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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

March 4, 2009

Dear Chairman Conyers and Mr. Floed:

I have enclosed with this letter an Agreement Concerning Accommodation (the “Agreement”)
that outlines a plan to resolve a dispute that arose during President Bush's Administration
concerning the enforcement of Committee subpoenas. Both the Bush Administration and the

* House Judiciary Committee have confirmed to me orally and in writing that they haveaccepted
the terms of the enclosed Agreement. Both the Bush Administration and the Committee also
have committed to work in good faith'to resolve any issues or questions that may arise during the
execution of the Agreement. My Office will continue to work with both parties to implement the
- Agreement. '

President Obama is pleased that the parties have agreed to resolve this matter amicably, and he
- appreciates the work of the Committee, its staff, and the former Bush Administration.

Please contact me with any questions.

Sincerely, T
//_,/(J [T
Gl
Gregdry B. Craig
Counsel to the President

Enclosure

Hon. John Conyers Jr.
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary
1J.S. House of Representatives

Emmet T. Flood, Esq.
Counsu[ for President George W. Bush



Agreement Concerning Accommodatlon
Committee on the Judiciary, US House of Representatives v. Harriet Miers et al.
Civil Action No. 08-0409 (JDB)

This document describes the terms of an accommodation agreement between the Bush
Administration and the House Judiciary Committee to fesolve the U.S. Attorneys maiter finally.
The parties agree in good faith to resolve any outstanding questions with a view toward ending
the entire matter between the parties. The.Obama Administration and the House Judiciary
Committee will execute a separate agreement concerning the final disposition of the ongoing
litigation.

Interviews

The House Judiciary Committee (the “Committee™) will interview Karl Rove and Harriet
Miers, but there will be no additional interviewees / witnesses (subject to the one
exception below). The interviews will be conducted as soon as possible, consistent with
needed preparation time and the availability of the witnesses and their counsel. Afierthe
conclusion of the interviews, the Committee reserves its right to seek public testimony
from Mr Rove and Ms. Miers.

o The Committee has no current intention to seek interviews of any
additional former Bush White House personnel. However, if information
comes to light necessitating an interview from former Bush White House
official William Kelley, the interview will be conducted pursuant to the
terms of this agreement.

Transeripts of interviews will be created and promptly provided to all involved parties.

The scope of the interviews will be limited to: (1) facts relating to the evaluation of,
decision to dismiss, or decision to replace the former U.S. Attorneys in question; the
alleged decisions to retain certain U.S. Attorneys; and any allegations of selective
prosecution related thereto; and (2) testimony or representations made by Department of
Justice officials to Congress on the U.S. Attorneys matter. For the period beginning on
March 9, 2007 (the date of the Committee’s first written demand for.information from the
White House), interviews will not include the content of conversations involving: (i) Mr.
Rove and members of the White House Counsel’s office; or (ii) Ms. Miers and members:
of the White House Counsel’s office. In the case of Mr. Rove, the interview also will
include facts relating to the prosecution of Alabama governor Don Siegelman.

As to official privileges, counsel will direct witnesses not to respond to questions only
when questions relate to communications to or from the President or when questions are
outside the scope of questioning set forth above. :

The following counsel may attend the interviews: counsel for the interviewee, Committee -
majority, Committee minority, the President, and the former President.

" Interviewees will be allowed a reasonable period of time to review relevant documents in
advance of the interview. | '



'« Reasonable logistical details (e.g., venue, time limitation, etc.) will be set in advance.

Documents

+ With the exception of 4 pages of particularly sensitive privileged material (which will be
described for Committee staff by a representative of the former President), Committee
staff (majority and minority) will be allowed to review the documents for the period
December 2004 through March 8, 2007, Documents subpoenaed by the Commlttee from
Harrlet Mlers will be treated in the same manner.

. _Thc foregoing documents will be provided to Committee staff (majority and minority) at
a reasonable time in advance of the interviews.

* Asto documents post-dating March 8, _2007, the following will be made available for
‘Committee review only and a copy will not be produced to the Committee:

- The final draft of the Scudder Memorandum;

" = Any factual chrono!o.gy prepared by the Department of Justice Office of Legal
Counsel in the possession of the White House; and

. Any documcnts showing White House inputs or edits to Congressxonal
testimony of Department of Justice officials on the subject of the U.S. Attorneys
matter ‘

Copies of the aforementioned documents will be made available for the Committee’s use
during interviews conducted pursuant to this agreement. The Committee will return and
- will not retain any such copies at the conclusion of the respective interviews.

¢ Inaddition, the former Administration will conduct a timely review to identify: (1) any
documents sent to/from White House personnel to/from third parties other than
Department of Justice personnel; and (2) any documents referenced i in the
aforementioned Scudder Memorandum or OLC chronologies shown to the Committee.
The former Administration will consider making some or all of thie above material

- available to the Committee (in the same manner as the other post-March 8, 2007

documents described above). This process will be completed and the issue reso!ved prior
to the interviews described in this agreement.

. DoCuments and their corntents will remain confidential through the time of completion of
the last interview. At that time, copies of documents provided to the Commitiee and/or
contents of documents reviewed by the Committee may be made public. The transcripts
discussed above may be made public after the completion of the last interview and after
counsel has had a reasonable opportunity to review them for accuracy. No document or
part of any document and no description or partial description of any document shall be
disclosed to any other person until after the completion of the last interview.



Litigation

e The existing htlgatlon will be stayed or the brleﬁng schedule extended in such a way as
to serve as the equwalent of a stay untll at least the completion of the interviews.

¢ The Committee re.tains its rights to challenge any assertion of prmlege over questlons
and documents for the period December 2004 through March 8 2007.

e The Committee will not argue that this accommodation operates as a bar or waiver of the
current or former Administration’s existing rights, including but not limited to the right to
argue jurisdictional objections, claims of immunity, or claims of executive privilege






Sampson; Kyle

Frotn: Sarmipson, Kyle

Sent: . o Sunday, January 09, 2005 7:34 PM
e -1 . 'David_G._lLeitth@who.eap.gav'
. Subject: RE: Question from Karl Rove

"Juaée arnd I discusséd briefly a couple of weeks ago. My thoughts are:

1. As a legal matter, U.S. Attorneys.serve a 4-year term and may holdover indefinately-
thereafter (all at the pleasure of the President, of course). None of ‘the President's
U.8. Attorney appointees have served a full term yet -- the first were confirmed in
‘September 2001, and many were confirmed during the 12 months thereafter. Although they
gerve at the pleasure of the President, it would be weird tod ask them to .leave before

. cempleting at least a 4-year term. . - ) . -

2. As an historical mattér, U.S. Attorneys served at least until the expiration of their
d-year teim, even whére an election changed the party in power -- until Presidert Qlinton
fired the Bushil-appointed U.S. attorneys in 1993, nearly all of whom wére in the midst of

. Eheir 4-year teims. In 2001, President Bush43 fired the Clinton-appointed U.S. Attorneys,

" some Of whom-were in the midst of a 4-year term, but many of whom had completed their 4--

‘year terms and were serving in holdover status. = . - o . .
3. A an operational matter, we would like to replace .15-20 percent of the current U.S.

“Attorneys -~ thé underperforming ones. (This is a rough guess; we might want to coénsider
doing performance evaluations after Judge comes on board.) The vast majority of U.5.

' Attoraeys, 80-85 percent, I would guess, are doing a great job, are loyal Bushies, etc.,
etc. Due to the histoéry, it would certainly send ripples through the U.§. Attorney
community if we told folks they got one term only (as a general matter, the Reagdn U.S.

. Atto¥neys appointed in 1981 stayed on through the entire Reagan Administration; Bush4l

. even had to establish that Reagan-appointed U.S. Attorneys would not be permitted to
"ohtinue on through the Bush4l Administration) -- indeed, even performance evaluations

ikely would create -ripples, though this wouldn't necessarily be a bad thing.
t. As a political matter, each of our .S. Attorneys has been recommended by one or more
political leaders in their home State. I’ suspect that when push comes to shove, home-

.State Senators likely would resist wholesale (ox even piecemeal) replacement of U.S.
Attorneys they recommended (see Senator Hatch and the Utah U.S. Attorney). Thdt said, if
Rarl thinKs theire would be political will to do it, then so do I.

----- Original Message----~- - : : ) o

- From: David_G._Leitchewho.eop.gov [mailto:David G. Leitch@who.eop.gov]
Sent: Thuriday, January 06, 2005 12:34 PM ' '
To: Sampson, Kyle ) i

Bubject: Fw: Question from Karl Rove.

Let's discuss

----+0riginal Message-----

From: Newmdn, Colin. <Colin Newman@who.eop.govs
. To: Leitch,. David G. <David_G._ Leitche@who.eop.govs
Sent: Thu Jan 06 12:30:17 2005 ’

' Subject: Question from Karl Rove

David -- Karl Rove stopped by to ask you (roughly quoting} "how we planned to proceed’
regarding US Attorneys, whéther we were going to allow all to stay, redquest resigmations
from all and accept only some of them, or selectively replace them, etc.™ I told him that
you would be on the hill all day for the Judge's hearing, and he said the matter was not
urgent. Please let me know if you have any questions. Thanks, -Colin

Colin M. Newman - . _' ' ' ‘
€fice of Counsel to the President :
;02} 456-5887

1 E 0AGODO00D180






From. T T ‘Kyle Sampson@usdo.l gov ‘_. N :
. Senf: - L Wednesday, March 02; 2005 10: 06 PM :

Rt r sl

To: . © . Miers, Harriet .
Subject: . RE:USAtomeys .0 .

.yep, he's good . -

oversight by-me'-l

' i——A—Orlglnal Message~-r-—

From: Harriet Miers@who. eop. gov [mallto Harrlet Mlers@who eop. gov]
Sent: Wednesday, March 02 2005 10 03 PM i o

To: Sampson, Kyle _
'1Subject Re: U.S. Attorneys'

_Good to hear about Matt actually. Thanks. f_'

_.-..__...——-—-....._.___........__..._........_._.._.,_,,_,.._,

L————Original Message~—4“— '

From: Kyle. Sampson@usdoj -.gov. <Ky1e Sampson@ustJ gov>
To: Miers,- Harriet . <Harriét Mlers@who eop gov>

Sent: Wed Mar 02 21:49:23 2005 o

Subject RE: U.S. Attorneys

Attached is a. rev1sed chart (based on’ ‘some some addltlonal 1nformat10n I
'got tonlght) ' The changes are! : T

: strlke Heffelflnger (D Mlnn )
strike Biskupic (E.D. Wis.) _
bold Orwig (N.D. Tex.) = = . L

.l;fé-Orlglnal Message-~—;— - :
From: Harriet Miers@who. eop. gov [mallto Harrlet Mlers@who eop. gov]

. Sent: Wednesday, March 02, 2005 6:03 M

- To: -Sampson, Kyle ‘
'_Subject RE u.s. Attorneys_

‘Thanks, Kyle. Interestlng meetlng today Senator Hatchﬂhad a call into me

‘re 9th cir when 1 returned
: ?

.'—l———Orlqlnal Message-——--
_From: Kyle. Sampson@ustJ gov Emallto Kyle Sampson@ustj govi

lIflSent Wednesday, March. 02, 2005 5 46 PM

‘To: Miers, Harriet . o _
subject: U.S. Attorneys . o ) T

HIC0004i3



To be clear, puttlng a31de the’ questlon -of explrlng terms, the analy31s on
the chart I gave you is as follows. . ‘ : : o
:bold = Recommend retalnlng,‘strenq'u S'*Attorneys Who - have preduoed

managed well, and exhibited loyalty to the PreSLdent and Attorney General
Recommend removing; weak U.S. Attorneys ‘who have been o

fjstrlkeout —
1neffectuai-managers and prosecutors, nhafedm@gelnst Admlnlstr _gp#A
initiatives, etc. - £ e

"nothing = No recomﬁendatlon, have not dlstlngulshed themselves elther
:p051t1vely or . negatlvely -, - , ‘

- HICD0014,



UNITED STATES ATI‘ORNEYS ~ APPOINTM.

REDACTED

(2/24/05)

rminzﬁrmurhwmﬁ.ﬂ"{f % -“*ﬁ-’“ﬁ;

MENT SUMMARY

DISTRICT

NAME

ALABAMA!MIDDLE

\LABAMA/NOR I'HERN

ALABAMA/SOUTHERN

ALASKA

| ARzoNA

L1/14/01

| A:RKANSAS.IEASTERN

1002

ARKANSAS/WESTERN '

CA.LIFORNWCENTHAL

SI02

CAUFORNWEASTERN'

C AUFORNWNOR'"{ERN

CALIFORNWSOU’IHERN

CONNECTICUT

DELAWARE

FLORIDA/MIDDLE

FLO‘RmA/NanmRN

FLORIDA/SOUTHERN -

1 GEORGWMIDDLE

' .osoacwwoamam ,

GEORGWSOUTHERN _

UAMN, MARIANA lbLANDS
HAWAH '

IDAHO

!LLINOHI CENTRAL

HIE 20081



iy

- REDACTED

ILLINOIS NORTHERN

PATRICK J, FITZGERALD

1073 1/0]

[ iLLNots SOUTHERN

', INDIANA/ NORTHERN

IND!ANNSOUTHERN

'iOW‘u'\‘ORTHERN

1O WAJSOUTHERN

KA.NSAS

Kﬁmycrcv)m-mau

ksmi;cm'/wsmm |

LOUISMNAMDDLE

LOUISIANNW'ESTERN

| MassaciuseTTs

MICHIGAN/WESTERN:

MINNESOTA

l_._ms_s-:ss-u’pwmmem —

MISSISSIPPUSOUTHERN

- MISSOURVWESTERN

| MONMNA

: NEBRASKA

NEVADA

12501

| NEW rwwsmnz

) NEW JERSEY

e |

sy MEXICO - !mvm C. IGLESIAS 3 /18/01
'NEW YORK.’E.\S'I‘ERN __ - . —
NEW YORJGNORIHERN g . ) i
NEW YORK/WESTERN |

o

HIC 20082



REDACTED

- NORTH CAROLINNEASTERN

\IORTH CAROUNA/MIDDLE

NORTH DAKOTA

OHIO/NORTHERN .

| oHIosoUTHERN

OmfIOMA/EAstN_

| OKLAHOMA/NORTHERN

_ OKLAHOMNWESTBRN

‘ OREGON

: PMS?LVANIA/EASTERN

- | PENNSYLVANIA/MIDDLE

PE’NNSYLVANW\VESTERN

| PUERTO RICO

| RHODE ISLAND

mwsssambbté '

TENNESSEE/WESTERN

TEXAS/'EASTERN

{ TEXAS/NORTHERN

| TEXASISOUTHERN

TEXAS/WESTERN

[uran

_\?iRGmMAstN'

. VIRGININWESTERN

. | WASHINGTONEASTERN

' First appoinited in 1996 by President Clinton,

HIC 20083



. | WEST VIRGINIA/NOR TItERN

REDACTED

WASHING TON/WESTERN

WEST ViﬁClNLUSdU"iﬁE@
1 WISCONSIN/EASTERN

| VICHIGANEASTERN ———
_ VIRGIN ISLANDS B R

| NORTH CAROLINA/WESTERN

=L P

. vmsnuc'r o A
Lomsmwumnn o R —————
mssowm-:,\smm

DIST RICT

HIC 20084



REDACTED

Cbbbmno

'ims*rmcror'cotuuma T

| Mawg
MARYLAND

NEW YORK/SOUTHERN

. | SOUTH carOLINA

¥

’ ."'l_.‘lmlqﬂr

HIC 2008 5



REDACTED

I [ THOMAS 4. ZoRay "
VACKRGY yid rENDIRG & Ifn;‘vd m‘-‘%__*ﬂz%% i Red]
| oisTRICT . CURRENTUSA |

| coLorapo o
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA
MAINE '
L MARYLAND

'm:w YORKJSOUT!{ERN
| soutH cAROLINA
' | SOUTH DAKOTA
|vermonr
| WisconswEsTERN .

ATTORNEY GENERAL APPOINTMENTS - 2
DISTRICT NAME = AFPIDATE g
Maryland e N ; -

: Venmmt

'BISTRICT
Colorado . g
South Curolina
South Dakots il
Virgis Islaads -
WlscominIWuter‘n_ -

COL'RT APPO!NTMENTS 7
DISTRICT NAME -DATE OF OATH

. Louisistia/E .

- HIC 20086



- Majoe R

Michigen/E

-Misfouri/E

New Yoriss

- North Carolina/wy

DISTRICT

REDACTED

PENDWG RESIGNATIONS 0
NAME ST RESIGNATIGN m’m

RF.‘SIGNATIONS F ORTHCOMING 0o

HIC 20087






Message - o L : : | Pageléf[

_From: T'aylor;—S_ara M. :
Sent:  Thursday, March 10, 2005 7:13 AM
- Ter  Miers; Harriet B

" Subject: RE: Us Attameys

also spake about Some of the states and the breakdown in getting good -candidates. | wilt work.with your stafftg .-
" help rectify that situation. ‘ B _ o I S

--—Original Messages-—. _
" .Froms Miers, Harriet S

Sent: Thursday, March 10, 2005 7:09 AM .
- TosTaylor, Sara M, - - S

Subject: Us Attormneys

~"Sara, Karl asked me ta forward to you a list of locations where wa may consider replacing the USAs, They
are: Alabarma (Southem), Arkansas (Eastern), Califorria (Southern), Florida (Narthem), Kentucky.
{Wastern), Michi'gan'(West'em); Mississippi (Northem), Mississippi {Southem) Narth Carglina (Middte), °
Washington' (Western), West Virginia (Sauthem). Thanks. : - : N

HIC 00108






From: ' - Friedrich, Dabney

Sent: , Wednesday, March 23, 2005 5:42 PM_
To: - Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov ' :
Subject: " RE: USAttys :
ﬂnderstood.

I agree completely with your recommendation and would be surprised to hear that either the
Judge or Harriet favors a different approach. : - -

--—--0Original Message--—--- ,
From: Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov [mailtoiKyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov]‘
Sent: Wednesday, March 23, 2005 12:33 pM '

- To: Friedrich, Dabney

Subject: Re: USAttys

. We (me, you, Judge, and Harriet) should talk -this through. I think that my advice would
be to replace selectively (based on the chart I faxed to you) certainm USAs after (scon '
after) their terms expire. I fear that replacing USAs before their terms expire would
create significant (1) political trouble with home-state Senators and other home-state
politicians and (2) inteéernal management trouble here at POJ. Please note - that these are
all my views and should not be attribifed to Judge; I think I've been clear net to mislead
. on that point. _ o : ' '

 —----Original Message—=—-—- _ , K -

From: Dabhewariedrich@who.eop.gov <Dabney;Friedrich@who.eop.gov>
"o: Sampson, Kyle <Kyle.Sampson@USDOJ.gov> . -
sent: Wed Mar 23 10:51:57 2005
Subject: USAttys

Harriet asked me to confirm that the plan for replacing US Attys is to wait until each has .

served a 4-year term. She was operating under the assumption that we . would act to
remove/replace right away. . :

HIC 00020






* From: - : : Ky!e.'Sémpson@u-sdoj.gov'

Sent: . . ‘ Monday, January 09, 2006 10:13 A

Ta: ‘ Miers, Harriet _ _ .

Cc: 7. L Kelley, William K. . - ' :

Subject: ) - U.8. Altorney Appointments — PLEASE T REAT THIS AS CONFIDENTIAL

PLEASE TREAT THIS AS CONFIDENTIAL

‘Harriet, you have askad whether President Bush should remove and replagé U.8. Attorneys

whose four-year terms have expired. I recownmend thdt the Department of Justice and the o
office of the Counsel to the President work together to seek the replacement of a rimited
number of U.5. Attorneys. - Lo : ) ' . . ‘

The U.8. Code provides that each UnitedhétaterAtto;neyvEshall-be:appdinted for a texm of :

. four years . . . [(and]- shall continue -to perform the duties of his office until his )
- successor i8.appointed and qualifies.®’ 28 U.S.C. § 541{b). Becordingly, once confirmed

by -the Senate and appointed, U.S. Attorneys serve for four years. and then heldover
indefinately {at the pleasure of the Ereqident,.oﬁ‘course}.f In recent memory, during the

Reagan and Clinton Administrations, Presidents Reagan and Clinton’ did not seek to remove -
and replace U.S. Attorneys they had appointed whose four-year terms had éxpired, but

instead permitted such U.3. Attorneys to serve. indefinitely under the holdovér provision.:

There likely -are ameveral explanations for this:. In some instances, President3d Reagan anﬂL‘—
. glinton may have been pleased with' the work of the U.S. Attorneys who, after all, they had
- appolnted. In other instances, Presidents Reagan and Clinton may simply have been
. uawilling to commit the resources necessary to remove the U.S. Attorneya, £ind suitable
‘replacements (i.e., receive the *"advice® of the home-state Senaters), complete background

investigations, and secure Senate confirmations.

. Phere are practical ‘obstacles to rgmovihg-and feplacingjﬁ.ﬁ.'Attérﬁafa. First, wholesale

removal of U.g&. Attormeys would cause significant disruption to the work of the Department
of Justice. Secdnd, individual U.s. Attogpeysuéfpen.wexgjcrigiga;;y_recgmmended-fon
appointment. by a hdné-staté Senater wﬁﬁ;@gy;be;ggggaeq=gafphéféregiéggtﬂs~§gtexmipation to.

", Yemgve the U.S. Attorney.: Tﬁiﬁdh-a{euitabIE'répﬁacemgpxsmﬁst%bﬁyfﬁunﬁ~in~é@hsqitatibﬂ

with the home-state Benator, the difficulty of which would vary from atate to state,

Fourth, & background investigation must be completed orn the replacement -- 2 task often

complicated if the outgoing V.S. Attorney remains in office. Fifth, after nmominatiom, the
genate must confirm the replacement. S . '

- . ' ,A ’ ' o - . .

None of the above obstacles are insuperable. First, a limited number of U.S. Attorneys
could be targeted for rgmoval_and;repladement, mitigating the shock to the system that
would: result from an across-the-hoard firing. Second, the Department of Justice's

.Executive Office of U.S. Attorneys (EOUSA) could work quietly with targeted U.S. Attorneys

to erncourage them. to leave government sexvice voluntarily; this would allow targeted U.S.

| Attorneys to make arrangements for work in'the private sector and "save face" regarding

the reagon for leaving office, both in the Department of Jugtice community and in their

" lgeal legal communities, Third, after targeteéd U.S. Attorneys have left office or -

indicated publicly their intention to leave office, then the Office of the Counsel to the
President can work with home-state Senators and/or other political leaders in the state to

'-sedure-recommendations for a replacement U.S. Attorney. Finally, after background

investigations are complete and the replacement candidate is nominated, the Attorney )
General can appoint the nominee to serve as Interim U,S.*Attorqey pending confirmation,
thereby reducing the time during which the leadership of the office is uncertain.

T If a decision is made to remove and replace a limited number of U.S. Attorneys, then the‘.
‘. following might be considered for removal and repldcement: o

©31.. Thomas B. Heffelfinger, U.8. Attorney for the pDistrict of Minnesota

Term -expired 9/24/2005 .
rReplacement candidates: 7?7?77
Home-state Senators: Coleman (R} (first opportunity to recommend a U.8. Attorney

candidate) and Dayton (D) 2. Todd P. Graves, U.S. Attorney for the Western District of
. . T . 1 - . " -

L nnaTi




Mlasouri '
Term explred 10/19/2005 -

Replacement candidates: John Wood? - - . L i T
Home-state Senators: Bond (R) and Talent (RY 3: ‘Margaret M Chiara, U.8. Attorney for the
Western District of Michigan B . ) :

Texrm expired 11/2/2005

. Replacement candidates: Rachel Brand? y :
Home-state Senators/political leaders:: Levin (D) and 'Stabenow (D) nnmerous @op - -
congressmen 4. David E. 0'Meilia, U.S. Attorney for the Nbrthern District of Oklahoma °
Term expired 12/7/2005 Replacemént candidates: 7?7
Home-state Senators: "Inhofe (R} and Coburn (R) 5. ~ Haxry E. "Bud® Cummlns IITI, U.8,
Attorney for the Eastern Distriot of Arkansas Terin explrea 1/9/2005 {today!} Replacement
candidates: Tim Griffin?

Home-state Senators/political leaders._ Pryor (D) and Lincoln (D);- Gov. Huckabee(?) 6.
Kevin V. Ryan, U.S. Attorney for the Nbrthern Distr;ct of Caleornla
. Term expires B/2/2006.

Replacement candidates: Dan Levin?

Home-state Senators/political leaders: Felnstein (D} and Boxer (D);. Paraky Commisslon 7.
Carol C. Lam, U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of California

Term expires 11/18/2006

- Replacement candldates: Jeff Taylor, Deb Rhodes. Home- state Senatora/political
1eaders- ‘Feingtein (D) and Boxer (D) ; Parsky Commission ‘ )

‘T 1ist these folka based on my review of the evaluatzona of their offices conducted by,
BOUSA and my interviews with officials in the Office of the Attorney Ceneral, Office of.’
' the Deputy Attorney General, and the Criminal bivision. If a determination is miads to
seek the removal of these folks, then we should- Bimilarly seek to remove and replace Paula
P 8ilsby,. the Interim U.S. Attorney for the.District of Maine, &nd William i 38 Leone, the
' Interlm U.s. Attorney for the District of Colorado

.Please let me know how you would like to proceed. The first steps, I think, would be (13
to agree on the target list of U.8. Attorneys and. (2) agk EOUSA to begin quietly calling
then to ascertain their intentions for continued servicejlndicatlng to them that they ’
might want to consider looking for other employment.

HIC 00022







From: - O Kye, Sampson@usdoj gov

- Sent: .. Thursday, May 11, 2006 11:35 AM
To: ' - Keiiey, William K.
Subject: o FW: Removal and Replacement of U. S Attomeys Whose 4—year Terms Have Expired

Seais'mvuy: B _' AConﬁdentiaI

Per your inquiry jesterday after JSC, tﬁls 1s‘the e-mail i sent te Dabney last mddth at
Harrlet‘s request. Please call me at your convenience to discuss the follow1ng-

.o Rachel Brand for W, D MlCh -7

e Tim Griffin for’ E D. Ark.; and :
* The real problem we have right now with Carel Lam that 1eads me tc conclude that we

shéuld have 3omeone ready to be nominated on 11/18, the:day her 4-year terim expires.

From! . Sampaon, Kylc

. Sent: Friday, April 14, 2006 9:31 AM

Tay *Dabney Friedrithiwho.eop. gov' .

Subiect: RE: Removal and Replacement of U.s. Attorneys Whose 4-year Terms Have Expired
Sensitivity. Confidential R

Alao, I would note fhat two others on. my orlqinal 1Lst already have left office. J?hey
-:..r:e. ) . .

- Tom Heffelflnger, D. Mlnn., and,
- Todd Graves, W.D. Mo.

From: aampson,_Kyle
Sent: Friday, April 14, 2006 9:30 AM
To: - 'Dabney Friedrich@who.eop.gov' :
ubjecc.. Removal and Replacement cf U s, Attonneys Whose 4-year Terms _Have Expired
'Sensitlvity. . Confadential

Pabney, 0OF recommends that the White House consider removing and replacing the followzng
U.s. Attorneys upon the expiration’ of their 4-year terms: .

) Margaret M. Chiara, W,D, Mich,, term expired 11/2/2005; David E, -0 Meilia,~N D. Okla., .
term expired 12/7/2005; Harry E. "Bud" Cummins III, E.D. Ark., term explred 1/9/2006, and
Carol C. Lam, $.D, Cal., term expires 11/18/2006.

. ‘We‘also should similarly seek to remove and replace:

‘Péulé 0. Silsby, D. Maine, serving as Inte#im U.S. Attorney since 2001.

call me if you have any questicns.” If you pushed me, I'd have ﬁ-S_additional rames ‘that
‘the White House might want to consider, ) - o .
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From: N Ky!e Sampson@usdo} gov ' : e , " ;
Sent: . .- Sunday, September 17, 2006 341 PM : o .
To: T -Miers, Harriat. ’

“Subject: _ Re: United States Attorneys
No worries, Atlyﬁur coqvenience.

F——ﬂ-Orlglnal Message———-—— .

" From: Harriet Mi=rs@who. eop gov <Harrlet Mlers@who eop gov>

"ms: Sampsan, Kyle

Sent: Sur Sep. 17 15:14: 30 2006

ASub]ect' RE Unlted States Attorneys

'Kyle, thanks For- thlS._ I have not forgotten I need to follow up on the 1nfo,'but things
have been crazy. Will be back' in’ touch' . .

————— Original Messaqe---wk—
From: - Kyle, Sampson@usdoj gov [mailto: Kyle Sampson@usdoj gov]
‘Senti Wednesday, September 13, 2006 4: 23 PM
To:. Miers; Harriet
Subject: ‘RE: United States Attorneys
F
" Harriet, the U S Attorney ranks cUrrently break down ‘as follows.

1. Vacancies w/o.Candidates ’

. {T. USAs Who Have Been (Or Will Be) Nominated fer Other Things (I am strongly of tha view
that we should be warking now. to—get théir repl&céments selegted. and in the pzpellne)

5.0 Ga. (Lisa Hood) .

N.D. Ind. {Joe van Bokkelen)

E.D. Mich. (Steve.Murphy)

D. Mont. (Bill Mercer) . R -
E.P.N.Y. (Roz Mauskopf) . ) . - 3
D,D.C. (Ken Wainstein) L

1I1. . USAs Who, Rumor Hag It, Will Be Leaving in Coming Months

¢.D. Cal, {Deb Yang) .
N.D. Iowa .{Chuck Larsen, Sr.)
M.D. Tenn. {Jim ¥Yines)

.Iv._ SA in the Process of Being Pushed Out
£.D. Ark. (Bud Cummins)
V. GSAs We Mow Should Consider Pushing Out

D. Ariz. (Faul Charlton)
'g.D. Cal. (Carol Lam} .

- N.D. Fla. (Greg Miller}

. D. Me. (paula Silsby)
W.D. Mich. {(Margaret Chiara)
D.. Nev. (Dan Bogden}
M,D. Pa. (Tem Marino) ‘
9.0, Wash. {(John McKay)

HIC 00038




g1, Semmarf

I -am only in favor of executing on a plan £o push some USAS out if we: really are
ready and wxlling to put in the time necessary to select candldates and get them appointed
-- it will be counterproductlve to DOJ operations if we, mish USAs gut and.then don't have
replacements ready to roll immediately. In addit1on,_I strongly recommend that, as a .
matter of Administration policy, we utilize the new statutory prOVL31ons that agthorize
the AG to make USA appointments. We can continue .to do selection in JSC, but then should
‘have.DOJ take over entirely the vet and appointment. By not going the PAS route, we can '
give far less deference to home-State Senators and thereby get {1) our preferred person
appointed and -(2) do. it far faster and more eff:l.c:l.entlyr -at less polltlcal cost to the
'Wh*te House... - . .

‘Let me know when you- have read thls, I have onevfelloﬁfuplitem I would want tg do
Gver the ‘phene, - What say you? - . X .

-Kyle-

-—=—~Qriginal Message-««-— .
" From: Harriet Miers@who.eop.gov. Imallte Harriet Miers@who eop gov] )
dent r Wednesday, September 13, 2006 2:39 PM - . - . L
. Tos Sampaon,  Kyle “ . . ] )
: Subject- United Statas Attorneys

-Kyle, any . current thlnking on holdover U S Attorneys? Any recent wcrd on Debra Yang g

o Lntentxons? _ _ : !

0
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McNulty, Paul J

From: ‘ Sampson, Kyle :

Sent: ' - Wednesday; November 15, 2006 12:08 PM ,
TJo: ‘Harriet_Miers@who.eop.gov’; William_K._Kelley@who.eop.gov
Ce: - McNulty, Paul J . : o

Subject: RE: USA replacement plan

¥ho will'determine whether whether this requires the President’s attention?

S me—— Original Message--—-=-- : : .
- From: Harriet. Miers@who.eop.gov [mailto;Harriet Miers@who.sop.govl
Sent: Wednesday, November 15,7 2006 11:39 AM

To: Sampson, Kyle; William K. Kelley@who.eop.gov.
Cec: McNulty, Paul J o '

Subject: RE: USA replacement plan

Not sure whether this will be determined to require the boss's
attention. If it does, he just -left last night so would not be able to-
accomplish that for some time. We will see. Thanks.

-——-=0Original Messagé-—--- ’ ’ : A
From: Kyle.Sampson@usdoj.gov Imailto:Kyle.Sampson@usdcj;gov]
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2006 11:02 AM

To: Kelley, William K.; Miers, Harriet

Cc: Panl.J.McNulty@usde]j.gov

Subject: USA replacement plan

Importance: High

Harriet/Bill, please sée the attached.. Please note (1) the plan, by its:
terms, would commence this week; (2) I have consulted with the DAG, but
not yet informed others who would need to be brought into the loop, :
including Acting Asscciate AG Bill Mercer, EQUSA Director Mike Battle,

~and AGAC Chair Johnny Sutton (nor have I informed anyone in Karl's shop,
another pre-execution necessity I would recommend}; and (3) 1 am
concerned that to execute this plan properly we must all be on the same
page and be steeled to withstand any political upheaval that might
result (see Step 3); if we.start caving to complaining U.S. Attorneys. or
Senators then we shouldn't do it -- it'll be more trouble than it i's
worth.

We'll stand by for a green light from you.  Upon the green light, we'll
{1) circulate the below plan to the list of folks in Step 3 (and ask
that you circulate it to Karl's shopl, (2} confirm.that Kelley is making
the Senator/Bush political lead calls, and (3) get Battle making the
calls to the USAs. Let us know. :

- Kyle Sampson .

‘Chief of Staff

U.3. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, P.C. 20530

(202) 514-2001 wk.

{202) 305-5289 cell
kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov
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PLAN FOR REPLACING CERTAIN
” UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

November | 5,2006

. STEP1.

1.S. Attorney calls: Onor about Nov ember 15-17, Mike Battle contacts the

following U.S. Attorneys

* o 8 0o o @

Paul Charlton (D. Ariz.)
Carol Lam (S.D. Cal.) ‘
Margaret Chiara (W.D. Mich.)

- Dan Bogden (D. Nev.)

John McKay (W.D. Wash.)
David Iglesias (D.N.M.)

Battle informs the U.S. Attorneys as foliows:

¢

What are your plans w1th regard to continued servicé as U.S: Attorney?

The Administration is grateful for your service as U.S. Attorney, but has
determined to give someone else the opportunity to serve as U. S Attorney in your
district for the final two years of the Administration.

We will work with you to make sure that there is a smooth transition, but intend -
to have anew Actmg or Interim U.S. Attorney in place by the end of the year.

-STEP 2

Senator calls: On or about November 15-17 (very important that-Senator calls

"and U.S, Attorney calls happen simultaneously), Bill Kelley or appropriate Associate
Counsel contacts the following Republican home-state Senators or, where there is no
Republican home-state Senator, the home-state “Bush political lead™

Jon Kyl (re Charlton)

John Ensign (re Bogden)

Pete Domenici (re Iglesias)
California political lead (re Lam)
Michigan political lead (re Chiara)
Washington political lead (re McKay)
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Kelley informs the Senators/Bush political leads as follows:

¢ The Administration has determined to give someone else the opportunity to serve
as U.S. Attorney in [relevant dlSt'ﬂCl] for the final two vears of the
Administration.

e [Relevant U.S. Attorney] has been informed of this’ determmauon and knows that
we intend to have a new Acting or Interim U. S. Attorney in place by the end of
the year.

+ Wewill look to you, Senator/Bush pohucal lead, to récommend candldatcs that

~ we should consider for appointment as the new U.S. Attorney. As always, we ask
that you recommend at least three candidates for the President’s consideration.
Importantly, we ask that you make recommendations as soon as possible.

" STEP3

Prepare to Withstand Political Upheaval: U.S. Attorneys desiring to save their

jobs (aided by their allies in the political arena as well as the Justice Department
community), likely will make efforts to preserve themselves in office. . We should expect
these efforts to be strenuous. Direct and indirect appeals of the Administration’s
determination to seek these resignations likely will be directed at: various White House
offices, including the Office of the Counsel to the President and the Office of Political
Affairs; Attommey General Gonzales and DOJ Chlef of Staff Sampson; Deputy Attorney
General McNulty and ODAG staffers Moschella and Elston; Acting Associate AG Bill
Mercer; EOUSA Director Mike Battle; and AGAC Chair Johnny Sutton Recipients of
such * appeals must respond 1denhcally

e What? U.S. Attorneys serve at the pleasure of the Pre51dent (there is no nght nor
. should there be any expectation, that U.S. Attomeys would be entitled to serve
beyond their four-year term).
e Who decided? The Administration made the determmanon to seek the
resignations (not any specific person at the White House or the Department of
- Justice).
* Why me? The Administration is grateful for your service, but wants to give
_ someone else the chance to serve in your district. ‘
. _I need more time! The decision is to have a new Acung or Interim U.S. Attomey .
in place by the end of the year (granting “extensions™ will hinder the process of
getting a new U.S, Attorney in place and gwmg that pcrson the opportunity to
serve for a full two years),

STEP 4 .

-Evaluation and Selection of “Interim™ Candidates: During November-December
2006, the Department of Justice, in consultation with the Office of the Counset to the
'President, evaluates and selects candidates for Attorney General-appointment (or
candidates who may become Acting U.S. Attomey by operation of law) to serve upon the
re&gnaﬂon of above-listed U S. Attorneys.

2 | DAGOO0O000018



STEPS

~ Selection, Nomination, and Appointment of New U.S. Attomnevs: Beginning as -
soon as possible in November 2006, Office of the Counsel to the Presidentand :
Department of Justice carry out (on an expedited basis) the regular U.S. Attorney
appointment process: ‘obtain recommendations from Senators/Bush political leads and
other sources; evaluate candidates; make recommendations to the President: conduct
background investigations; have President make nominations and work to secure "
confirmatioris of U.S. Attorney nominees. '

nAeoOooooo17
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From: ' Miers, Harriet ' ' -

sent: - . Friday, November17, 2006 12:32 PM
To: | - - Kelley, William K. _
Subject: FW: USA replacement plan :
Importance: High '
- Attachments: USA reptacement plan.doc
nent plan.doc . S .

o please nc;e‘hia'cémmenc:ab0qﬁ'"politicalzuphéaval"_that:might result .and
reference to Senators. I think we need to take the ramifications of this quite seriocusly:
as. I know we are.. ‘ : ' : ' ' ' ' ' S

-----0Original Message----- - : :
From: Ker.Sampson@uadpj,gov-{mailtd:Kyle.Sampaonﬁusdoj.gov]
‘Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2006 '11:02 AM :
- To: Kelley, HilliamnK.; Miers, Harriet
ro: paul.J.McNulty@uadoj .gov
bject: USA replacement plan
_aportance: High '

xriet/Bill, please see the attached, 'Please note (1) the plan, by its terms, would
. ~ommence this week;. (2} E_h&vc-consultgdawithatheanhﬂ,,bub not yet informed otliers who
{ ould ngeditd”begb;oughﬁiin;ogthg-1aop,_includingfActiﬁg*kﬁaquiaté AG.Bill Mercer, EOUSA
~=hirector Mike Battle, "and AGAC Chair Johnny Suttom (nor have I informed anyone in Karl's
shop. another pre-execution necessity I would recommend); and {3) I am concerned that to
exegute-;his'plau,propcrly we must all be -on -the same page.and be stesled to withstand any
”“”Tﬁﬁiittcaimupheava1*~hat~m&ght~£esult;4aeg“step;3l4uifmﬂz;ataxm;gaxigg;QQAngélainigg u.s.
Attorneys or Senators then we ghouldn't do it -- it'1l be more trouble than it is worth. =

We'1l stand by for a green light from you. Upon the green 1ight,'we'll (i)_circulate the
.below plan to theAlistrof folka in Step 3. (and ask-that you circulate it to Karl's shop),
“{2) confirm that Kelley . is making the Senator/Bush political lead calls, and (3) get .

Battle making the calls to the USAs. Let us know. .

"Kyle Sampson
_Chief of Staff
7.8. Departmént of Justice
9590 pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. °
. Washington, D.C. 20530
©(202) 514-2001 wk. ) &
. {202) 305- cell . '
" kyle.sampson@usdo]j .gov

HIC 003q4
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Pagel ot}

‘Sampson, Kyle

From: ~ Sampson, Kyle

- Sent: , Monday, December 04, 2006 6:26 PM
Tor . - 'Kelley, William K.'

' Be: Miers, Harriet®

‘Subject:  RE:US Atly Plan
Attachments: USA replacement plan.doc

" here s the revised plan, per our discussions -

From: Sampson, Kyle

Sérit: Monddy, December 04, 2006 6 12 PM
- Ta: Kelley, William K.

Ce: Miers, Hartlet

Subject: RE: US Atty Plan

Impottance: High

. Gredt. We would Ilke to execute this on Thursday, December 7 (ali the U.S. Altorneys are in town for our Project
Safe Childhood conference until Wednesday. we want to wait untii they are back home and dlspersed to reduce
chatter). So on Thursday morming, we'll need the calls to be made as follows:

"+ AG calls Sen. Kyl - ' -
*Harriet/Bill eall Sens. Ensign and Domenici {altematively, the AG could make thesé calls and, if Senators

éxpress any concer, offer briéfings re why the decision was made — let me know)
o Wh:te House OPA calls Califomia, Michigan, and Washlngton "leads”

EOUSA Dlrettor Mnke -Battle then will call the relevant U.S. _Attomeys. Okay?

- From. Kelley, Witliam K, {mailto: WIIIiam__K._Keiley@who eop. gov]
Sent: Monday, December 04, 2006 4:48 PM

Fo: Samipson; Kyle

Cc: Miers, Harrlet ‘

Subject: US Atty Plan

We're a go for the US Atty plan. WH leg, political, and communications have signed off and acknowledged that
we have to be committed to following through once the pressure comes.

31122007 | 0AG000000045" .



PLAN FOR REPLACING CERTAIN
'UNITED STATES ATTORNEYS

" STEPL
Sénator calls OnDecember 7, the following Republican hemc—state Seitatois or,

where there is no Republican home-state Senator, the home-state “Bush political lead™
are contacted:

AG calls Join Kyl (re Charlton)
- WHCO calis John Ensign (te Bogden)
". WHCO calls Pete Domeniéi (re Iglesias)
WH OPA calls California political lead (re Lam and Ryan)
'WH OPA calis Michigan political lead (re Chiara)
WH OPA calls Washington political lead.(re McKay)

‘'8 8 o e ¢

AG/WHCOIWH OPA mform the Senators!Bush pohucal leads as follows

' » The Administration has determmed to gwe someone else the opportunity to serve

- asU.S. Attomey in {televant dlstnct] for the final two years of the- -
Administration, .

s [Relevant U.S. Attomey] has been informed of this dctennmatlon and knows that
we intend to have a new Acting or Interim U. S Attorney in place by Ianuary 31,
2007.

.® ~ We will look to you, Senator/Bush pohhcal Iead to recommend candldates that
we should consider for appointment as the new U.S. Attorney. As alwiys, we ask
 that you recorrnend at least three candidates for the President’s consideration.
- Importantly, we ask that you make recommendations as soon as possible.

STEP 2

U.S. Attorney calls: On December 7 (very 1mportant that Senator calls and U.S.
Attorhey calls happen simultaneously), Mike Battle contacts the followmg Us.
Aftorneys: _

Paul Charlton (D. Ariz.)
Carol Lam (S.D. Cal.)
Kevm Ryan (N.D. Cal.) .
Margaret Chiara (W.D. Mich.)
Dan Bogden (D. Nev.)

~ David Iglesias (D.N.M.)
John McKay (W.D. Wash.)
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Battle mforms thc U. S Attorneys as follows

. What are your plans with regard to continued service as U S. Attomey?

e The Administration is grateful for your service as U.S. Attorney, but has
determiined to give someone else the opportunity to serve as U.S. Attorney in.your
district for the final two years of the Admxmstratxon. - ‘

¢ We will work with you to make sure that there is a smooth transition, but intend
" to have a new Actihg or Interim U S. Attorney in place byJ anuary 31, 2007.

' Fo W # Politivel Upksaal: U.S. Attomeys desiring to save their

5 Jﬁbs (aided by thelr allies in the polmcal arena as well as the Justice Departinent. N
_commitinity), likely will make efforts to preserve themselves i in office. We should expect
these efforts to be strenuous. Direct and indirect appeals of the Administration’s
determination to seek these resignations hke]y will be directed at: varions White House

_ offices, including the Office of the Counsel to the President and the Office of Political -

. Affuirs; Attorney General Gonzales and DOJ Chief of Staff Samipson; Deputy Attorney

‘General McNulty and ODAG staffers Moschella and Elston; Acting Associate AGBilt

. Mercer; EOUSA Director Mike Battle; and AGAC Chair Johnny Sutton. Recipients of
e such “appeals” must must réspond identically:

» What? US. Attomeys serve at the picasure of the President (there isno right, nor . .
should there be any expectatlon, that U.S. Attorneys would be entltled to serve
beyond their four-year term). .

» “Who decided? The Administration made the determination to seek the
resignations (not any spemﬁc person at the White House or the Department of.

J ustice)
o Whyme? The Administration is grateﬁll for your servwe, but wants to give .
: someonc else the chance to serve in your district. -
need mnore time! The decision is to have a new Actmg or Interim U S. Attomey
~ in'place by January 31, 2007 (granting “extensions” will hinder the process of
: gettmg anew U.S. Attorney in place and giving that person the opportumty to .
. serve for a full two years) '

- STEP4

Evaluation and Selection of “Interim” Candidates: During Decemiber 2006-
January 2007, the Department of Justice, in consultation with the Office of the Counsetl to
_ the President, evaluates and selects candidates for Attorney General-appomtment (or
candidates who may become Acting U.S. Attorney by operation of law) to servé upon the -
resignation of above-hsted U.Ss. Attomeys
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_ soon as possible in November 2006 Oiﬁcc of the Counselto the Premdent and

. Department of Tustice ¢arry out (on i expedited basis) the regular U.S; Attorney
appointritént process: obtain recommendations from Senators/Bush political leads and
other sources; evaliate candidates; make recommendations to the President; conduct
background investigations; have President make nomindtions and work to secure
. conﬁrmat]ons of U.S. Attomey noininees.
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March 12, 2007 Monday

White House says Rove relayed complamts about prosecutors
BYLINE: Ron Hutcheson, Marisa Taylor and_Margaret Talev, McClatchy Newspapers
SECTION: W

LENGTH: 289 words

. WASHINGTON - The White House acknowledged on Sunday that presidential adviser Karl Rove served as a
conduit for complainis to the Justice Department about federat prosecutors who were later fired for what cntlcs charge

were partisan political reasons.

House investigators on Sunday declared thelr intention to question Rove about any role he may have played in the .
frrmgs

. White House spokeswoman Dana Perino said Rove had relayed complamts from Republican efficials and
others to the Justice Department and the White House counsel's office. She said Rove, the chief White House political
.operative, specifically recalled passing along complaints about former U.S. Attorney David Iglesias and may have
mentioned the grumblings about Iglesias to Attorney General Alberto Gonzales.

_Iglesias says he believes he lost his job as the top:federal prosecutor in New Mexico after rebuffing Ftepubtican
pressure 1o speed his mvestlgatton of a Democratic state official.

Perino said Rove mrght have mentioned the complaints about Igtesras “rn passing" to Gonzales.

"He doesn't exactly recall, but he may have had a casual conversation with the A.G. to say he had passed_ those
complaints to Harriet Miers,” Perino said, relaying Rove's hazy recollection.

Perino said such a conversation would be fairly routine at the White House.

"Lots of people at the White House gets lots of corrtplaints about lots of different people on a multitude of
subjects," she said. "The procedure isto listen and take the appropriate action to notify the relevant agency."

Pertno said Rove told her that he did not suggest any of the eight U.S. attorneys be forced to resign.

The new details about Rove's involvement emerged as the top Democrats on the House Judiciary Committee
declared their interest in talking to him. : : .

The committee is trying to determine whether the firings were part of an effort to exert political control over federal
prosecutors. Democrats consider Rove the key source for any political interference at the Justice Department because
of his role at the center of polmcs and po!tcy in the White House.

Judrcrary Commrttee Chairman John Conyers D-Mich., and Linda Sanchez, D-Calif., confirmed their plans after
McClatchy Newspapers reported Saturday that New Mexnco s Ftepub!tcan Party charrman Allen Weh, had complatned
to Rove and one of Rove's deputies about Iglesras
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"Mr. Conyers and Ms. Sanchez intend to talk with Karl Rove about any role he may have had in the firing of the
U.S. attorneys," Sanchez spokesman James Dau said. "The revelations from Mr. Weh certamly give us something else

relevant and salient to talk about."

Conyers and Sanchez last week told the White House they intended to interview several unnamed White House
" officials. But they had not previously specified Rove. It was unclear whether they would seek his public testtmony or
simply have the committee staff interview him. .

The White House's explanation of Rove's role is the latest attempt to explain the firings of Republlcan appomtees
in the middle of an administration and in the absence of allegations of misconduct. After initially citing
"performance-related” reasons, the Justice Department later acknowledged that policy differences played a role but
denied acting-at the request of the White House. Rove’s statement Sunday indicates a bigger White House role than

was previously known.

In another development two leading Democrats said Gonzales should resign. Sen. Chuck Schumer D-N.Y. , and
Sen. Joseph Biden, D-Dsl., said Gonzales has lost credibility with his handling of the firings, his failure to catch pnvacy
- infringements by federal mvestlgators operating under the Patriot Act and other controvermes at the Justice

Department

Perino offered Rove s account of his dealings with the Justice Department after talking with him by telephone She
* said Rove routinely passed along complamts about various U.S. attorneys to the Justice Department and then-White

House counsel Miers.

Among the comptamts that Rove relayed were congerns among Republican Party officials in various 1ur|sd|cttons
- that the Justice Department was not being aggressive in pursuing allegations of election fraud by Democrats. Such '
allegations by Ftepubhcans were a particutar concern in New Mexico and Washington.

Rove acknowledged that he personally complained to Miers that "voter fraud cases were not being treated as a
priority" by the Justice Department, Perino said. He also passed along complaints about Iglesias that he had heard
going back as far as 2004

In adkition ta the voter fraud issue, some New Mexico Republicans were angry that Igtemas refused to speed up
his corruption investigation of several Democratic state officials. At the time, pariy leaders were Iooklng for any
advantage they could get that might help them retain control of Congress

Neither Rove nor his deputy, Scott Jenmngs, recalled talking to Weh, the New Mexico Republican Party chairrnan,
about Iglesias, but they did not dispute Weh's account of the conversation, Perino said. ,

In an interview Saturday wrth McClatchy Newspapers, Weh said he complamed in 2005 about |g|e31as to a White
House liaison who worked for Rove and asked that he be removed. Weh said he followed up with Rove personally i |n
late 2006 during & visit to the White House, but Rove told him Iglesias had already been fired.

"He's gone," Rove said, acoordmg to Weh. While Rove didn't remember the conversation, Perino said that it mast
likely occurred durfing a White House Christmas party on Dec. 14 -a week after Iglesms was told that he should step
down.

Sunday, Weh said he wanted to be clear he didn't think Rove had the power to fire Iglesias.

"Folks, this isn't about the White House political office, this is about an incompetent attorney, he told MoCEatchy
Newspapers *Clearly I'm smart enough to know Karl Rove can't terminate anybody. It was a request.”
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Press %ackground Briefing by Senior Administration Officials on Executi... -—http:Ilwww.whitehouse.govlnewslrelease512007106/printr200706284.htr

THE WHITE HOUSE : @ELIEK HERE TO FRINT

GEDRGE W, 3UEH

. For Immediate Release
Office of the Press Secretary
June 28,2007 .

Press Background Brtefmg by Semor Admmlstratron Officials on Executive anrlege
Via Tefeconference

10:07 A.M. EDT

MR. FRATTO: This is Tony Fraito, Deputy Press Sécretary at the White B White House News
House. This is, as the operator said, a senior administration official call. So that's your sourcing. V'l turn the
. phone over to my colleague. He'll make some opening remarks, and then we will open.it-up to questrons

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFlClAL Good morning. Before we take your questions, I'd like to just gtve you a
little background so we're all working from the same page. As you know, the Senate and House Judiciary :
Committees issued a total of five subpoenas. Two of the subpoenas to the White House for documents to be

- produced no later than today, A third subpoena was issued by.the House Judiciary Committee to Harriet Miers .
for documents and testimony, and the response and hearlng date is simultaneously set for July 12th. The fourth

- and fifth subpoenas were issued by the Senate Judiciary Committeé to Sara Taylor for documents and for
testimony, and the documents subpoena called for response this mormng as well.

In response to those subpoenas, the President has asseried executive privilege over the requested document
relating to the subpoenas, and has directed that none of them be produced pursuant to subpoena. This morning
the chairs of both committees were notified by telephone and also are now in receipt of a letter from the
Counsel to the President setting forth the President's decision. That letter is accompanied by a letter from the
-Department of Justice in which the President i is advised of the proprlety and legality of such an exercise of
executrve prrvrlege in this instance. ,

‘We regret that we were forced to take this step. We. had very ‘much hoped that accommodatlon could be
reached and this could be avoided. Please note this exercise -- assertion, excuse me, of executive privilege
applies only to documents today, but in reading the Counsel of the President's letter, you should note that
although it relates only to documents today, which is the only thing in issue today, the President has also
advised that consistent with his view and the Department of Justice advice, that would be a valid exercise of
executive privilege, as the testimony that he is prepared to exercise executive privilege as'to testtmony at the
appropriate tlme if thls matter is not resolved

Please note further that the President wanted and also 1nstructed Counsel of the President o confirm to both
committees that he is willing and the White House is willing to revive the pending offér of accommaodation if
there is a withdrawal of the subpoenas or it would not be - if it would not be under compulsion. As | say, we
again regret that we had to reach this impasse, because we hoped that there could be accommodat:on '
Unfortunately, that has not oceurred.

Our system is a system, obviously, of separation of powers. Each branch has its prerogatives. And the
constitutional design of our system, the President must be able to receive unfettered advice and counsel from
the people working around him and their deliberations and in the perfoarmance of therr executive branch duties,
as they relate to the President's constitutional obligations and duttes '

And executive pnvrlege protects from compelled testimony and forced disclosure of those things. It's a principle
the President feels very strongly must be protected for the institution of the presidency and for future
Presidents. -

Fll be happy to take any questions.

Q I have actually two questions. First, you said the President is prepared to exercise, or assert executive
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privilege with respect to testimony. Democrats and Repubhcans on Capitol Hill seem io agree that if the
President would offer a transcript for these interviews, that they might withdraw the subpoenas

*. So two questions. First, why not just agree 1o their request for a transcript? And, secondly, how confident arer -
'you that if this goes to court, you will win in court‘?

SENIOR ADM!NISTRATION OFFICIAL Let me answer your first question as to transcripts. Obviously, there .
has been a lot of discussion back and forth in that regard. The position that the President took and conveyed to

the committees and the offer of compromise did not include transcripts. The accommodation was designedto
provide mformatlon, not to appear to be having testimony without having testimony. One of the concomitants of
testlmony, of course, is transcripts.

As far as the debate goes, often cited is that a transcript is not wanted because otherw:se there would be a
perjury trap. And, candidly, as everyone has discussed, mlsleadlng Congress is misleading Congress, whether -
it's under oath or not. And so a transcript may be convenient, but there's no intention to try to avoid telling the
truth. The transcript-issue has been debated, as | mentioned before, but we've not been able to resolve that as

_ar as the committees are concerned. The President felt that he made an offer which was a generous and
historic offer, if you will,.and that he hopes that it would be accepted. He still hopes it would be accepted.

“And the second question was?
| ~Q How confldent are you. that you would win in court'? e

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL We've been advised and we're conildent that our position is sound. Im
not going to speculate as to whether it ends up in court or where it ends up. 1 can just advise you that the
: Pres:dent and his advisors are confident in the soundness of our decision.

Q And one follow up. They issued yet more subpoenas yesterday ona different toplc the wsretappmg Can we
take this as a foreshadowing of what your response will be to those subpoenas'?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFIC!AL Our response to those subpoenas wﬂl be the same as our response.
~was before. We would like to accommodate and we will seek ways of accommodating. But if the subpoena is

insisted upon, we will have to deal with that at the time we discuss and make our decision. I'm not going to
‘speculate at this point. :

Q ltake it the President's assertion of executive prlvﬂege does not cover Miers and Taylor tes’ufymg'? Oris he
“saying that it does -- since they've left the executive branch?

SENiOR ADMINiSTRAT!ON OFFICIAL Oh, thank you for gwmg me the opportumty to c!anfy that. The posmon-
stated in this letter and in this exercise of executive prl\n!ege is only with regard and in regard to documents;
that's the only thlng at instant issue.

However the President has adwsed that he wou!d exercise executlve privilege in regard to the testlmony of

both of those individuals if it gets to that point and the subpoenas are not withdrawn and they're still (inaudible)

at the time they're due. The fact that they are no longer present employees has nothing to do with the principle
* of executive privilege and the information protection that that affords.

Q Can you give us some background on precedent on that? Have ihere been other examples where people who
have left government have complied with a presndenhal order not to testify because of executlve prwulege‘?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I'm sure we couid prowde that for you. I'm searchmg right now, I'm
looking across the table. Does anybody have one -- yes.

‘SENIOR ADMINISTHATION OFFICIAL: In, | believe, the early 1950s, material was sought from the Eisenhower

administration pertaining to conduct at State in the Truman administration. And former -- then former President

Truman, himself, wrote a letter objecting to the attempt to obtain such material, and it was resolved, | believe;
“without furning anything over. _
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Q That's documents, not people, right?

' SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Don't know the answer to that, | think that's right.

- . Q Good morning. | had a coupte of questions and one is, what happens next? Has the Senate given you any

indication of how they're going to react and therefore what would be your next step? Or is there going to go a
contempt route, or stralght to court, and do we know? And second of all, | had wanted to ask, did you say that .

- you had sought the op:mon of DOJ in this? -

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Let me take your second question. The opinion of the Department of

‘Justice is attached to the Counsel of the President's letter to the chairs of both the committees, and obviocusly

that is a result of the requést from the President for the advice and counsel of the Department of Justice.

. QAndonthe "Whathapnens next" question? _
' : SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL:‘ That's entirely up.io Congress.

© Q Okay. And can | ask you, in terms of testimony -- | know this only dlreotly covers documents -- buit why not

agree to let some officials testify, andthen in response te certain questions which you felt would impede the
President's ability to get the appropriate unfettered counsel from his ardes -- why not answer some questions

. and not answer other questrons’?

SENIOF{ ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: The subject maiter of the subpoenas relates. directly to the o
performance of the duties within the executive branch within the White House in this instance. So we have to.

fake them at their word on the subpoena, and the subpoena covers that and that's why executive privilege.

. would obtain.

Q But essentralty anythlng they-ask would be not something that you'd be comfortable discussing in that settlng

- SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: We're only respondrng to the- subpoenas
"-Q Thanks.

.Q For any of you, | have a question about - '-as a non-legal scholar. My understanding is the evolution of the

law, the executive privilege, that there are basically two forms of privilege that a president can claim. And |
wanted to clarify: Is the President saying, by doing this, that he himself personally was in receipt of advice about
the U.S. Attorney firings, and that's why he's invoking the privilege? The documents went to him; that his staff .
provided him with ad\nce and that's what he's protecting. -

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Oh no, no, that would be a mlsconstructlon of the breadth of the
-executive privilege. What is related -- deliberations, formulation of advice, performance of executrve branch
" duties consistent with the President's constitutional obllgatlons

: 'Q So he is still maintaining that he had nothing to do with the actual discussions between White House staff,

meaning Ms. Miers and Sara Taylor and the Justice Department related to the Attorney fmngs that he had no
direct rnvolvement

SENIOR ADMINISTRAT|ON OFFICIAL: No, there's no change in our prior position at all.

" Q But that is - the way I've stated it is correct?
- SENIOR ADMINISTRAT!ON OFFICtAL Well, state it agam 'm going to make sure -- I don't have a transcnpt

- Q Maybe you should get one. That would help. No - in this case, the President is saying that he had nothing to |
~ do, directly himself, with receiving advice about the firing of the U.S. Attorneys and approving the list or '

adjusting the list. Just because Ms. Miers or Ms. Taylor or Scott Jennings appeared in emails with DOJ

-discussing that, he |s asserhng that there is no involvement; his personal involvement drd not engage in those

drscussmns
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SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: He has no personal mvolvement Our position has never been any
different than that.

Q Okay, thank you.

SENIOFt ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL Ft:ght

Q Hi, thank you aII for the chance. Quick procedural question. Could you clarify just why this is on background?
The letter, obviously, is on the record, and the substance of our stories -- | just wanted to get that clarification.

MR. FRATTO: We wanted to give you all an opportunity to get more detail and context on the substance of our
position and Mr. Fielding's letter; which you have, and can quote from extensively. So this is for your benefit,
and if it's something that you can't do, we understand But we think it's helpful to reporters covenng the story

- Q Okay, thanks. With that, | would like to run a couple of quick things by the senior administration offic:lal What
. would you say to the argument, sir, that if this does end up in court, and it takes some iime to resolve, that that's
part of a White House strategy, in effect, to drag this out perhaps even until after the President leaves office?

SENIOR ADMIN!STRATION OFFICIAL: The time that this controversy will take is totally dependent upon the
actions of Congress. And we're not doing it for deS|gn of anythmg, we're exercxsmg a privilege that the President
feels is very important.

Let me give you a little context, which i probably should have mentioned-earlier. This is a principle. Thisis a
principle of proteciing executive branch prerogatives. This will be the second time this President has exercised
executive privilege in his administration. The first time was also on a matter of principle, strictly principle. 1f you -

will check, | think -- I'm sure it was 2001. He exercised privilege -- had a request to turn over documents relating
1o the Department of Justice in the Clinton administration, and communications to and from the Attorney

General Reno. This is not a mere exercise relating to a particular event, this is an exercise in an attempt to

- protect the prerogatives of the President for this President and for future Presidents.

Q Okay, thank you for that. And also, | just wanted to clarify on the earlier question about the degree to which
the executive privilege assertion gutlined today may or may not apply to other pendlng cases as it relates tothe ©

. subpoenas the White House and other-agencies received yesterday. You' re saying no speculation at this point
about whether the President will exert executive privilege then too?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: We're not going to comment and speculate on anythmg except what

‘we're dealing with today, with all.due respect.

Q Just wanted to get an update on what negotiations rlght now are-ongoing between the White House and
Congress, if they are, when :t comes to potential testimony of Miers and Taylor — where does that stand right

.now'?

SENIOH ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Right now it stands that negotiations are not takmg place and the
Counsel's letter reflecting the President's direction is an invitation if they wish o resume negotiations and

‘teopen them, that the Presudent has directed that Counsel to the President do that.
" QAnd has the White House also been.in contac_:t with both Miers and Taylor on this?

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: Well, I'm not going to comment en any direct conversations with the

counsel for both of those. But | can advise you and assure you that we have communicated with them. We have
also communicated to both of them, through their counsel, the direction of the President that these documents
and any documents they may have in thelr possessnon that are covered by the subpoena are not {o be
produced.

Q Thank you.
SENICR ADMINISTRATION-OFFICIAL: You're welcome.
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_Q Thank you all for doing this. | wonder if you couid tefl us what the sticking point was in the effort to reach an

accommadation WIth Congress‘? What was the last issue that you weren't able to resclve?

* SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFIGIAL The last time that we had any discussion with them it was bas:cally a

rejection and the characterization of our offer (inaudible) take it or leave it. It was tendered as an
accomrmodation and the only other mentiors of any facts is something that's been mentioned earlier today, which-
was, |-believe, Senator Specter urging that we might want to consider iranscripts as part of our -- excuse me, as

-part of the President's offer and an accommodatlon

" Q And, sir, was that something that you fonnaily discussed with the committee and you couldn’t work out the
specifics of it? Or did 'you never really talk to them about that? . .

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFIC!AL: We offered it. It‘s in the four comérs of our offer.
Q And when was the last tlme you talked to these commlttees'? |

SENIOR ADMINISTRATION OFFICIAL: I talked to Senator Leahy thls mormng talked to some congressmen _
last night, but it was not in (inaudible) courtesy, adwsmg them that the President was about 1o take this position.

- Q Okay. Thank y you.

- MR. FHA‘ITO Thank: you everyone. (Inaudlble) rermnder that the solrcing for the call is Semor Adm:mstratlon
 Official, We will release a transcript as soon as we have one ready. '

END 10:30 AM. EDT

Return to this article at:
http://www.whitehouse.gov/néws/releases/2007/06/20070628-4. htrnl -
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Sampson, Kyle

¢ From: A Sampson, Kyle
Sent: o Thursday, January 25, 2007 9:54 AM .
To: : ‘ ‘Miers, Harriet'

Subject: RE: FY1

" Hertling and I are briefing Schumer staff tomorrow.

----- Orlglnal Message----- ) ;
From: Miers, Harriet [mailto: Harrlet Miers@who.eop.gov]
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2007 9: 52 AM

To: Sampson, Kyle . :

Subject: FW:"FYI

Re conversation I just had with the AG.
--;-~ofigina1 Message~--~~-
From: Oprison, Christopher G.
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2007 9:43 AM
To: Miers, Harriet; Kelley, William K.
~ Cc¢: Brosnahan,. Jennifer R.
Subject: FW: FYI
fyi
-<---Original Message-—eé—
From: Tim Griffin [mailto: grlffln]ag@comcast net}
Sent: Thursday, January 25, 2007 9:42 AM
To: Oprison, Christophér @&,
Sulrjects: FYI
January 25, 2007
. NOTICE OF FULL COMMITTEE HEARING

. The Senate Committee on the Jud1c1ary has scheduled a hearing on
"PreserVLng Prosecutorial

Independence- Is the Department of Justlce Polxtlclzlng the leing and
Firing of U.S. Attormeys?"
for Wednesday, February 7, 2007 at 9:30 a.m. in Room
226 of the Dirksen Senate Office Building.

Senator Schumer will chair the hearing.

By order of the Chairman

0AG000001122
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Leahy-Feinstein Letter rz USA appointments s B  Pagelofl

s
.

. - Fljb'm' -Miers, Hamet .
_Sent: Tuesday, January 16, 2007 10:50 AM: -
Tor ° Kelley, WilamK. ~ o
' Subject: RE Leahy—Fetnstem Letter re USA appeintments

i befleve the letter imp!tes that there was removal fer cause too nuch for my appetlte Sei can't sugn off on the

- fetter. | believe we should treat these actions as matter of fact management of the department and the desire to.
have USA's in place who afé recommended by the AG.” i certainly thlnk ihatwe can make the pomt abeut not
mterfering ..... that any such inference is without Jushﬁcatrcn ] .

me' Keﬂey, Illiam K.-.
.Sent: Tuesday, January 16,2007 10:34 AM
. TO' Miersf Ha ’
. Subject Fws hy-FemsteIn Letter re USA appointments L
Impo:tance' High

I assume we agree mth the proposuion below, bul:l wanted to see if you had any conunents before s:gning off

From: Sampson, Kyle [malito'Kyle Sarnpson@usdoj gov}
- Sérnt: Tuesday, January 16, 2\307 10:31AM .

* Tot-Kelley, Willlam K. : ;
‘Subjects Leahy-Feinstein Letter re USA appomtments :
Importanee’ H!gh :

'-. Bill, attached are the "final’ drafts of the letter and fact sheet, We REALLY want to get these sent up to the Hil
ASAP but | feel like | need your clearance, as it mpltcates tha Pressdent's appomtrnent authonty For your ease . -
. of reference the. operallve Ianguage for yeur purposes js:

"“The Administratlon is commltted to having.a Senate-conﬂrmed Umted States Attomey in all 94 fedoral
dlstrlcte "o

H

If WHGCO is fine with this statement then you ali should be fine with the rest of the letter. Thanks for your
attentlon to this. Standing by .

. <<Leehy t.etter re USA Appts 1.16.2007 dape>> <<Leahy Letter re USA Appts 1,16,2007 fact sheet doc»

Kyle Sampson
" ‘Chief of Staff -

1.S. Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
- Washington, D.C. 20530

{202) 514-2001 wk. -

(202) 305- li

kyle.sampson@usdoj.gov

HIC 10061
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From: Bréanahan, Jenfiifer R.

Sent: Weﬂneaday, Beptember 20, 2006 2: 53 PM
To: Miers, Harriet; Kelley, William K. :
© Ced Klingler, Richard P.;. McIntosh, Brent J.;. Heyt, Rabert F., Lee, Kenneth K., Smlth,
“John M.; Fahrenkopf, Leslie . )

Subject- Follow up on 3udicia1/US Atty issuee

Harriet and Bill,- . T : T
Below are a few updatee on judicial and UE Attorney issues that we discussed on Menday-'-'

1. Review of circult court candidates by a bipartisan sbate comm;ss;on- _Kyvle eonflrmed'
,that Diane Sykes {CA7 - WchOnBin) is the only one he 15 aware of . -

C 2. d. s. Attorneys "rumored to be leaving®: _Two of the three on Kyle‘s liet are now
. publicly.confirmed -- Chuck Larsen, Sr. {(N.D. Iowa) and Jim Vines.(M.D, Ténn.) . -We .
learned: of one- more today: ‘Michael @. Heavican (D. Neb.).  Also, Kyle says that Deb Yang
(¢.D. gal.) is on the market, and he recommends waitlng until the end of the year to begin
.Bearchlng for her replacemsent. _ '

3. Attached are twu charts providing the statue updates you requested on - all Judlclal
_wvacanéies for whlch -we are currently “awaiting names" and on all current ‘US Attorney
vacancies. .

'_4 The AG's authority to appoint us Attorneye- The' USA PATRIOT Improvement and
Reauthorization Act of 2005 (“PATRIOT. Reauthorization Act¥) {enacted Mar. 9, 2008)
- authorized the AG to appoint a United States attoiney for a district in which the poeit:on

" ig vacant. 28 U.S.C. § 546. Kyle explained that AG appointees under this authority are

not “Interim" or "Acting"- they are. full Us Attys with .the same title and authority as PAS -
. appointees; and there is no time limitation on their service -- they may serve until a- '
successor is confirmed and appointed. (The former provlalon placed a 120-day limit on
service, after which the court could appoint someone)’. ' The only limitation on the AG"
appointment authority is that he cannot appoint someone who was nominated, but whom the

< Senate has refused to confirm, to the poe;tlon. Kyle's view is that we should take

- advantage :of this authorlty except when there is a spec;fle net benef1t to 901ng to PAS

route..
,Please let us know 1f you have any questlona.

“Thanks,
Jenny

HiC onn7
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HEADLINE: HEARING OF THE SENATE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE; _

SUBJECT: PRESERVING PROSECUTORIAL INDEPENDENCE: IS THE DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
POLITICIZING THE HIRING AND FIRING OF U.S. ATTORNEYS?;

CHAIRED BY: SENATOR CHARLES SCHUMER (D-NY);
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SEN. SCHUMER: (Sounds gavel.) Good morning and welcome to the first hearing of our Administrative Law and .
Court Subcommittee. And we - )

STAFF: (Off mike.)

SEN. SCHUMER:; . — oh. And this is a full-committee hearing, I am just informed - power has already gone to his
head. (Laughter.) Reminds you of that old Woody Allen movie, remember? Anyway, we'll save that for another time.

Anyway, | will give an opening staternent, then Senator Specter will, and any others who wish to give opening
statements are welcome to do so.

Well, we are holding this hearing because'many members of this committee, including Chairman Leahy -~ who had
hoped to be here, but is speaking on the floor at this time -- have become increasingly concerned about the
administration of justice and the rule of law in this country. 1have observed with increasing alarm how politicized the
Department of Justice has become. Ihave watched with growing worry as the department has increasingly based hiring
on political affiliation, ignored the recommendations of career attorneys, focused on the promotion of political agendas
and failed to retain legions of talented career attorneys.

I have sat on this committee for cight years, and before that on the House Judiciary Committee for 16. During
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MR. MCNULTY: Yes, sir. Thank you.

Senator, first of all, with regafd to Arkansas and what happened there and any other efforts to seck the resignation
of U.S. attorneys, these have been lumped together, but they realty ought not to be. And we'll talk about the Arkansas
‘situation, as Senator Pryor has laid it out, '

And the fact is that there was a change made there that was not connected to, as was said, the performance of the
incumbent, but more related to the opportunity to provide a fresh start with a new person in that position.

With regard to the other positions, however —
SEN. WHITEHOUSE: But why would you need a fresh start if the first person was doing a perfectly good job?

MR. MCNULTY: Well, again, in the discretion of the department, individuals in the position of U.S. attorneys
_ serve at the pleasure of the president. And because tumover -- and that's the only way of going to your second question
1 was referring to turnover -- because turnover is a common thing is U.S. attorneys offices —-

SEN. WHITEHOUSE: Iknow. I turned over myself as 2 U.S. attorney. '

MR. MCNULTY: -- bringing in someone does not create a disruption that is going to be hazardous to the office.
And it does, again, provide some benefits.

In the case of Arkansas, which this is really what we're talking about, the individual who was brought in had a
significant prosecution experience - he actually had more experience than Mr, Cummins did when he started the job --
and so there was every reason to believe that he could be a good interim until his nomination er someone else's
nomination for that position went forward and there was a confirmed person in the job.

SEN. WHITEHOUSE: Mr. McNulty, what value does it bring to the U.S. attorneys office in Arkansas to have the
incoming U.S. attorney have served as an aide to Karl Rove and to have served on the Republican National Committce?

MR. MCNULTY: With all --
SEN. WHITEHQUSE: Do you find anything useful there to be an U.S. attorney?

MR. MCNULTY: Well, I don't know. AllTknow is that a lot of U.S. attommeys have political backgrounds. Mr.
Cummins ran for Congress as a Republican candidate. Mr. Cummins served in the Bush- Cheney campaign. Idon't
know if those experiences were useful for him to be a successful U.S. attorney, because he was.

I think a lot of U.S. attomneys bring political experience to the job. It might help them in some intangible way. But
in the case of Mr. Griffin, he actually was in that district for a period of time serving as an assistant United States
attorney, started their gun enforcement program, did many cases as a JAG prosecutor, went to Iraq, served his country
there and came back. So there are a lot of things about him that make him a credible and well-qualified person to be a
U.S. attorney.

SEN. WHITEHOUSE: Having run public corruption cases, and having firsthand experience of how difficult it is to
get people to be willing to testify and come forward, it is not an easy thing to do. You put your career, you put your
relations, everything on the line to come in and be a witness. If somebody in Arkansas were a2 witness to Republican
political corruption, do you think it would have any affect on their willingness to come forward to have the new U.S.
attorney be somebody who assisted Karl Rove and worked for the Republican National Committee? Do you think it
would give any reasonable hesitation or cause for concemn on their part that maybe they should keep this one to
themselves until the air cleared?

MR. MCNULTY: Well, again, U.S. atiorneys over a peried of long history have had political backgrounds, and yet
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- -~ HOUSE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE HOLDS A HEAR]NG ON OVERSIGHT OF THE

_.DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
MAY 10, 20‘07

SPEAKERS: REP JOHN CONYERS JR., D-MICH. CHAIRMAN REP. HOWARD L.

.BERMAN D-CALIF. REP. RICK BOUCHER D-VA. REP. JERROLD NADLER, D-N.Y.

REP. ROBERT C. SCOTT, D-VA. REP. MELVIN WATT, D-N.C. REP. ZOE LOFGREN,

D-CALIF: REP. SHEILA JACKSON-LEE, D-TEXAS REP. MAXINE WATERS, D-CALIF. |

REP. MARTIN T. MEEHAN, D-MASS. REP. BILL DELAHUNT, D-MASS. REP. ROBERT

- WEXLER, D-FLA. REP. LINDA T. SANCHEZ, D-CALIF. REP. STEPHEN I. COHEN,
D-TENN. REP. HANK JOHNSON, D-GA. REP. LUIS V. GUTIERREZ, D-ILL. REP. BRAD
‘SHERMAN, D-CALIF. REP. ANTHONY WEINER, D-N.Y. REP. ADAM B. SCHIFF,

' D-CALIF. REP. ARTUR DAVIS, D-ALA. REP. DEBBIE WASSERMAN—SCHULTZ D-FLA.

REP. KEITH BLLISON D-MINN.

REP. LAMAR SMITH, R-TEXAS RANKING MEMBER REP. F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER
JR., R-WIS. REP. HOWARD COBLE, R-N.C. REP. ELTON GALLEGLY, R-CALIF. REP.
ROBERT W. GOODLATTE, R-VA. REP. STEVE CHABOT, R-OH{O-REP. DAN LUNGREN,
R-CALIF. REP. CHRIS CANNON, R-UTAH REP. RIC KELLER, R-FLA. REP. DARRELL
ISSA, R-CALIF. REP. MIKE PENCE, R-IND. REP. . RANDY FORBES, R-VA. REP. STEVE
KING, R-IOWA REP. TOM FEENEY, R-FLA. REP. TRENT FRANKS, R-ARIZ. REP. LOUIE
GOHMERT, R- TEXAS REP. JIM JORDAN, R-OHIO *

WITNES SES ATTORNEY GENERAL ALBERTOR. GONZALES

1 CONYERS Good morning, The committee W111 come to order. WeIcome everyone

Mr Attorney General I want to thank you for appearing before us today. It's my hope that the ‘
- members will focus on -- their questions today on the United States attorney investigation and

related matters, and that in the near future you will come back so that we may exercise our
oversight responsibility, considering the many important issues, that involve the Department of



So at one point the White House wanted to replace alt 93. So when they Wanted to replace all 93, -
why do you think they wouldn't want to replace eight?

GONZALES: What I've testified also is that I don't know whether or not Ms. Miers thought this
was a good idea, whether or not this was even Ms. Miers' idea. She raised this as an 1dea We
quickly said no..

COHEN: Did you ever talk to Ms. Miers, to Mr. Rove or to anyone else, or communicate to Ms.
_ Miers or Mt. Rove or anyone else as to why they wanted to remove all 93 U.S. prosecutors?

J GONZALES I have no recollection of havmg that kind of conversatlon with Ms Miers or Mr.

- Rove.

COHEN' And do you have any recollection of a letter to or from them?

GONZALES: I don't. But going back and looking at the documents, there was some . e-mail traffic
I think in late December of '04, early January of '05 about a conversation involving Mr. Rove
stepping into the Counsel's Office about: What are we going to do about U.S. attorneys?

GONZALES: And then there was a subsequent e-mail back from Mr. Sampson. It's all in the.
recotd and I don't recall a conversation with Mr. Sampson during that period of time. This would
have been during Christmas week, just 10-days or two weeks before my confirmation heanng and
so I have 1o recollection of that.

But I do remember, as I've gone back and looking at the documents, there was some e-mail traffic
about U.S. attorneys even before -- just before I became attorney general

COHEN These eight 1nd1v1duals who were fired, one of them was Mr. Cun;mms Did you -
mqulre into why Mr. Cummms was fired?

GONZALES: Congressman, Idon't --when you asked did I i 1nqu1re when, 1 mean, Mr. Cummms
was asked...

COHEN: Why? Why? Not when, why?

~ GONZALES: Mr. Cummins was asked to leave iﬁ June, June 14, not December 7. He was not

. part of that group and he was asked to -- a change was desired by the White House because they-
had identified a well-qualified individual that they wanted to have as a United States attorney.
COHEN: Who was the well-qualified individual? His name hasn't surfaced yet.

" GONZALES : Tim Griffin was the persomn...

COHEN Oh, he was well-quahﬁed‘?

GONZALES: Well, I -- he certainly had more -- well I don't want to disparage Mr. Cummins,

77
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Lddude; -‘:.g.-_lwv;vz:mma-nw.-i:«ﬁr;:'_:-;:‘.-.-cs-_'s'.q"::x’.'_r._.-.--::u_.-‘.n.-‘_-_.z’;'-r It ting

. in: "good faith, " .of course.

 r;meaniaG-apgoin;ed {as opposed to P:gsiden;ia;lyrappointeahand Senats . confirmed) U.s

--E;pm:-Qprison,'Christopher G.

[ =wii-Qriginal Measaga-se-- - - ,

- admg gEver him, some EEME: A officestoises ok
T Yng agver! (and? thEias

. otherwise hunker down. . o ‘ S e _
"4. ' The only thing.really at risk. here is a repeal of the 'AG'S..aPPOiBCMEHt.-&uthori'ty. e

GFem T Mers, Hariet [Harriet Miers@who.eop.goi}
Sent: . . Tuesday; December 19, 2006 7:08 PM
To: S0 KadRove o - s =

Sublact: ., ‘.. FW:Another Griffin article

" 'FYI. This does not S@em:Ep'he-develéping{és.we thdught:.

| —emimDp 1gi;_\_ai ) Me_a.sage:-..._.... ,
Sent: Tuesday, December 19,2006 §:39 py .-
To: Miers, Harriet;: Kelley, Wiiliam K. . -

. Su_bjég:":_: FW: Another Griffin af_t:-'icl'e ]

Fyi - see balow.

- \Al36, Richard Klingler éqﬁfizmédfﬁikthaul-?eiﬁlna‘Eagiierfto&;y.bﬁgi Tim had.bean
- ;-approved-by the Pres#degttgs-a‘nominge_Ln=Junahzoeq,gut, after Seiator Pryor iddicated e
'wpykd-opppsa}?imfs.nomﬁgatiun; thé»g;an‘tuznqd to putting 4 : : 1

. ?im;ug.aa‘an‘AGSéppbihtmeﬁtrﬂ

From: "Sampson; :Kyle {hailkb:KéiéLsamPAQﬁéuadojggowl[‘_

; Seit: Tuesday, December 19, -200¢ 6:27 DM
7+ To: Oprison, ‘Christopher .G, - . o .
" -Subject: RE: Angther Griffin article _ .

R My théugf';i;s;

;

chancd, hest yiny

M this to death: ask thg Senssoy B gl e Ty
. ‘&'e. "perf m .

OOk Ehy SEncE shig ongel we: cah; £6FEstall tHat, | the better),  than we' can -tell 'i:g{e{:i -i;'e'i.l
look for 'other dandidates, ask them: for Tecommendations, eYaluate the: recommeridations :
interview their candidates,-apd cherwigelruh—out_t@a ¢lock. : ALl of this stould ba -

-'.'nleéhiﬁk-ﬁgﬁqﬁgglq:q

L

done
2. "Officially, Tim is the U.g, ‘Attorney, and wi_l.i identiry himself as such O":-Pl'-‘-'add.nlqa‘

‘and ather official documents, T think it*s fine for us to refer Lo him as an "interim

YU.§. Attozney" "in talking poihty, with. the ‘understanding, that by "interim U,§ Attorney" we

Attotney.

3. - Overall, I think we shoﬁiq take Eﬁa':emperatura way down - Sur guy'is in théfe So'tﬁé.

‘Soatus qua is good for us. Ask for them to conaider him; note that he 'is qualified ang

doing a good job whenever asked: pledge to desire a Senate-confirmed U.s. Attorney; and. -

. “intend to ‘have DOJ leg affairs people an notice to work hard to reserve th {
. members won't care about this; all we really need jis for one S.engl':ot ‘to 'obji.:t‘.ggufe

Inguage

. being added to legislative vehicles that are moving through). There is some fisk tnat

- but Know- that getting h.i:;l__appc_;jtnt_'eq _.H_aS‘_impOrtant to Harriet, ‘Karl, etc.) . >

. we'll lose the ‘authority, but if wa don't ever exercise it then what'g -the point of Aav

““hanks, - T taised that issue- with Hariiet earlier. Seems ta mé that {1}

Lt?. (L'm not 100 percert sure that Tim was the guy on which to test drive this authoriry
A B A LY .

_.._..'-'o.rjiq;i_«n'aj. Message~———- ‘ : T . P i
From: Oprison, Christopher G. [mailto:Ch:is’topher G._Oprisoniwho. op. |
Sent: Tuesday, Cecember 19, ZOGG.G;IGjPM o T p- eg p gov]

.To: Sampson, Kyle _ . L . .
- Subject: RE: Another Griffip article . ] . . . .

| Fe taking 3t2ps to back. COJ/WH :nta a orner cn Tim Griffin apd commic 'tsrzgtx:: iggmﬁﬂfcun,
™ as a nominee; and (2) "interim” may ke a source .af confusion og. Worse -é‘*;r oy =h
#or's and Lincoln's office can Springboard ‘frem to press £9r their awn memine. . CRat

than tallying behind '“‘F‘-'_- Whdat - are your thoughts?  1f ‘this is a Section S45 AG

3

ing -

AWR nominee rather HIC 10023
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léppdintmeqt'for unlimited dﬁratidn,.fin'can.cali'hi&self{"ué Attbrn. " han
P . " - =t i { ey" rather than
"interim™ or "acting" and our .talkers should aveid referring i " rim."* )
--are your thoughts? . - - T oo .riqq tO.h%m as iqter;mf.' -What -

.-—;focig1931:MESSAqéf--—- T
from: Sampson, Kyle {mailto:Kyle,Sampson@usdoj.gov]
‘Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2006 5:36 pM - - :

" - -To:. Oprison, Christopher G.

"'; another call. Thanks.-

~ Subject: EW: Another Griffig article- ' .
S A - '
--ré-é—Original‘Méségge—r-~; R -'f"

From: 3colinod, Tasia LT
. Sent: Tuesday, Decenber 19, 2006 5:34. pM -
‘To: Sampson, Kyle; Gobd}ing,-agniga L

Cec: Roehrkasse; ‘Brian N . :
Subject: RE: Anothér Griffin articla - :

_Iiaéreq14 those - are étrbngeq7t§lket3£ R
" BR- who, in our éfficeﬂtgpk this qaLL3'Lét?s:make7suréfthe#‘hame-t&eaénnéﬁrpoihts-if;Qe geﬁ: =
. pyqféétigipai!ﬁéasaégﬁ-e-f._ﬁ

From: ‘Sampdon, -Kyle ° ~ o . R S ) :
Sent: Tuesday, UDecember 1g, 2006.5:30 pM ) L - ) " T <
“To: Goodling, Monica; Scolinos, Tasia ST T T S o, o

Subject: RE: Another Griffin. article :
'“Q“icafiaﬁia"?fm?ézlitbfe‘céndéineq-abaut'thla}

o ‘ CdbYadarian. b i EHe. hae o Otiletaly will work with the. Arians ,
songreaslonal delegation- *' i’ EHe: Hodr -futir r“?t@?m&kﬁxafhbminéﬁfﬁﬁi"éﬁaﬁﬁh:zrGrifflﬁ ; :
nominated on an’ interim Bddis becitse of thd timing of Culmins' .redignation.n - - oo

I think would préfer: o o e T e -

* When a U-5$'Attdrﬂéi“vaéancy-qrisesw aomeone neédbAté-Be ébpdintg&:-f'evagfif ohfgﬁ .

inéergﬁibgsig,—« t? fiél the vacancy .and do the work of the U.S, ‘Attorney. :

'pi‘ in wa3 appointed on an-interim basis because of.hhé‘timiﬁQ‘offCummi ' resigna -
* it-is our hope .that, in every federal disntietvfwe'Il-beﬂéble'tO'havé a S?S.riztg:a;ion' S
-who'was. nominated by the Président and confirmed by the Sefiane. ' SoaERey

_;LﬁudriginalrMéaaége-:-év

."~Erom;.Go§dlldqr Maonica -

,Sent:'Tuéaday,"Decemher"lQ;.2006 12:22 em
. Tq;g:OPEiseﬂp;ChgiﬁtOPEEt‘G.'g Sampson, Kyle -
- Subject: -Another Griffin article - S

FYy -

7*-;46Eiqiqu Message--—~-="
€rom: griffin- s .o o
. Sent: Tuesday, December 19, 2006 10:49 AM
- To: Goodling, Monlea . - o . ‘ o
Subject: Another one- - . -~ oL . . o L o . o .
- . - ) ) L. - - . _- . v . ) ) . . - ) 1
-{Lincoln Cdlls—apnﬁintment_qf.Rove-aasistant funfortunate'’ o o S
-:.}By ANCREW DeMILLO'Aésociatgd'Preéé'wri;éé - - |
LITTLE RGCKﬁ(ﬁP)__Arkﬁﬂéas SenZ_Blanche-pinchn éalléd.?résiden:'ﬁush;s declsizn wo
oint igélt;galladvzaer Farl 'Rove's. former assistant as interim 0.5, ittzrney for - ' oo
stern Arkansds ''unfortunite'* kedause she believes it b S the nermal Aepes ) '
. process. S - . : A{péssesl-he 3fmal dppezval yie 0024

ES



''T think _i_tfsi,_\}grx_ifuh'f_ort'unate- that the presidant would choose not to_go-down. the normal -
route; '' Lincola, D-&Ark., told The ‘Associated Press in ap interview on-Monday. . - S
" The. Justice Department ‘anngunced Friday that.Tim Griffin would -

plans to'resign Dea. Z0, There. is no maximum -amount. of time some
.-interim 0.5, ‘attornay. ' S ; . .

replace ‘Bud Cummins, whe
one can sarve as ap .

*'Thigis & ‘person who's going to be .imp-]_;ementing the law of the land, and : have iéoncerns"
{rom what I read in terms of his political Ehroncn ipincoln said. 'ibecple need ta bt
" that and-the way you know that-is-by going through the ‘processes, The reason we have .
processes and committeds and hearings is so there Will be g transparency in the pPeople”
. that are going-to séerve, .and Ehat Won't existin this case.t’ - o ; R
- Arkansas®.lone Republican In' Congress; Rep. John ‘Beozmar,’ last week said Gri Efin was ™ - .
highly qualified. for the Rosition. But. Griffin, .who worked on Pfe—‘-“id‘.‘-‘nt'au'sh's:.‘-’e-—election} .
campaign .in. 2004, likely wouldn't have faced a fair hearing-in the scon-to-~be . . - L :
. 'pe&:oé:ra.ticall’!‘conttoll-egi Senate, Boezman said, . ;- ;- ST TTeRne .

A native '-o_f".i{aqndlia; 'ér;'iff'in' now se»iv‘e,&':a_s"qéébi'a%l aséigfént u.s. .at:_tm:.n'ey 'fofjtﬁe" a S
" eastern district of Arkansas; GrifEin has. previously seived aa Special assistant ta. g
-‘President Bush anqltdeputy_-dizieé-‘;an of -politicay ALFairs at the White )

- L : - 3 A House, as wall a4 ’

-deputy commiunications cfi-z:ect:_'br~ﬁc_r‘ the Repﬁt,:bl;qannapipnalcommit'tee-; - SR
* He recently finished a .year of AGL1ve duty-in Ifaq and 1s an Ay Reter've major, serving .-
" in the Judge ' Advecate .Ge'ne;'a;"s_ Corps. . ST R oo ; L

. -'A-'spcfkse-s'rr(a.ri ':fd’r."-. Sen. Mark Pryor, "D-Ark.,. on Friday 'cri.'t:ié'ized'. the -éppointmént'_. for aq?c.ji&.j_ng_ oo
the normal -appointment ‘process. - .- e . ) B = miaL
i *The -senator ks concerned Lhat, "by announcing an Interim ‘(':"iEp@in'tinén!Zl ;!’!d""nqlfz ma-k"ihg". a . "
vonmination, Q;hgy_'_r-e detggrq;i.n-j,-qg,- .P"_lﬁ- the nqmj._r_tg'.e'_ _3__3___,. '-'-~~P"5¥9,¥. 'SE'?.ﬁke"a'njan D{ficﬁ,’a"e-l_"-f éaq?.ﬂé‘-"s:a a0
T\ ERe LRI bastexlly. eivcunventing. the: aongtltitinn] “hEpREEEL YL o T A

A Just foe Qéﬁar{::heﬁé-géﬁkéﬁﬁéh:hétéi.' daid officiala will work. with tha. Atkansias . :

congressichal delegation '*in the near futurer* o make 'a_'n_r;irni-na-tipn, and that Grif‘fin wasa -
- . nominated om an interim basig because 9t the timing of Cummins’ regignation, . IR 5
Lincoln said: the White Houde had contacted her earlier in the year and gaid. they-were .
intereated in a}pp’o.tn_tirrq.him o Bud.Cimming® pPosition, She ‘said her office had 2Xpressed - -
. concern about hi:"appo_j.ntm#_-n;. o N . - - o .
. '''I don't knew that much more about him than you’ could find if you' Googled him, ' Lincoln
said. '*'That's what we did. e o T T : oo . o

HIC 10025
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From: - Klingler, Richard D.

Sent: Tuesday, May-16; 2006 10:49 PM
To: SJenmngs@gwb43 com" Dixton, Grant

Subject:‘ : . Re: anﬁn

When Kyle and 1 last discussed thls, the plct was to conflrm Griffin's 1nterest and
availabillty and -begin the formal process in late May. Harrlet has been briefed ang waas
fine with proceedlng without a group of interviews.

;TaA-Orlginal Measage—é--r :
From: Scot&-Jennxngs.<SJénn1ngs@gwb43 com:-‘--
. To: Dixtoi,. Grant’ <Gfant Dixtangwho edg.govs ™ -

.CC: .Klingler, Richard:n. <Rlehard*p..K11ng1er@who eep gov>
~Sent: Tué May 16 22:07: 31 2006 :
Subject: REy Gr_:.f_fm_ "

What_is the next mo?eé

'Frem- Dlxton, Grant [mallto Grant Dlxton@who eop.gev].

© Sent::Tue 5/16/2006 9: 45 BM.

To: Scott Jennings -
Ces Kllngler. Rlchard D.
Subject Re- Grlffin T

.v.'I do not thlnk there has been any movement oﬁf-thé track we were on, but'I.émtcopying,
- Richard Kllngler to confirm . L L s .o )

-J--4~Origlna1 Message-»-o—
- Froms: Scott Jennxngs <5Jenn1ngs@gwb43 comx
To: Dixton, Grant <@rant; : Bixtonawho. - S0P gov >
. Sent: Tue May 16 19%: 94:54 2006 '
Subject : Griffin

any hpdate_on'the Tim Griffin situation...things still\moving.aq'far as you know?

J. Scott Jennings

.Spec1al A851stant to the Pre91dent and
- Deputy Polltical Director |

The White House'

washington D.C. 20502

HIC 00201



sjenningsegwb43.com

Office: 202-456- .

HJC 00202
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Page 1 of1

. " From: . Brosnahan, JanmferR
. Sent: Friday, Juna 23, 2006 5: 48 PM

 To: Fahrenkapf, Lesile; Dixton, Grant Kling!er Richard D.: Raa, Neorni J Hoyt, RobertF Geny, Brett -
© - C.; Smith; John M. _ . ,

Cet | - Kalloy, Willam K.; Courtwright, SusanM. e
Suh]ect. POTUS declslens . A o

‘ Hete is lha run down of what: happened in: todays maetinghatWeen Harﬁet dnd’ ihe Presldgnt\ .

AL - Smaﬂ's approved, Enate
Status: BMinformed:Sen. Cha ea.awho askad fcr t!mq fuﬂﬂaa’k with: Flandal‘s aﬁout&d’istct sition. .MM t
follow: up mtl‘LSan Chaﬂ%e an. Mbnday; Hdld uﬁ’ oR: noﬁﬂ&aﬂon éafls unﬁfqhecking wlth Hm olth Monday >

CAZ- Livmgsteu appmved‘ - ' ' :
Stafus - Bl-al§o cleared, but stl(i need to recalva Judge Walkar's !ettar. and Brll wlll speak with Livingston Hald oﬂ

on ‘any’ other neﬁﬂcaﬁons

GA4 - O'Nalil: approved. - .- )
Stams HM to speak wnth Mlke about t!minglapproach wuth Senator Spacter Hold off on notiﬁr,aﬂons.

: DC Cir. - Keisler approved_ C :
Status~ Hold oﬂ on anv acﬂon unm Llwngston suuauon rasalved

DN = O8tsaR-approvads( Osteen)% and: Scﬁroaﬁer app:ova¢(vice Gullockr, T
: 'Stafus«— ‘oKta prccead w:tﬁ standard | process ) :

wbh NC + Reiginger approved, . .
- Status - -Ok to proceed with' standard. process

" SO MS - Ozerdéri approved, . - '
Status -0k to proceed with standard procassa

' Aso, Tim G‘rifﬁn was appraved far US Atty in ED:Ark, Ok io procaad with standard process.

. Plaase call me with any questlons Thanksi
Janny

" HIC00251
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From: Oprison, Christopher G.- .
Sant: = Wednesday, December 13, 2006 3:52 PM
: To: Looney, Andrez B, . )
* Subject: RE: Tim Griffin - ED Ark USA spot

As an AG-appointed Interir US Attarney for the remaiﬁder of the ﬁmé.

From: Looney, Andre B.

" " g ™

- To:Oprisan, Christopter G, . - .
Subject: RE: Tim Grim;i,- ED Ark USA spot

‘Let me double check. ,Remind"rr'ue. the plan is to put Tiny into the US Attomey office aswhat? An assistant df
some kind? oo o T h T _ '

From: Oprison, Christapher G, :

- Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 3:20 PM’
Toi Looney, Andrea 8, :

" Subject: Tim Griffin - ED Ark USA spot -
Importance: High -

Andrea - to follow on our prior call, have you had a chance o discuss with. Candi'vﬁhethdr'any other nanies g re:

forthcomiing for this position? - Harriét hias a calf with Senator Pryor.today and | woutld-ike to brief Her ory the
latest. Thanks: : _ ' L -

Christophér G, Oprison

- Associate Counsel to the President
(202) 456- - o

- HIC 10008
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From: Wolff, Candidap.
Sent:  Wednesday, Decembar 13, 2006 5:35 PM
To: Lobngy. AndreaB.; O'Hotllaren, Sean B, -
Subject: RE: Tim Griffin - ED Ark USA spot

Pryor calted Harriat and the AG. AG was unfamili_ér but said he would ook into it. fheisthe hoét qualified, not
sure | have strong feelings if the AG Ig wiiling to withstand the heat, : - . ' ‘

Sent: Wednesday, December 13, 2006 3:55 P

. Yo: Woif, Candida P.; O'Hallarer, Sean B

Subfect: FW: Tirn Griffin - ED Ark USA spot ‘_
Importance: High - |

Have you ail'heard anything from Pryer on Tim Grifin? Counsel fluated his name as a patentiat US Attornay, but
Pryar was adamantly opposed. So, now, DOJ'Is planning ta put Tim in as an AG-appointed Interim US Altorney
- for the remainder of the President’s tarm. | am not sure what kind of push back from the Senators we will-get
- but it could-be high. Curranlly, we are not even planning to ask for names of ather candidates from them. Please

let me know what you think, - ‘ . ‘ ‘ 7 -

HIC 10009





