JOHN CONYERS, JR., Michigan
CHAIRMAN

HOWARD L. BERMAN, California

RICK BOUCHER, Virginia

JERROLD NADLER, New York

ROBERT C. "BOBBY” SCOTT, Virginia
MELVIN L. WATT, North Carolina

ZOE LOFGREN, California

SHEILA JACKSON LEE, Texas

MAXINE WATERS, California

WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT, Massachusetts
ROBERT WEXLER, Florida

LINDA T. SANCHEZ, California

STEVE COHEN, Tennessee

HENRY C. “HANK"” JOHNSON, JR., Georgia
BETTY SUTTON, Ohio

LUIS V. GUTIERREZ, lllinois

BRAD SHERMAN, California

TAMMY BALDWIN, Wisconsin
ANTHONY D. WEINER, New York
ADAM B. SCHIFF, California

ARTUR DAVIS, Alabama

ONE HUNDRED TENTH CONGRESS

Congress of the WNnited Dtates

Aouse of Representatives
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

2138 RAYBURN HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING

WasHINGTON, DC 20515-6216

LAMAR S. SMITH, Texas
RANKING MINORITY MEMBER

F. JAMES SENSENBRENNER, JR., Wisconsin
HOWARD COBLE, North Carolina
ELTON GALLEGLY, California
BOB GOODLATTE, Virginia
STEVE CHABOT, Ohio

DANIEL E. LUNGREN, California
CHRIS CANNON, Utah

RIC KELLER, Florida

DARRELL E. ISSA, California
MIKE PENCE, Indiana

J. RANDY FORBES, Virginia
STEVE KING, lowa

TOM FEENEY, Florida

TRENT FRANKS, Arizona

LOUIE GOHMERT, Texas

JIM JORDAN, Ohio

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ, Florida
KEITH ELLISON, Minnesota (202) 295-3951

http://www.house.gov/judiciary

August 20, 2008

Mr. George Tenet

c/o Mr. Howard M. Shapiro, Esq.
WilmerHale

1875 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Mr. Tenet:

I am writing to follow up on recent serious allegations regarding the creation of a false
letter from Tahir Jalil Habbush, Saddam Hussein’s former Chief of Intelligence, to Saddam
Hussein. The letter, which was allegedly backdated to July 1, 2001, attempted to establish an
operational link between al Qaeda and Saddam Hussein in the period before the 9/11 attacks by
specifically stating that 9/11 ringleader Mohammed Atta had received training in Iraq. At the
time of the alleged decision in 2003 to concoct the false letter, the Vice President’s Office had
been reportedly pressuring the CIA to prove this connection as a justification to invade Iraq. The
letter also falsely noted that Iraq had received a “shipment” (presumably uranium) from Niger
with the assistance of al Qaeda.

Upon careful review of the allegations concerning this matter, I have become very
concerned with the possibility that this Administration may have violated federal law by using
the resources of our intelligence agencies to influence domestic policy processes or opinion.
The law specifically provides that “[n]o covert action may be conducted which is intended to
influence United States political processes, public opinion, policies, or media.”!

According to recent allegations, in your capacity as the Director of the CIA, you received
a direct order from the White House to draft the false letter. After receiving the order to create
the false letter, you reportedly tasked Rob Richer, the former CIA Deputy Director of Clandestine
Operations and Chief of the Near East Division, to execute the letter. Given your reported direct
knowledge of these events, I am requesting that you contact Judiciary Committee staff as soon as
possible to set up a time to discuss your involvement and knowledge of the allegedly false letter.

150 USC 413b(H).
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Please direct your response to the Judiciary Committee office, 2138 Rayburn House Office
Building, Washington, DC 20515 (tel: 202-225-3951, fax: 202-225-7680). Thank you very
much for your cooperation in this matter.

Sincerely,

John Conyers, Jr.
Chairman

cc: The Honorable Lamar S. Smith



