worked for bingaman. Arc w. interviewing him?

---Original M....g.-
From: Scolllcnninga [m.i1to:SJenninllSlwgwb43,comJ
Sclnt: Wednesday, Fcbruluy 21,200711;44 AM
To: Oprison, Christopher O.
Subject: Fw; NM USATTY UPDATE

--original Mcs.....­
From; Karl ROVII
To: Scott Jcnninp
Sent: Wed Feb 21 11:40;46.2007
Subject: Ro: NM USATTY UPDATE

I believe we need to quickly interview thiJI o.w colly.

---OriginalM_­
r..,.,.; Scott Jcnninga

Karl Rove
.: Hugh.., Taylor A. <Taylor_A._Hugh.s@who.cop.gov.>

Sent: Wed Feb 21 11:39:492007
Subject: NM USATTY UPDATE

Ked • Steve aeU fClR'Udcd m•• resume thiJI momins of. new candidalAt
thcy'elliketo alter for USATTY in New Mexioo. His name is Juca Bowles
(I have attacbccI tbc resume in hopco Taylor may be obleto scncIlo the
plane).

I do not knnw Juca; I checked him out with Mickey BamctI this morninl
(one of our IIUsled legal sources) who die! vouch for him. He is.
younger guy who pnlVious\y served in tbc USATTY's office. Why Domcnici
dicln~ senel this guy up in tbe fn place i. beyonel me.

We have two options here •

I) Tcll Damonici we an: continuing with Bibb anel they ncccIto get
behinel it. or

2) Reopen Ihis process and interview Bow les.
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I am going to get a ",ad from Chris Oprison in Coull5Cl on if they think
Ibis i. someone we need to consider. I am sure someone at DOS can give
us a read on BowIe.' past performance LI5 A..i>tant USATTY.

,!
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From: sara Taylor
lit: 2/27/2007 10:49:42 PM

Scott Jennings;
ce::
Bc:c:
SubJ~ FW: Staff Attendance Policy Change - Member Brietlng on the Reasons for the Replacement at U.S. Attorneys

2/28 "

interesting

-Original Messaga­
From: griftln
Sent Tuesday, February 27, 20075:48 PM
To: Salll Taylor
Subject: Fw: Statr Attendance Poley Change - Member Brlellng on the Reasons for the Replcament at U.S. AItomeys2l28
Importllnce: High

Fyi.

-Original Mesaag__

From: "Bob Broolca"
Date: Tue, 27 Feb 2007 17:45:53
To:<grim... .
Subject: Fw: Stetr Attendence Poley Change - Member Brlelng on the Reasons for the Replacement of U.S. AItomeys 2I2S,
-Original Melllag__

,m: Michel, Suzanne
, 0: Bob Broolca
Sent: Tue Feb 27 17:18:54 2007
Subject FW: SllItrAttendance Poley Change - Member BrI.lng on tha Reuonsfor the Replacement of U.S. AItomaya2J28

. BRB. I thought thle waa Interesting.

Suzanne Michel

OInce of Congressman Bob Goodlatte

2240 Rayburn HOB

'MIshlngton. DC 20515

202-225-

-Orfglnal Messag__

From: Woltberg, Elaa

...eot Monday, February 28. 2007 10:10 AM
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To: Judlclary, Oem Staff & LAs; Judlclary, Repub Staff: Judlclary, Rep Leg staff

Subject: Member Brleflng on t~e Reasons for the Replacement of U.S. Attorneys 2128

,he Justice Department wiN be ~ere on Wednesday, February 28, from 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. in Rayburn 2237 to brlafMembelll and
staff members on the reason- for the replacement of U.S. Attorneys. Please nots that the brieftng will be for Members, with one
staff member allowed for ee~ Member In attendance. If a Member Is not able to attend, one slaff member from that Member'S
staff will be allowed to attend the meeting.

,f
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From: sara Taylor
<;em: 2/28/2007 10:26:12 AM
. ': Karl Rove /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE/OU=RNC/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=KR;
,..,_.

sec:
Subject: FW: NM USATTY • urgent Issue

,
Heather is the other member"

From: Jennings, Jeffery S. [mallto:Jeffery_S•.Jennlngs@who.eop,gav]
sent: Wednesday, February 28; 2007 10:17 AM
TOI KR@georgewbush.com; Refdlng. Fred F.; SUllivan, Kevin F.; Perlno, Dana M,; kyle.sampson@Usdoj.gav
CcI sara Taylor
Subject: NM USATTY • urgent Issue
ImporA_: High

I jullt receIVed a telephone ca' from Steve Se', Silt. Domenlcl'a CoS, who urgently reported the foUawlng:

1. Outgoing USATN OllVfd Iglesl.. 1e holdlng a preea conference at 11:30 Eutem thle morning.
2.· Hela allegedly going to say that he wn contllcted by two Memba.- atcang_l...Fa' regaRllng the InveeUgaUan Into

the courthaU118 conettudton collUpllon cue. Intormetton on thIa .. In the follawtng ertlcle:
http;l/wWW.abqlrlb.colll!n!!WJl2OO!lI<!ec;l19l!'1denl!-a1tomIY=R!lDHteD-<!own-!Qlnlal=lnvutlgl

J. He la allegedly going to say that the Me.,. u'lled him to delver Indlctmenlll before November's elecllan. He wiN further
say thllt one at the Membe,., frustrated with hll Inewer, hUnci up on him In anger.

4. He Ie allegedly going ID Ink theee phone caltB with the currantn_ - saying that he belevee thle ultimately led to hie being
asked to resign by OOJ•

....II ssld Domenlcl's Idee's not to respond, and hopefully make this a one day sIOry. They have already been contacted by
~Ialchey Unfortunately, I do not think that they can make an allegation such as th. go away so eaally. They have not
,ftnned to the reporter they were one of thl Membare. .

I am available to dlacllU furthlr - clearly, once thle heppensln AlbUquerqul the reporta,. will be aaklng ODJ. and the 1Ml1Ie
Hause

J. Scott Jennings
SlMfIl-l Aulstsnt to the Pruldant and
Deputy Director, omca of Political Atra're
(20214541-
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Froml Mike Britt
Sent: 3/1/2007 4:46:33 PM

'1 SCott Jennings /O=RfPUBUCAN NATIONAl COMMITTEE/OU=RNC/CN=REClPIENTS/CN=SJENNINGS; sara
Jyfor /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAL COMMITTEE/OU=RNC/CN=REClPIENTS/CN=SMTAYlOR;

Cc:
Bccl
Subject:

FYI:

NY Tlmes Is fishing around about fonner US Attorney John McKay

I just recslved e call from rrrv contacts in WA state about the N_ York TImes fishing around about the John McKay US Altomey
slbJaUon. It looks lib the TImBll wi. be wrfllng a story on this In the next few days.
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From:
C:ent:

.c:
8cc:
Subject:

Sara Taylor
3/2/2007 11:45:13 PM

Scott Jennings;

Re: SOLOMON

; 'Jeffery_S._JennlngsOWho.eop.gov',

No - which is not a good sign. Means presa otIIce asaumes gUilt

--onglnal Message­
From: Scott Jennings
To: Sara Taylor
Sent Fit Mar 02 18:39:52 2007
Subject Re: SOLOMON

AnythIng ful1tler come of this?

--ortglnal Message-
From: Sara Taylor
To: Karl Rove; 'Cana_M._Pannoo
<Jeffery_S._JennlngSOwho.eop.gQlP

·Can_Bllrtlel!GWho.eop.gov' <Cen_BartlellOWho.eop.gov>; "M1.am_K._KeIIeyGwho.eop.gov'
,1Inam_K._KeIleYCl!Who.eop.gov>; Scott Jannlngs .

Sent Fit MlII' 02 17:13:032007
Subject RE: SOLOMON

I have no reconecllon of any such nBl of US allomeys. Could be any number of ne. we produce, but we"'e never had a "US
attomey wish 1st" - the way we do for a boartls aOO comrtUelona. I senously doubt what he claims to have - exists. .

Moat US attomeya come via the R Senatolll, we check the rob out with othelll In the statee - make sure Bush leedelllhip
concurs. Maybe come up with namee via that PfOC"8 If the candidates the R" produce don't pan out with counlel. And, as Kart
palnted out, In tha caH of a commllllllon, we aOO up appalnllng their picks.

From: Karl Rove
Sent Friday, Mllrch 02, 2007 4:07 PM
To: 'Cana_M._Perfno ; Selll Teylor; ·Jetl'ary_S._Jennlngs@Who.eop.gov'
Cc: 'Dan_BartletlCllwho,aop.gov'; '',i'J!lftam_K,_Kelley@who,aop.Jov'
SUbJect: Re: SOLOMON

Arter the feel and to counsels aOO not for tha slola which ar. commlselon r&Commendaftonl and not for al. He has been lold th.
WF1)11g thing.
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From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Sara Taylor; Jennings, Jeffery S. <Jaffery_S._JennlngS@who.eop.gov~; Karl Rove
CC: Bartlett, Dan <Dan_Bar1leItCDwho.eop.gov~;Kelley, William K. <Wl,"am_K._KelleyCDwho.eop.gov~
Sent Fri Mar 02 15:59:02 2007

bject: SOLOMON

.Reporter's been told that Sera/her omce sent a list at nameefor raplacements at the US Attys.

He says this is a SENIOR admin omdal.

Ple_ advlsa
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From:
Sent:
To:
SUbject:

Thank you!

O'Holiaren, Sean B.
Friday, March 02, 2007 6:58 PM
Looney, Andrea B.
Re:Nevada

Have a, great weekend.

-----Original Message----~

From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: O'Hollaren, Sean B~

Sent: Fri Mar 02 18:56:50 2007
Subject: Re: Nevada

Yes, I made sure DOJ spoke details with her wed night.

-----Original Message~---­

From: O'Hollaren, Sean B.
To: Looney, Andrea B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 17: 14: 30 2007
Subject: Re: Nevada

Are you dialed in with Reid folks as well?

~----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: Dunne, Dianna L.; O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 16:50:19 2007
SUbject: Fw: Nevada

Fyi

-----Original Message----­
From: Goodling, Monica
To:. Looney, Andrea B.
Sent: Fri Mar 02 16:11:55 2007
Subject: FW: Nevada

FYI -- Just to loop back, we will not be sending an interim out to Nevada; Rebecca will
let the Senators know we are using the in-house First A~sistant.

.From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Su.bj ect:

Goodling, Monica
Friday, March 02, 2007 4:10 PM
Battle, Michael (USAEO); Seidel, Rebecca; Roehrkasse, Brian
Nowacki, John (USi'l.EO)

~lev.3da

~ike -- The AG is fine with First Assistant United States Attorney Steven Myhre leading
the offic:~ -3.5 Acting United States Attorney until such time dsa nominee for the permanent
posLtion is identified. You can let him knew today.

Brlan-- You can confirm to the media, if you have inquirles, but ~ve do not generally do
press releases when we use First Assistants. (FYI -- You should know that the PIa in the
office is the FAUSA's wife, so there is a conflict there -- sne should not take any calls
,on her husband's service as Acting and we told him to refer aLl calls to you.)



From: Hughes, Taylor A.
C:"nt: 3/2/20072:17:16 PM

Scott Jennings /O=REPUBUCAN NATIONAl. COMMlTTl:E/OU=RNC/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=SJENNINGS;·

Bee:
Subject:

FYI

FW: US AtlDmeys
,I

Froml Bakke, Mary Beth
S<tnt: Friday, March 02, 2007 12:51 PM
To: Hughes, Taylor A.; Herzog, John T.; Buckley, Edward W.; Burdick, Amanda K.; Dryden, Logan E.
0:: Scudder, Michael Y.; Paola, Undsey N. .
Subject: FW: US AtlDmeys

Thank you l'ol" all your responses. Thl. meetlng will lake piece In Mr. Fielding'. oftlce on Mondey; March 5 from 1:00-1:40..
Thanks 8gIIln.
Mary Beth

From: Bakke, Mary Beth
S<tnc: Friday, Mardi 02, 2007 12:22 PM
TOI Hughes, Taylor A.; Herzog, John T.; Buckley, Edward W.; Burdick, Amanda K.; Dryden, Logan E.
0:: Scudder, Michael Y.; Paola, Undsey N.
Subject: FW: US AtlDrneys

Ple_ Ial me know It any Ume between 1-3 worlal beller. Thank you.
Mary Seth

From: Bakke, Mary Beth
s.nt: Friday, Mardi 02, 2007 12:02 PM ,
To. Hughes. Taylor A.; Herzog, John T.; Buckley, Edward W.;Burdlck, Amanda K.; Dryden, Logan e.
CCI 5cudder. Michael Y.; Ke/Jev, WI.1am K.; Paola, Undsev N.
Subject: US AtblmeYS

Mr. Fielding need. to schedule a 30-040 mlnute meetlng on Monday regardlnllU.S. Altomeya with the following perUcfpanlll:

Kalt Rove
eanell WoItr
Tony Snow
KlIVln Sullvan
Joel Kaplan (optional)
Dan BarUaIt
Slil Kelley
Mike Scudder

Please let me know ASAP If 11:30 am works. Thank you.

Mary Seth Bakke
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From: Hughes
'lent: 3/3/20075:12:016 PM

II Scott Jennings;

Bee:
Subject:

No

Re: US Attorneys

--Qrfglna' Massage­
From: Scott Jannlngs
To: Hughes. Taylor A.
Sant Sal Mar 03 09:55:29 2007
Subject: Ra: US Atlomay&

Am I supposed 10 allend this?

--Ql1gInal Massage-
From: Hughee. Taylor A. <Taylor_A._HughasGWho.aop.gov:o
To: Scali Jannlng8
Sant FI1 Mar0214:17:18 2007
Subject: FW: US Attorneys

From: Bakke. Mary Beth
Sant Frldey. Msn:h 02, 2007 12:51 PM
To: Hughes, Taylor A.; Herzog, John T.; Buckley, Edward W.; Burdick, Amanda K.; Dryden, Logan E.
Co: SCUdder, Michael Y.; Paolll, Lindsey N.
Subject: FW: US Altomeya

TIlank you for all your rasponsea. -TIlls meating will lake piece In Mr. F1eldlngcs omce on Monday. March 5 from 1:00-1:40.

Thanks again.

Mary Beth

From: Bakke, Mary 8ath
Sent Frfday; March 02. 200712:22 PM
To: Hughas, Taylor A.; Harzog. John T.; BUckley, Edward W.; BUrdick, Amands K.; Drydsn, Logan E.

Scudder, Michael Y.; Paolll, Lindsey N.
\Jeel: FW: US Altomeys
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Please let me know it any time between 1-3 wol1ta better. Thank you.

'ary Beth

From: Bakke, Mary Bath
Sent Friday, March 02, 2007 12:02 PM
To: Hughes, Taylor A.; Herzog. John T.; Buckley, Edward W.; Burdick, Amanda K; Dryden, Logan E.
Cc: Scudder. Michael Y.; Kelley, Wlllam K.; Paola, Undsey N.
Sub/ad: US Attorneys

Mr. Fleldfng needs to schedule a 3Q-.40 minute meeting on Monday regarding U.S. Attorneys with tha fo//(lWfng perUclpenfa:

Karl ROlle

Candf Weltf

Tony Snow

V"Yin SUlivan

.vel Kaplan (optional)

Dan Bertlett

Bill Kelley

MIke Scudder

Please fet me know ASAP If 11 :30 am worka. Thank you.

Mery Beth Bakke
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From:
Sent:
To:
SUbJect:

Great. Thanks!

Looney. Andrea B.
Monday, March 05. 2007 4:35PM
O'Hollaren. Sean B.
RE: DOJ Us Ally Meeting

-----Original Message----­
From:O'Hollaren, Sean B.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2aO? 4:32 PM
To: Looney, Andrea B.
Subject: Re: DOJ Us Atty Meeting

Yes. And with the uS attorney issues heating up, I ~gree with your callan priorities.

-----Original Message----­
From: Looney, Andrea B.
To: O'Hollaren, Sean B.
CC: Dial, M. Katelin
Sent: Man Mar 05 16:13:30 2007
Subject: FW: DOJ Us. Atty Meeting

Since I need to cover this meeting at Sprn today, will you be up there. to cover the jUdge
votes at 5:301

~rom: Herzog, John T.
Sent: Monday, March as, 2007 4:10 PM
To:: LooneyI' Andrea B.
SUbject: OW: DOJ Meeting
Importance: High

Can you cover this for Candi and Deb? They have a conflict.

Thanks,

John Herzog

Office 0f Legislative Affairs

7he White House

?r0m: P301a, Lindsey N.
:':'flC: ("1on,jay, ;'·1arch 05, :'::.:]07 3: 16 t=M

oro: :-terzoq, .J0hn T.; Burdick, Pllnanda K.; Carroll, I:::-arlton F.; Hughes, Taylor A.; Dryden,
Logan E.; Klunk, Kate A.
Cc: Bakke, Mary Beth
Subject: RE: DOJ ~eeting

This meeting will take place in £E08 211. Sorry for the late notice.
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If you can please let me know if your principal is going to attend that would be great.

Thanks,

Lindsey

From: Paola, Lindsey N.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 3: 08 PM
To: Herzog, John T.; Burdick, Amanda K.; Carroll, Carlton F.; Hughes, Taylor A.i Dryden,
Logan E.; Klunk, Kate A.
Cc: Bakke, Mary Beth
Subject: tw: DOJ Meeting

FYI - location is TBD right now.

~rorn: Kelley, William K.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 3:06 PM
To: .Wolff, Candida P.i Bartlett, Dan; Martin, Catherine; Perino, Dana M.; Rove, Karl C.
Cc: Paola, Lindsey N.; Fielding,' Fred F.
Subject: DOJ Meeting

We are scheduled to me'et with DOJ at 5: 00. All are welcome, Joel thinks it is
particularly important that somebody from OLA, Communications, and Press be present. Many
thanks.

2
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject

Oprison, Christopher G.
Monday, March 05, 2001 8:11 PM
Scudder, Michael Y.
RE: Moschella Oral Testimony

We should let the others know that comments should come to one of us for finalizing
through WHCO, and that we will send the cleared version to DOJ (cc'ing Landon who will
provide a copy to OMS). Happy to take care of it.

-----Original Message--~-­

From: Scudder, Michael Y.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 8:06 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.
Subject: RE: Moschella Oral Testimony

-----original Message----­
From: Kelley, William K.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 7:33 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; Martin, Catherine; Oprison, Christopher G.; Scudder, Michael Y.;
Jordan, Myriah L.
Cc: Fielding, Fred F.
Subject: Fw: Moschella Oral Testimony
Importance: High

•Attached is the revised versionof the oral statement as promised by DOJ. Thx.

-----Original Message----­
From: Sampson, Kyle
To: Kelley, William K.
CC: Oprison, Christopher G.
Sent: Mon Mar 05 19:25:15 2007
SUbject: Moschella Oral Testimony

Sill, can you forward this on to Dana and Cathie (and whomever else in the White House you
deem appropriate) for review and approval? Thanks!,

«Moschella Oral Statement.doc»

Kyle Sam'paon
Chief of Staff
U. So. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-
(202) 305-'
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

1"m taking off.

Scudder, Michael Y.
Monday, March 05, 2007 6:30 PM
Oprison, Christopher G.
Re: Moschella Oral Testimony

Call me on cell or at home if you need anything.

-----Original Message----~

From: Oprison, Christopher G.
To: Scudder, Michael Y.
Sent: Mon Mar 05 20:15:55 2007
Subject: RE: Moschella Oral Testimony

minor edits

----~Original Me5sage~---­

From: Scudder, Michael Y.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 8:06 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.
Subject: RE: Moschella Oral Testimony

-----Original Message----­
From: Kelley, William K.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 7:33 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; Martin, Catherine; Oprison, Christopher G~; Scudder, Michael Y.;
Jordan, Myriah L.
~c: Fielding, Fred F.
Subject: Fw: Moschella Oral Testimony
Importance: High

Attached is the revised versionof the oral statement as promised by DOJ. Thx.

-----Original Message----­
From: Sampson, Kyle
To: Kelley, William K.
CC: Oprison, Christopher G.
Sent: Man Mar 05 19:25:15 2007
Subject: Moschella Oral Testimony

Bill, can you forward this on to Dana and Cathie (and whomever else in the White House you
~eem appropriate) for review and approval? Thanks!

«Moschella Oral statement.doc»

Kyle Sampson
:hlef of .;·taff
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, n.c. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov

1
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William E. Moschella
Opening Statement

Madam Chairman, Mr. Cannon, and Members of the Subcommittee, I appreciate the
opportunity to testify today.

Let me begin by stating clearly that the Department of Justice appreciates the public
service that was rendered hy the seven U.S. Attorneys who were asked to resign last December.
Each is a talented lawyer who served as U.S. Attorney for more than four years, and we have no
doubt they will achieve.success in their future endeavors - just like the 40 or so other U.S. ­
Attorneys who have resigned for various reasons over the last six years.

L,'~UjJl: ;11:'0 -tr"l,:ssJhat onc of the Attorney General's most important responsibilities is to
manage the Department ofJustice. Part of managing the Department is ensuring that the
President's and the Attorney General's priorities and the Department's policies are carried out
consistently and uniformly. Individuals who have the high privilege of serving as presidential
appointees have an obligation to carry out the Administration's priorities and policies.

U.S. Attorneys in the field (as wen as Assistant Attorneys General here in Washington)
:lrcduty hound 1I0t only to.mak~prosccutorial decisions. but also to imnlement and Jurrher (he
\dminiSlral'ioll anel D~"anlllent"3 prioririt:s and poli~y decisiuns. In currying out these

n,:sflllllsibilirics.tbcy serve at the pleasure ofthe. President and report to the Attorney Genera\. if
;1 'illtl~ment is 1l1atlt: rhat!hey are not executing their responsibilities in' a manner that furthers the
managem~nt and policy goals ofdepartmental leadership, then· it is appropriate that they. be
asked to resign so that they can be replaced by other individuals who will.·

To be clear, it was for reasons related to policy, priorities and management - what has
been referred to broadly as "performance-related" reasons - that these U.S. Attorneys were asked
to resign. I ',\ ;lilt [I) ~llllJha::-i.1eJhat the Department - out ofrespect for the U.S. Attorneys at
issue - would have preferred"not to talk at aU about those reasons,but disclosures in the press
and requests for information from Congresa altered those best laid plans. In hindaighl, this
situation could have been bandied better. These U.S. Attorneys could bave been informed at the
time they were asked to resign about the reasons for the decision. Unfortunately, our failure to
provide reasona to these individual U.S. Attorneys has only served to fuel wild and inaccurate
speculation about our motives, and that is unfortUnate because faith and confidence in our justice
system is more important than anyone individual.

That said, the Department stands by the decisions. It is clear tbat after closed door
briefings with House and Senate members and staff, some agree with the reasons that form the
basis for our decisions and some disagree - such is the nature ofsubjective judgments. JuSt
because you might disagree with a decision, does not mean it was made for improper political
reasOns - there were appropriate reasons for each decision.

One troubling allegation is that certain of these U.S. Attorneys were asked to resign
because ofactions they took or didn't take relating to public corruption cases. These charges are
dangerous, baseless and irresponsible. This Administration has never removed a U.S. Attorney

Deleted: Qui_.- ----._"._---_._-_._-
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10 retaliate against them odnterfere with or inappropriately influence a public corruption case.
Not once.

The Attorney General and the Director of the FBI both have made public corruption a
high priority. Integrity in gove!""ment and trust in our public officials and institutions is
paramount .Without question, tbe Department of Justice's record is one ofgreat
accomplishment that is unmatched in recent memory. The Department has not pulled any
punches or shown any political favoritism. Public corruption investigations are neither rushed
nor delayed for improper purposes. '

Some, particularly in the other body, claim that the Department's reasons for askinglhese
U.S. Attorneys to resign was to make way for preselected Republican lawyers to be appointed
and circumvent Senate confirmation. The facts, however, prove otherwise. After the seven U.S.
Attorneys were asked to resign last December, the Administration immediately began consulting
with home-state Senators and other home-state political leaders about possible candidates for
nomination.' Indeed, the facts are that since March 9, 2006, the date the Attorney General's new
appoinbnent authority went into effect, the Administration has nominated 16 individuals to serve
as U.S. Attorney and 12 have been confirmed. FUrthermore, 18 vacancies have arisen since
March 9, 2006. Of those 18 vacancies, the Administration (I) has nominated candidates for six
of them (and of those six, the Senate has confirmed three of them); (2) has interviewed
candidates for eight of them; and (3) is working to identify candidates for the remaining four of
them. Let me repeat what has been said repeatedly and what the record reflects: the
Administration is committed to having a Senate-confirmed U.S. Attorney in every single federal
district.

In conclusion, let me make three points: First, although the Deparbnent stands by the
decision to ask these U.S. Attorneys to resign, it would have been much better to have addressed
the relevant issues up front with each of them. Second, the Deparbnent has not taken tmy action
to influence any public corruption case - and would never do so. Third, the Administration did
not intend to circumvent the confmnation prace,s5.

[ would be happy to take your questions.
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From:
Sent:
To:

Cc:
Subject:

Oprison. Christopher G.
MOnCay, Maren 05. 2001 8.39 PM
Perino, Dana M.; Kelley, William K.; Scudder, Michael Y.; Martin. Catherine; Jordan, Myriah
L.
Fielding, Fred F.
RE: Moschella Oral Testimony

IIIl take care of that once I get sign off from everyone_

-----Original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 8:38 PM
To: Kelley, Willia~ K.i Scudder, Michael Y.; Martin, ·Catherine; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Jordan, Myriah L.
Cc: Fielding, Fred F.
Subj ect: Re: Moschella Oral Testimony

Are you in touch with kyle or will to make the changes?

-----Original Message----­
From: Kelley, William K.
To: Perino, Dana M.; Scudder, Michael Y.; Martin, Catherin~; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Jordan, Myriah L.
CC: Fielding, Fred F.
Sent: Mon Mar 05 20:36:38 2007
Subject: Re: Moschella Oral Testimony

So do r.

-----original Message----­
From: Perino, Dana M.
To: Scudder, Michael Y.; Kelley, Willia~ K.; Martin, Catherine; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Jordan, Myriah L.
cc: Fielding, Fred F.
Sent: Mon Mar 0520:33:25 2007
Subject: Re: Moschella Oral Testimony

I agree with your points, mike

-----Original Message-~--­

From: Scudder, Michael Y.
To: Kelley, WilliamK.; Perino, Dana M.; Martin, Catherine; Oprison, Christopher G.;
Jordan, Myriah L.
CC: Fielding, Fred F.
Sent: Mon Mar 05 20:20:53 2007
Subject: RE: Moschella Oral Testimony

I have suqqested a few edits in the attached. My only concern is with paragraph 3. I do
~ct 1~21i~ve it lays with enouqh clarity that US Attorneys ~re 'Jbliqed nat .Jnly to mak~

~c:'secu!:.eJ.c.Lil.decisions, but d130 to implement the Administration dnd AG' 5 priorities. and
policy decisions. I also believe DOJ should say about the need for a judgment to be made
if a particular USA is not performing satisfactorily.

For those on a blackberry, here is the DOJ language and my suggested edits:

DOJ language:

u.s. Attorneys in the field (as well as Assistant Attorneys General here in Washington)
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are tasked with making prosecutorial decisions - but that responsibility does not change
or alter in any way the fact that they serve at the pleasure of the President and report
to the Attorney General in the discharge of their offices. Nor does it change or alter
the fact that if they are not executing their responsibilities in' a manner that furthers
the management aud polici goals of depazLmcl1Lal leader:!ni!" 'efte", i'E ,is al3}ilE8!1Eia,15:e t.l:l:a1s
they be asked to resign so that they can be replaced by other individuals who will.

Proposed revision:

u.s. Attorneys in the field (as well as Assistant Attorneys General here in Washington)
are duty bound not only to make prosecutorial decisions, but also to implement and further
the- Administration and Department's priorities and policy decisions. In carrying- out
these responsibilities they serve at the pleasure of the President and report to the
Attorney General.. If a judgment is made that they are not executing their
responsibilities in a manner that furthers the management and policy goals of departmental
leadership, then it is appropriate that they be asked to resign so that they can be
replaced by other individuals who will.

Chris Oprison will collect the comments and clear with DOJ;

-----Original Message----­
From: ·Kelley, William K.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 7:33 PM
To: Perino, Dana M.; Martin, Catherine; Oprison, Chris~opher G.; Scudder, Michael Y.;
Jordan, Myriah L.
ec: Fielding, Fred F.
Subject: Fw: Moschella Oral· Testimony
Importance: High

Attached is the revised versionof the oral statement as promised by DOJ. Thx.,

-----Original Messaqe----­
From: Sampson, Kyle
To: Kelley, William K.
cc: Oprison, Christopher G.
Sent: Mon Mar 05 19:25:15 2007
Subject: Moschella Oral Testimony

Bill, can you forward this on to Da~aand Cathie (and whomever else in the White House you
deem appropriate) for review and approval? Thanks!

«Moschella Oral Statement.doc»

Kyle Sampson
Chief·of Staff
u.s. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20530
(202) 514-2001 wk.
(202) 305- cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Scudder, Michael Y.
I uesday, March 06. ZOOt 8:01 AM
Oprison, Christopher G.
RE: Testimony for Tuesday

I thought this testimony was going to·be 3-4 sentences and simply stating that DOJ would
work wI Congress on the bill.

Th~t said, I do not object to this longer version. If we choose to comment, I'm in favor
of asking DOJ to' consider softening the rhetoric (e.g.,' --'Irepeat never--",
"irresponsibly undermines"). In my view, that language is distr-acting and not in keeping
with a spirit of wanting to work wi Congress to reach an accommodation.

-----Original Message----­
From: Oprison, Christopher G.
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 10:15 PM
To: Kelley, William K.; Fielding, Fred F.; Scudder, Michael Y.
Cc: Gibbs, Landon M.
Subject: FW: Testimony for Tuesday

-----Oriqinal Message----­
From: Hertling, Richard
Sent: Monday, March OS, 2007 8:46 PM
To: Oprison, Christopher G.
Subject: Fw; Testimony for Tuesday

This will be coming to OMB for clearance.

-----Original Message----­
From: Scott-Finan, Nancy
To: Silas, Adrien
cc: Hertling, Richard; Moschella, William; Elston, Michael (ODAG); Goodling,. Monica;
Sampson, Kyle; Nowacki, John (USAEO); Mercer, William W; Scqlinos, Tasla; Roehrkasse,
Brian
Sent: Mon Mar 05 20:45:05 2007
Subject: Testimony for Tuesday

Attached is the revised and edited testimony to be sent to OMB. Adrien, you will notice
that in my own ini «DRAFT Moschella Testimony4.wpd» «DRAFT Moschella Testimony4.wpd»
mita-ble way I managed to strip the seal and header off the cover page. Pis get from OMS a
sense of when this will be cleared.
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

. Perino, Dana M.
Sunday, March 04, 2007 9:25 AM
Brian.Roehrkasse
Fw: NYT - A New Mystery to Prosecutors: Their Lost Jobs

The wp was much better than this. Plus they really distort harriet's involvement.

-----Original Message----­
From: White Hot\se News Update
To: Perino, Dana M.

. Sent: Sun Mar 04 09:09:04 2007
Subject: NYT - A New Mystery to Prosecutors: Their Lost Jobs

A New Mystery to Prosecutors: Their Lost Jobs

By DAVID JOHNSTON, ERIC LIPTON and WILLIAM YARDLEY, The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 3 - After DanieLG. Bogden got the call in December telling him that he
was being dismissed as .the united States attorney in Nevada, he pressed for an
explanation.

Mr. Bogden, who was named the top federal prosecutor in Nevada in 2001 after 11 years .of
working his way up at the Justice Department, asked an- official at the agency's
headquarters if the firing was related to. his performance or to that of his office. "That

. didn' t enter into the' equation," he said he was told.

After several more calls, Mr. Bogden reached a senior official who offered an answer.
uThereis a window of opportunity to put candidates into an office like mine, 11 Mr. Bogden
said, recalling the conversation. llThey were attempting to open aslet and bring someone
else in."

The ouster of Mr._ BogdeQ. and seven other United States attorneys has set, 'off a furor in
Washington that took~ the Bush administration by surprise.

Summoning five of .the dismissed prosecutors for hearings on 'Tuesday, the newly ernpower~d
Congressional Democrats have charged that the mass firing is a political purge, intended
to squelch corruption investigations or install less independent-minded successors.

Interviews with several of the prosecutors, Justice Department officials, lawmakers and
others provide new details and a fuller picture of the events behind the dismissals. Like
Mr. Bogden, some prosecutors believetheY'were forced out for replacements who could gild
resumes; several heard that favored candidates had been identified.

Other prosecutors may have been vulnerable becau~e they had had run-ins with the Justice
Department, not over corruption cases against Republicans, but on less visible issues.

,Paul Charlton in Arizona, for example, annoyed Federal Bureau of Investigation officials
by pushing for confessions to be tape~recorded, while John McKay in Seattle had championed
a computerized law enforcement information-sharing system that'Justice Department
officials did not want. Carol C. Lam of San Dieg0, whp successfully prosecut~d former
Representative Randy Cunningham; had drawn complaints that- she was'not sufficiently
aggressive on imm~gration cases.

Justice Department officials deny that the dismissals were politically motivated or that
the action resulted from White House pressure.

Brian Roehrkasse, an agency spokesman, said, "These d'ecisions were based on the individual
concerns about each u.S. attorney's overall performance. This included performance
concerns about ineffectively prosecuting departmental priority areas/ failure to follow
departmental guidelines, or just overall concerns about an ability to le~d and effectively
manage a u.S. attorney's office."
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United States attorneys have four-year terms but can be removed at any time, and for
almost any reason.

But across the country, legal and public, officials have expressed dismay over the firings.
In Western Michigan, for example, lawyers and a federal judge carne to the defense of
Margaret M. Chiara, the United States attorney there, saying she was well regarded.

"It just doesn't look right," said James S. B'rady, who was United States attorney in
wes"tern Michigan during the Carter administration. "It compromises .the credibility that
justice is being dealt with fairly and impartially. There is a fear that politics have
entered in life and death situations."

Discussions began in October at the JUstice Department about removing prosecutors who were
considered flawed or deficient in carrying out administration policy by law enforcement
officials, lawmakers and others, several officials said. The White House eventually
approved the list and helped notify Republican lawmakers before the Dec: 7 diSmissals,
officials said.

While Justice Department officials expected that top assistant prosecutors in each office
would probably fill the jobs initially, the officials said they had not chosen permanent
successors. However ,officials krte·w that if ~he replacements were to have a, substantial
tenure before Mr. Bush left office, they need!=d to be named quickly.

The list of prosecutors who were targets was approved by Attorney General Alberto R.
Gonzales and the deputy attorney general, Paul J. McNulty, the day-to-day manager of the
Justice Department since he was appointed in the fall of 2005.

under Mr. Gonzales, Mr. McNulty has become a powerful deputy with a wide-ranging
portfolio. He was a United States attorney in Virginia, but he worked in Congress for more
than a decade and was once legal counsel to the House majority leader. He is regarded in
legal circles as more attuned to policy ~nd p'olitics than his predecessor, James B., Corney,
a former career prosecutor in New York'.

That leadership change may. explain the removal of prosecutors who had mbstly been in place
since the start of the Bush administration.

"land my colleagues are the same people. in December of 2006 that we were in 2001," said
one former prosecutor who would speak only on the condition of anonymity. "The only thing
that" has changed. is: the: administration of the Department of Justice. We were making the
same argurnents- and the same.'points before. II

Justice Department officials, who would speak about the department's decision making only
anonymously because they. were n~t authorized to discuss personnel matters publicly, now
acknowledge tha,t the dismissals were mishandled. They failed to anticipate how much
attention the highly unusual group firing would draw, and the agency's contradictory
accounts about whether the dismissals were perfo~ance-relatedhelped spur suspicions.

In one case, they said that they were, unaware of concerns by United States Attorney David
C. Iglesias of New Mexico, which he has expressed pUblicly in recent days, about being
pressured by two Republican ,lawmakers to rush indictments before last November's elections
in a contract kickback investigation involving a former state Democratic official. New
Mexico has three Republicans in Congress; Representative Steve Pearce has said he did not
call Mr. Iglesias, while aides to Senator Pete V. Domenici and Representative Heather A.
Wilson have said they would not comment.

The Justice Department still appears to have an uphill battle in convincing lawmakers that
its actions were justified. Several Congressional officials who have been briefed on the
decis10n making said they were not persuaded that the firings were a well intended if
botched effort to oust a few problem prosecutors among the country's 93 Uni~ed States
attorneys.

Some said they suspected that the administration hoped to install its favorites in the
jobs, as they did when J. Timothy Griffin, a prosecutor who had'worked for Karl Rove, the
White House political adviser, was chosen as the temporary replacement for H.. E. Cummins
III of Arkansas. Mr. Cummins was told last summer to step down after Harriet E. Miers, the
former White House counsel, met with Mr. Gonzales's staff on Mr. Griffin's behalf.
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Even Republicans who are generally supportive of the administration expressed skepticism
about the Justice Department's explanations.

Former Senator Slade Gorton of Washington said, liThe administration has a perfect right to
ask people to leave and appoint other ones just because they want turnover."

But he said he was unhappy that Mr. McKay, the Seattle prosecutor, was dismissed. He waS
very effective, Mr. Gorton said, and it was a mistake for the Justice Department to
characterize the firing as performance related.

Mr. -McKay, who is' among the ousted prosecutors who have been summoned to testify befor~

Congress, has said little about his dismissal. In interviews this week, officials in
Seattle said he was a strong advocate for the expansion 'of law enforcement powers under
the USA Patriot Act and a determined prosecutor who reorganized the office and allowed
senior assistants to focus on complex cases.

"Institutions need 'to go through a period of renewal to be energized,1I said Norm Maleng,
the King County prosecuting attorney. ".That's what John did. He took it to a higher
level. II

Jeffrey C. Sullivan, who served as chief of criminal investigations under Mr. McKay and
hopes to succeed him" said he was asked by th~ Justice' Department to describe how the
office had enacted lithe attorney general-_' s_ priorities." He said he responded that Mr.
McKay created drug and gang task forces and pursued antiterrorism initiatives.

Mr. McKay had led efforts to start a computer system_allowing law enforcement officials in
the Seattle region to collect and analyze crime data. The program helped make him popular
.in local law enforcement circles" but his a-ssociates believed that Justice Department· and
F.B.I. officials in Washington objected, believing that such efforts should be undertaken
on the· national level.

Many Republicans and law enforcement officials in Washington say they are puzzled about
the dismis-sal of Mr. McKay, whose brother is a former united_.stat~s attorney in Seattle
who was the -state vice c~airman of Mr. Bush's 2004 campaign.

Chris Vance, a former chairman of the state Republican party, said-some conservative
activists were upset when Mr. McKay did not pursue a voter fraud investigation_ after a
close election for governor was·: won by a Democrat in: 2004; but that none of them had_
in£luence with the White House. Mr. Vance said in consulting with national party leaders
at the time, Mr. McKay waS' not mentioned.

"They never said to me, \Why isn't John McKay doing something?' tI he said. IIThat never
came up. II

Justice Department officials said they regarded Mr. Bogden as competent but insufficiently
aggressive, although they acknowledge that his removal was a tough call.

Mr. Bogden, whose last day was Wednesday; remains bitter about his dismissal. A Justice
Department official said Mr. Bogden's conversation with the agency official who told him
he was being moved out to make way for· someone new was an effort to express sympathy for
his ~,ituation, not an indication that his ,successor had already been chosen.

"You would think that you would be evaluated on your record, what your office has been
able to achieve and what you have been able to accomplish as a United States attorney,1I
Mr. Bogden said. IIYou hear something like that, there ~s a sense of disbelief."

David Johnston and Bric Lipton reported from Washington, and William Yardley from Seattle.

You are currently subscribed to News Update (wires) as:
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave-whitehouse-news­
wires-100800SM@list.whitehouse.gov
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From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Roehrkasse, Brian
Sunday, March 04, 2007 10:05 AM
Perino, Dana M.
Re: NYT - A New Mystery to Prosecutors: Their Lost Jobs

I know ....which is change consider the post coverage with eggen has been SO bad. But the
post brings in john solomon and becomes far more fair in their coverage and the times
brings in eric lipton and becomes far worse.

-----original Message---~­

From: Perino, Dana M. .
To: Roehrkasse, Brian
Sent: Sun Mar 04 09:25:00 2007
Subject: Fw: NYT - A New Mystery to Prosecutors: Their Lost Jobs

The·wp Was much better than this. plus they really distort harriet's involvement.

--c--OriginaIMessage-----
From: White Hous.e News Update
To: Perino, Dana M.
Sent: Sun Mar 04 09:09:04 2007
Subject: NYT - A New Mystery to Prosecutors: Their Lost Jobs

A New Mystery to Prosecutors: Their Lost Jobs

By DAVID JOHNSTON, ERIC LIPTON and WILLIAM YARDLEY, The New York Times

WASHINGTON, March 3 - After Daniel G.. Bogden got the call in December telling him that he
was being dismissed as the United states attorney in Nevada, he pressed for an
explanation.

Mr", Bog.cieoi whowas-na-med the top federal pro.secutor in Nevada in 2001 afteJ:."c 11, years of'
working.- his- way up at the' Justice Depa~tment" asked an official at the agency's
headquarters if the firing. was related to -his'- performance or to that of his office. "That

. didn' t enter into the equation," 'he said he was' told.

After several more calls, Mr. Bogden reached a senior official who offered an answer.
uThere'is a window of opportunity to put candidates' into an office like mine, II Mr'. Bogden
said, recalling the conversation. "They were attempting, to open a slot and "bring someone
else in."

The ouster of Mr. Bogden and seven other United States attorneys has set off a furor in
Washington that took the Bush administration by surprise.

Summoning five of the dismissed prosecutors for hearings on Tuesday, the newly empowered
Congressional Democrats have charged that the mass firing is a political purge, intended
to squelch corruption investigations or install less independent-minded successors.

Interviews with several of the prosecutors, Justice Department of,ficials, lawmakers and
others provide new details and a fuller picture of the events behind the dismissals. Like
Mr. Bogden, some prosecutors believe they were forced out for replacements who could gild
reSUmeSj several heard that favored candidates had b~en identified.

Other prosecutors may have been vulnerable because they had had run-ins with the Justice
Department, not over corruption cases against Republicans, but on less visible issues.

Paul Charlton in Arizona, for example, annoyed Federal Bureau of Investigation officials
by pushing for confessions to be tape-recorded, while John McKay in Seattle had championed
a computerized law enforcement information-sharing system that Justice Department
officials did not want. Carol C. Lam of San Diego, who successfully prosecuted former
Representative Randy Cunningham, had drawn complaints that she was not sufficiently
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aggressive on immigration cases.

Justice Department officials deny that the dismissals were politically motivated or that
the action resulted from White House pressure.

Brian Roehrkasse, an agency spokesman, said, "These decisions were based 'onthe individual
concerns about each U.S. attorney's overall performance. This included performance
concerns about ineffectively prosecuting departmental priority areas, failure to follow
departmental guidelines, or just overall concerns about an ability to lead and effectively
manage a U.S. attorney's office."

United States attorneys have four-year ~erms but can be removed at any time, and for
almost any reason.

But across the country, legal and public officials have ·expressed dismay over the firings.
In western Michigan, for ,example, lawyers and a federal judge came to the defense of
Margaret M. Chiara, the United States attorney there, saying she was well regarded.

nIt just doeen' t look right, II said James S. Brady, who was United Sf~tes attorney in
Western Mi,chigan during the Cart.er administrat'ion~ "It compromises the credibility that
justice is being dealt with fairly and impartially. There is a fear that politics have
entered in life and death situations." .

Discussions began in October at the Justice Department about removing prosecutors- who were
considered flawed or deficient in carrying out _administration policy-by law enforcement
officials, lawmakers and others, several officials said:. The White House eventually
approved the list and helped notify Republican lawmakers before the Dec. ·7 dismissals,
officials said.

While Justice Department officials expected that top assistant prosecutors in each office
would probably fill the jobs initially, the officials said they had not chosen permanent
successors. However, officials knew that if the replacements were to have a substantial
tenure before Mr. Bush left office, they needed to be named quickly.

The list of prosecutors who were targets was approved by Attorney General Alberto R.
Gonzales, and the deputy attorney general, Paul J.McNulty, the day-to-day manager of the
Justice Department since he was appointed in the fall of 2005.

Under Mr. Gonzales, Mr. McNulty "hasc become a'powerful deputy with a- wide-ranging
portfolio. He was a United States attorney in Virginia; but he worked in Congress for more
than a decade and was once legal counsel to the House ,majority leader. He is regarded in
legal circles as _more· attuned to policy and politics than his predecessor, James B. Comey,
a former career prosecutor in New York.

That leadership change may explain the removal of prosecutors who had mostly be~n in place
since the start of the Bush administration.

"I and my colleagues are -the same people in December of 2~06 that we -were in 2001,11 said
one former pro.secutor who would speak only on the condition of anonymity. "The only thing
that has changed is the administration of the Department of Justice. We were making the
same arguments and t:he same points before."

Justice Department officials_, who would speak about the department's decision making only
anonymously because they were not authorized to discuss personnel matters publicly, now
acknOWledge that the dismissals were mishandled. They failed to anticipate how much
attention the highly unusual group firing would draw, and the agency's contradictory
accounts about whether the dismissals were performance-related helped spur suspicions.

In one case, they said that they were unaware of concerns by United States Attorney David
C. Iglesias of New Mexico, which he has expressed publicly in recent days, about being
pressured by two Republican lawmakers to rush indictments before last November's elections
in a contract kickback investigation involving a former state Democratic official. New
Mexico has three Republicans in Congress; Representative Steve Pearce has said he did not
call Mr. Iglesias,while aides to Senator Pete V. Domenici and Representative Heath~r A.
Wilson have said they would not comment.

The Justice Department still appears to have an uphill battle in convincing lawmakers that
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its actions were justified. Several congres.sional officials who haye been briefed on the
decision making said they were not persuaded that the firings were a well intended if
botched effort to oust a few problem prosecutors among the country's 93 United States
attorneys.

Some said they suspected ~that the administration hoped to install its favorites in the
jobs, as they did when J. Timothy Griffin, a prosecutor who had worked for Karl Rove, the
white House political adviser, was chosen as the temporary ,replacement for H. E. Cummins
III of Arkansas. Mr. Cummins was told last summer to step down after Harriet E. Miers, the
former White House counsel, met with Mr. Gonzales's staff on Mr. Griffin's behalf.

Even Republicans who ~re generally supportive of the administration expressed skepticism
about the Justice Department's explanations.

Former Senator Slade Gorton of Washington said, "The administration has a perfect right to
ask people to leave and appoint other ones just because they want turnover."

But he said he was unhappy that Mr. McKay, the Seattle prosecutor, was dismissed. He was
very effective, Mr. Gorton said, and it was a mistake for the' Justice Department to
characterize the firing as performance related.

Mr. McKay-, who .is 'among the ousted prosecutors who have been summoned to testify before
Congress" . has- said little 'about his disn.'tissal. In interyiews this week, .off.icials in
seattle said he was a strong advocate for the expansion of law enforcement powers under
the USA Patriot Act and a determined prosecutor~who reorganized the office and allowed
senior assistants td focus on complex cases.

"Institutions need 'to go thI:"ough a:. period of' renewal to be energized," said Norm Maleng,
the King County prosecuting attorney. "That'-s what John did. He took it to -a higher
level."

Jeffrey C. Sullivan, who served as chief of criminalinvestigatioos under Mr. McKay and
hopes. to" succeed him, said he was asked by the Justice Department to describe how the
office had enacted "the attorney general's_ priorities." He said he responded that Mr.
McKay created drug, and gang task forces and pursued. antiterrorism initiatives.

Mr. McKay had led efforts to start a computer system allowing law enforcement officials in
the Seattle region to collect and analyze crime data. The program helped make him popular
in local law enforcement circles" but his associates-, believed that Justice Department and
F.B.I. officials in Washington objected, believing that such efforts should be undertaken
on the national level.

Many Republicans and law enforcement officials in Washington say they are puzzled about
the dismissal of Mr. McKay, whose.brot~er is a former United states attorney in seattle
who was the state vice chairman of Mr. Bush's 2004 campaign.

Chris vance, a former chairman of the state Republican party,· said some conseryative
activists were upset when Mr. McKay did not pursue a voter fraud investigation -after a
close election for governor was won by a Democrat in 2004, but that none of them had
influence with the White House. Mr. Vance said in consulting with national party leaders
at the time, Mr. McKay was not mentioned.

"They never said to me, 'Why isn't John McKay doing some'thing?' " he said. "That never
carne up."

Justice Department officials said they regarded Mr. Bogden as competent but insufficiently
aggressive, although they acknowledge that his removal was a tough call.

Mr. Bogden, whose last day was Wednesday, remains bitter about his dismissal; A Justice
Department official said Mr. Bogden's conversation with the agency official who told him
he was being moved out to make way for someone new was an effort to express sympathy for
his situation, not an indication that his successor had already been chosen.

"You would think that you would be evaluated on your record, what your office has been
able to achieve and what you have been able to accomplish as a United States attorney,"
Mr. Bogden said. "You hear something like that, there is a sense of disbelief-."
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David Johnston and Eric Lipton reported from Washington, and William Yardley from Seattle.

You are currently subscribed to News Update (wires) as:
To unsubscribe send a blank email to leave~whitehouse-news­

wires-100800SM@list.whitehouse.gov
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